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 A l Q aeda's C halle nge.
 M cC ants , W illia m
 F ore ig n A ff a ir s . S ep/O ct2 011 , V ol. 9 0 Is su e 5 , p 20-3 2. 1 3p.
 A rtic le
 Q AID A ( O rg aniz a tio n)  
 T E R RO RIS M - - R elig io us a sp ects - - Is la m  
 B IN L aden, O sa m a, 1 957-2 011  
 Z A R Q AW I, A bu M usa b, 1 966-2 006  
 Z A W AH IR I, A ym an, 1 951-  
 IS LA M IC fu ndam enta lis m
 T he a rtic le p re se nts d is cu ssio n r e gard in g th e id eolo gic a l m is sio n o f th e
 Is la m is t te rro ris t o rg aniz a tio n A l Q aeda. D eta ils a re g iv e n o ve rv ie w in g
 th e h is to ry o f th e o rg aniz a tio n fr o m it s in ce ptio n d urin g th e S ovie t
 occu patio n o f A fg hanis ta n in 1 988 to th e o ngoin g e ve n ts o f th e A ra b
 S prin g in 2 011 . A ddit io nal is su es m entio n ed in clu de th e le aders h ip a nd
 in flu ence o f fig ure s s u ch a s A ym an a l- Z aw ahir i, O sa m a b in L aden, a nd
 A bu M usa b a l- Z arq aw i w it h in th e g ro up. C ontr a stin g id eolo gic a l
 m is sio ns o f th e g ro up a re a ls o d escrib ed. C onclu din g q uestio ns a re
 ra is e d r e la tin g to th e c o nte m pora ry c h alle nges fa cin g A l Q aeda a fte r th e
 death o f b in L aden.
 analy st, C NA's C ente r fo r S tr a te gic S tu d ie s  
 adju nct fa cu lt y m em ber, J o hns H opkin s U niv e rs it y
 4 861
 0015-7 120
 64464650
 In te rn atio nal S ecu rit y & C ounte r T e rro ris m R efe re nce C ente r
 E ssa ys 
 A l Q aed a's C halle n ge 
 The J ih ad is ts ' W ar W it h Is la m is t D em ocra ts
 T H E A R AB S PR IN G a nd th e d eath o f O sa m a b in L aden r e pre se n t a m om en t o f b oth p ro m is e a nd p eril fo r th e
 glo bal jih adis t m ove m ent. O n th e o ne h an d, th e o ve rth ro w o f s e cu la r r u le rs in th e h eartla nd o f th e M uslim w orld
 g iv e s jih adis ts a n u npre ce dente d o pportu n it y to e sta blis h th e Is la m ic s ta te s th at th ey h ave lo ng s o ught. O n th e
 oth er h and, jih adis ts c a n n o lo nger r a lly b e hin d th eir m ost c h a ris m atic le ader, b in L aden. A nd th e jih adis t
 fla gsh ip th at h e fo unded, a l Q aeda, m ay lo se it s r e le va n ce in th e M uslim w orld to r iv a l Is la m is t g ro ups th at a re
 p re pare d to r u n in e le ctio ns a nd ta ke p o w er th ro ugh p olit ic s.
 T he la st tim e jih adis ts fa ce d s u ch a c ro ssro ads w as a t th e e nd o f th e C old W ar. T he S ovie t U nio n's w it h dra w al
 fr o m A fg hanis ta n a nd s u bse quent c o lla pse e m bo ld ened jih adis t s tr a te gis ts . C onvin ce d th at th ey h ad d efe ate d
 a g lo bal s u perp ow er, th ey p lo tte d to o ve rth ro w s e cu la r A ra b g ove rn m en ts a nd r e pla ce th em w it h Is la m ic s ta te s,
 w it h th e g oal o f e ve ntu ally u nit in g th em u nder a s in gle c a lip hate . A t th e s a m e tim e, h ow eve r, th e S ovie t U nio n's
 d em is e o pened u p th e A ra b w orld to U .S . in flu ence . H avin g b een lo ng c o n str a in ed b y th e S ovie t p re se nce in 
 1,2 
 1
 2 12/30/2018 EBSCOhost 
 http://web.b.ebscohost.com.ezproxy2.apus.edu/ehost/delivery?sid=a4f0ece7-d72a-40a4-a4f5-b7ffc2bd6142%40pdc-v-sessmgr03&vid=1&ReturnUrl=h … 2/9 
 th e r e gio n, th e U nit e d S ta te s q uic kly a sse rte d it s e lf b y s p e arh eadin g th e c o a lit io n a gain st th e Ir a qi d ic ta to r
 S addam H usse in , th us in cre asin g it s m ilit a ry p re se n ce in th e A ra b w orld . A s a r e su lt , jih adis ts --a nd a l Q aeda in
 p artic u la r--c o nclu ded th at W ash in gto n n ow e njo ye d v ir tu ally u nch e cke d p ow er in th e M id dle E ast a nd w ould
 u se it to p re ve nt th e c re atio n o f th e Is la m ic s ta te s th ey d esir e d.
 S eve ra l e sta blis h ed Is la m ic o rg aniz a tio ns, s u ch a s th e M uslim B ro th erh ood, s h a re d th is b elie f w it h a l Q aeda.
 B ut a l Q aeda r e je cte d th e B ro th erh ood a n d lik e -m in ded g ro ups b eca u se o f th eir w illin gness to w ork w it h in
 e xis tin g s yste m s b y v o tin g fo r a nd p artic ip atin g in le gis la tiv e b odie s. S uch ta ctic s w ould fa il to e sta blis h Is la m ic
 s ta te s, b in L aden a nd h is c o m ra des a sse rte d, b eca u se th ey in vo lv e d p ra gm atic p olit ic a l tr a deoff s th at w ould
 v io la te th e p rin cip le s o f s u ch fu tu re s ta te s a nd le ave th em s u sce ptib le to U .S . p re ssu re . O nly a tta cks o n th e
 U nit e d S ta te s, a l Q aeda a rg ued, c o uld r e duce W ash in gto n's r e gio nal p ow er a nd in sp ir e th e m asse s to r e vo lt .
 T w o d eca des la te r, b in L aden's lo ng-s o ug ht r e vo lu tio ns in th e A ra b w orld a re fin ally h appenin g, a nd th e
 upheava l w ould s e em to g iv e a l Q aeda a r a re o pportu nit y to s ta rt b uild in g Is la m ic s ta te s. B ut s o fa r a t le ast, th e
 re vo lu tio ns h ave d efie d b in L aden's e xp e cta tio ns b y e m po w erin g n ot jih adis ts b ut Is la m is t p arlia m enta ria ns--
 Is la m is ts w ho r e fu se to v io le ntly o ppose U .S . h egem on y in th e r e gio n a nd w ho a re w illin g to e ngage in
 p arlia m enta ry p olit ic s. In T unis ia , th e Is la m is t R enais sa nce P arty le ads in th e p olls a head o f le gis la tiv e
 e le ctio ns in O cto ber. In E gyp t, th e F re edo m a nd J u stic e P arty , th e n ew fa ctio n c re ate d b y th e M uslim
 B ro th erh ood, is lik e ly to g ain a la rg e n um ber o f s e a ts in p arlia m en t in e le ctio ns th is fa ll. S hould c o untr ie s th at
 have e xp erie nce d m ore v io le nt r e vo lu tio n s a ls o h old e le ctio ns, s u ch a s L ib ya , S yria , a nd Y em en, Is la m is t
 p arlia m enta ria ns a re w ell p osit io ned to c o m pe te in th ose n atio ns a s w ell.
 A l Q aeda a nd it s a llie s w ill n ot s u pport th ese Is la m is ts u nle ss th ey r e je ct p arlia m enta ry p olit ic s a nd e sta blis h
 g ove rn m ents th at s tr ic tly im ple m ent Is la m ic la w a nd a re h ostile to th e U nit e d S ta te s. T he Is la m is t
 p arlia m enta ria ns a re u nlik e ly to d o e it h er. H avin g s u ff e re d u nder o ne-p arty r u le fo r d eca des a nd w ary o f r iv a l
 Is la m is t p artie s, th e A ra b w orld 's Is la m is t p arlia m en ta ria ns ( lik e th eir s e cu la r c o u nte rp arts ) w ill b e u nw illin g to
 s u pport s u ch a s yste m in th e fu tu re . A nd a lt h ough th ey w ill c e rta in ly s e e k to im ple m ent m ore c o nse rv a tiv e
 s o cia l la w s, th e Is la m is t p arlia m enta ria n s w ill lik e ly c o m e to a cce pt th at th eir c o u ntr ie s r e quir e th e e co nom ic
 a nd m ilit a ry a id o f th e U nit e d S ta te s o r it s a llie s.
 U nable to m ake p ro gre ss in c o untr ie s w here Is la m is t p arlia m en ta ria ns h old s w ay, s u ch a s E gyp t, a l Q aeda w ill
 i n ste ad a tte m pt to d im in is h W ash in gto n's c lo ut b y a tta ckin g th e U nit e d S ta te s a nd fo cu s o n a id in g r e bels in
 L ib ya , S yria , a nd Y em en. B ut e ve n in th ose c o u ntr ie s, it w ill n eed to m ake c o m pro m is e s to w ork w it h e xis tin g
 re bel g ro ups, a nd th ese g ro ups, lik e th eir fe llo w Is la m is ts e ls e w here , m ay a cce pt s o m e le ve l o f U .S . s u pport
 s h ould th ey ta ke p ow er. W hat a ll th is m ean s is th at d esp it e th e s e e m in gly o pportu ne m om ent, a l Q aeda is
 u nlik e ly to m ake m uch p ro gre ss to w ard it s u lt im ate g oal o f e sta blis h in g Is la m ic s ta te s in th e A ra b w orld .
 IS LA M IS M R IS ES
 BO TH A L Q AED A a nd to day's Is la m is t p arlia m en ta ria ns a re o utg ro w th s o f th e Is la m is m th at a ro se in th e
 nin ete enth c e ntu ry a s a r e sp onse to th e c o lo nia l d om in atio n o f M uslim la nds. Is la m is ts b elie ve d th at M uslim s'
 a bandonm ent o f th eir fa it h h ad m ade th e m v u ln era ble to fo re ig n r u le . In r e sp o nse , th ey a dvo ca te d fo r
 in dependent M uslim r u le rs w ho w ould fu lly im ple m en t Is la m ic la w , o r s h a ria . A la rg e n um ber o f th ese Is la m is ts
 a dhere d to S ala fis m , a r e viv a lis t id eolo gy th at s o u ght to p urg e Is la m o f W este rn in flu ence a nd s u ppose dly
 i m pro per le gal in nova tio ns b y r e tu rn in g t o th e r e lig io us in str u ctio n o f th e fir s t g enera tio ns o f M uslim s, o r S ala f.
 P an-Is la m ic s e ntim ent in te nsif ie d a fte r W orld W ar I, w hen F ra nce a nd th e U nit e d K in gdom c re ate d c o lo nie s o ut
 of th e r u in s o f th e O tto m an E m pir e . S un ni M uslim s w ere fu rth er o utr a ged w hen th e n ew s e cu la r g ove rn m ent in 12/30/2018 EBSCOhost 
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 Turk e y a bolis h ed th e c a lip hate , a la rg ely s ym bo lic in stit u tio n th at n oneth ele ss h ad r e pre se nte d th e u nit y o f th e
 M uslim e m pir e u nder a s in gle le ader ( o r c a lip h) in th e r e lig io ns e arly d ays.
 W hen n atio nalis t m ove m ents s u cce eded in e ndin g th e d ir e ct r u le o f fo re ig n p ow ers in th e M id dle E ast,
 b egin nin g w hen E gyp t g ain ed in depende nce fr o m th e U nit e d K in gdom in 1 922, Is la m is t a ctiv is ts s o ught to
 r e pla ce th e s e cu la r la w s a nd in stit u tio ns g ove rn in g th e n ew ly in dependent s ta te s w it h s yste m s b ase d o n
 sh aria . P erh aps th e m ost fa m ous o f th e Is la m is t o rg aniz a tio ns o f th is p erio d w as th e M uslim B ro th erh ood,
 fo unded in E gyp t in th e 1 920s. Y et w hen it tr ie d to c o m pe te in E gyp t's p arlia m en ta ry e le ctio ns in 1 942, th e
 E gyp tia n g ove rn m ent, u nder B rit is h p re ssu re , fo rc e d it to w it h dra w . A lt h ough th ey fa ile d to a ch ie ve th eir a im s
 th ro ugh p arlia m enta ry p olit ic s, s o m e B ro th erh ood a ctiv is ts tu rn ed to p eace fu l s o cia l a ctiv is m , w here as o th ers ,
 su ch a s S ayyid Q utb , w ho w as o ne o f th e g ro ups m ost p ro m in ent m em be rs , d eve lo ped a n id eolo gy o f v io le nt
 re vo lu tio n. Q utb r e je cte d th e id ea o f m an-m ad e le gis la tio n a nd h eld th at M uslim -le d g ove rn m ents th at m ade
 th eir o w n la w , a s o ppose d to a doptin g s h aria , w ere n ot tr u ly M uslim . Q utb e nco u ra ged p io us M uslim s to r e bel
 again st s u ch r e gim es; h is w rit in gs h ave in sp ir e d g enera tio ns o f S unni m ilit a nts , in clu din g th e fo unders o f a l
 Q aeda.
 Is la m is ts c o ntin ued to fo cu s o n d om estic m atte rs u ntil th e S ovie t U nio n in va d ed A fg hanis ta n in 1 979. In a b urs t
 o f p an-Is la m ic s p ir it , th ousa nds o f y o ung A ra b m en flo oded in to P akis ta n h opin g to b attle th e S ovie ts . A m ong
 th em w as b in L aden, w ho r e cru it e d m en , p ro cu re d e quip m en t, a nd r a is e d m on ey fo r th e c a use . H is tr a in in g
 ca m ps in A fg hanis ta n, a nd o th ers lik e it , g ave jih adis ts o f a ll b ackg ro unds a s h a re d id entit y a nd m is sio n. In
 d oin g s o , th ey s e rv e d a s e arly in cu bato rs o f g lo bal jih adis m . W hen th e S ovie ts w it h dre w fr o m A fg hanis ta n
 nearly a d eca de la te r, th e jih adis ts b elie ve d th at th ey h ad h elp ed d efe at a s u p erp ow er.
 A l Q aeda, w hic h w as c re ate d in 1 988, g re w o ut o f th ose c a m ps. A ym an a l- Z aw ahir i, a n E gyp tia n Is la m is t w ho
 m erg ed h is o rg aniz a tio n, E gyp tia n Is la m ic J ih ad, w it h a l Q aeda in 2 001, e xp la in ed a l Q aeda's m is sio n in 2 010
 as p ro vid in g a " b ase fo r in doctr in atio n, tr a in in g, a nd in cit e m en t th at g ath ere d th e c a pabilit ie s o f th e u m mah
 [u niv e rs a l Is la m ic c o m munit y ], tr a in ed th e m , r a is e d th eir c o n scio usn e ss, im pro ve d th eir a bilit ie s, a nd g ave
 th em c o nfid ence in th eir r e lig io n a nd th em se lv e s." T his b ase , Z aw ahir i s a id , in vo lv e d " la rg e a m ounts o f
 partic ip atio n in jih ad, b earin g th e w orrie s o f th e u m mah, a nd s e iz in g th e in it ia tiv e in th e m ost u rg ent c a la m it ie s
 co nfr o ntin g th e u m mah." In o th er w ord s, a l Q aeda e nvis io ned it s e lf a s a r e vo lu tio nary v a nguard a nd s p ecia l
 opera tio ns u nit w ork in g to d efe nd th e M uslim w orld .
 B IN L A DEN 'S D AY S O F P R O M IS E
 AL Q AED A'S e arly y e ars s e em ed fu ll o f p ossib ilit y . T he c o lla pse o f th e S ovie t U nio n c re ate d n ew o pportu nit ie s
 fo r r a dic a ls in th e e m pir e 's fo rm er c lie nt s ta te s. Is la m is ts to ok c o n tr o l o f S udan in 1 989, a nd S addam 's in va sio n
 of K uw ait in 1 990 g alv a niz e d Is la m is t p olit ic a l p ro te sts in A lg eria , c u lm in atin g in a n Is la m is t v ic to ry in th e
 co untr y 's e le ctio ns th e fo llo w in g y e ar. W hen th e s e cu la r A lg eria n m ilit a ry n ullif ie d th e r e su lt s a nd r e ta in ed
 pow er, it o nly u nders co re d th e p erc e iv e d n eed fo r a c o m mit te d M uslim v a n guard .
 Ir a q's in va sio n o f K uw ait tu rn ed a l Q aed a's a tte ntio n to th e U nit e d S ta te s. B in L aden o ff e re d to s e nd a l Q aeda
 opera tiv e s to S audi A ra bia to h elp p ro te ct th e c o u ntr y fr o m a tta ck b y S addam . B ut th e S audis r e je cte d h is
 p ro posa l a nd in ste ad in vit e d th e U .S . m ilit a ry to le ad a n a ssa ult o n Ir a q fr o m th eir te rrit o ry . T he d ecis io n
 in su lt e d b in L aden a nd r a is e d h is fe ars a bout th e g ro w th o f u nch e cke d U .S . p ow er in th e M id dle E ast. B in
 L aden's c o nce rn s g re w th e fo llo w in g y e ar, w hen th e U nit e d S ta te s d eplo ye d p eace ke epin g tr o ops to S om alia
 s o on a fte r h e h ad m ove d a l Q aeda's h ead quarte rs to S udan--a lt h ough h e c e le bra te d th e U .S . w it h dra w al
 fo llo w in g th e in fa m ous " B la ck H aw k d ow n" a m bu sh ( in w hic h a l Q aeda o pera tiv e s c la im to h ave p artic ip ate d). 12/30/2018 EBSCOhost 
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 By 1 993, a l Q aeda m em bers b egan id entif y in g U .S . ta rg ets in E ast A fr ic a , a nd in 1 994 th ey s e nt e xp lo siv e s to
 S audi A ra bia to a tta ck a n u nsp ecif ie d U .S . fa cilit y .
 B in L aden r e tu rn ed to A fg hanis ta n in 1 996 a fte r Is la m is t- c o n tr o lle d S udan e xp e lle d h im a t W ash in gto n's
 b ehest. H e v ie w ed h is e xile a s fu rth er e vid ence th at A ra b Is la m is ts c o u ld n ot b uild Is la m ic s ta te s u ntil W este rn
 p ow er in th e r e gio n w as d im in is h ed. In a p ublic d ecla ra tio n th at s a m e y e a r, h e a nnounce d th at h e w as tu rn in g
 his g aze fr o m A fr ic a to th e P ers ia n G ulf a nd u rg ed M uslim s to la unch a g uerrilla w ar a gain st U .S . tr o ops in
 S audi A ra bia . B in L aden n ot o nly r e se nte d th e S audis fo r r e fu sin g h is h elp in th e G ulf W ar a nd b annin g h im
 f r o m th e k in gdom b ut a ls o c o uld n ot to le ra te th e c o n tin ued p re se n ce o f U .S . fo rc e s in th e c o untr y . If jih adis ts
 in flic te d e nough d am age o n th e U nit e d S ta te s, h e a rg ued, th e U .S . m ilit a ry w ould w it h dra w fr o m S audi s o il, a
 m ove th at w ould a llo w th e Is la m is ts to c o nfr o nt th e d evia nt S audi r o ya l fa m ily d ir e ctly . A lt h ough b in L aden d id
 n ot h ave th e r e so urc e s to c a rry o ut h is th re at, h is s ta te m en t in fu ria te d th e S audi g ove rn m ent, w hic h in str u cte d
 it s c lie nts in A fg hanis ta n, th e r u lin g T a lib a n, to r e str ic t h is a ctiv it ie s.
 B ut b in L aden o nly e sca la te d h is r h eto ric a gain st th e U nit e d S ta te s. In 1 998, in a jo in t fa tw a w it h th e le aders o f
 oth er m ilit a nt o rg aniz a tio ns, h e c a lle d o n e ve ry M uslim to m urd er A m eric a n s. S oon th ere afte r, a l Q aeda m ade
 good o n th is th re at b y b om bin g th e U .S . e m ba ssie s in K enya a nd T a nza n ia . B in L aden la te r d escrib ed th ese
 a tta cks in h is w ill a nd te sta m ent a s th e s e co n d o f th re e " e sca la tin g s tr ik e s" a gain st th e U nit e d S ta te s--th e fir s t
 b ein g H ezb olla h's b om bin g o f th e U .S . M arin e b arra cks in L ebanon in 1 983 a nd th e th ir d b ein g 9 /1 1 --a ll o f
 w hic h w ould " le ad to th e w it h dra w al [fr o m th e M id dle E ast] o f th e U nit e d S ta te s a nd th e in fid el W est, e ve n if
 a fte r d oze ns o f y e ars ."
 In fa ct, 9 /1 1 d id n ot m ark th e lo gic a l c u lm in atio n o f th e L ebanon a nd A fr ic a b om bin gs, a s b in L aden s u ggeste d.
 In ste ad, it r e pre se nte d a s u btle b ut s ig n if ic a n t s h if t in a l Q aeda's s tr a te gy. B efo re 9 /1 1 , a l Q aeda h ad ta rg ete d
 U .S . c it iz e ns a nd in stit u tio ns a bro ad, n e ve r a tta ckin g U .S . s o il. T he id ea b ehin d a m ass-c a su alt y a tta ck a gain st
 th e U .S . h om ela nd a ro se o nly a fte r th e A fr ic a b om bin gs. T w o m on th s b efo re 9 /1 1 , Z aw ahir i, w ho h ad b eco m e
 al Q aeda's s e co nd-in -c o m mand, p ublis h ed K nig hts U nder th e B anner o f th e P ro phet, w hic h o ff e rs in sig ht in to
 w hy a l Q aeda d ecid ed to a tta ck th e U nit e d S ta te s w it h in it s b ord ers . In it , h e s ta te d th at a l Q aeda a im ed to
 e sta blis h a n Is la m ic s ta te in th e A ra b w orld :
 Just as victory is not achieved for an army unless its  
 foot soldiers occupy land, the mujahid Islamic movement  
 will not achieve victory against the global infidel  
 alliance unless it possesses a base in the heart of the  
 Islamic world. Every plan and method we consider to  
 rally and mobilize the ummah will be hanging in the air  
 with no concrete result or tangible return unless it  
 leads to the establishment of the caliphal state in the  
 heart of the Islamic world.
 A ch ie vin g th is g oal, Z aw ahir i e xp la in ed e ls e w here in th e b ook, w ould r e quir e a g lo bal jih ad:
 It is not possible to incite a conflict for the  
 establishment of a Muslim state if it is a regional  
 conflict…. The international Jewish-Crusader  
 alliance, led by America, will not allow any Muslim  
 force to obtain power in any of the Muslim lands….  
 It will impose sanctions on whomever helps it, even if  
 it does not declare war against them altogether.  
 Therefore, to adjust to this new reality, we must  
 prepare ourselves for a battle that is not confined to a 12/30/2018 EBSCOhost 
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 single region but rather includes the apostate domestic  
 enemy and the Jewish-Crusader external enemy.
 T o c o nfr o nt th is in sid io us a llia nce , Z aw ah ir i a rg ued, a l Q aeda h ad to fir s t r o ot o ut U .S . in flu ence in th e r e gio n,
 w hic h it c o uld b est a cco m plis h b y a tta ckin g ta rg ets o n U .S . s o il. Z aw ahir i p re dic te d th at th e U nit e d S ta te s
 w ould r e act e it h er b y w agin g w ar a gain st M uslim s w orld w id e o r b y p ullin g b ack it s fo rc e s fr o m M uslim la nds. In
 o th er w ord s, th e U nit e d S ta te s w ould e it h er fig ht o r fle e. A s u cce ssfu l d ir e ct s tr ik e a gain st U .S . c e nte rs o f
 pow er, h e b elie ve d, w ould fo rc e th is c h o ic e o n th e U nit e d S ta te s a nd a llo w a l Q aeda to o ve rc o m e th e
 obsta cle s p re ve ntin g it fr o m r a lly in g th e M uslim m asse s a nd e ndin g U .S . h egem ony in th e M id dle E ast: a la ck
 o f le aders h ip , th e la ck o f a c le ar e nem y, a nd a la ck o f c o n fid ence a m on g M uslim s. A l Q aeda w ould s o on te st
 th at th eory o n 9 /1 1 .
 JIH ADIS T S TA TE B UIL D IN G
 FR O M A N o pera tio nal p ers p ectiv e , th e 9 /1 1 a tta cks s u cce eded fa r b eyo n d b in L aden's im agin atio n, k illin g
 m ore th an 3 ,0 00 c iv ilia ns a nd u nexp ecte dly d estr o yin g th e W orld T ra de C ente r. B ut to a l Q aeda's d is m ay, 9 /1 1
 d id n ot r a lly M uslim s to it s c a use . In deed, th e o rg aniz a tio n lo st le git im acy w hen b in L aden, h opin g to a vo id
 a ngerin g h is T a lib an h osts , in it ia lly d enie d r e sp o nsib ilit y fo r th e a tta cks. A nd w hen th e U nit e d S ta te s r e ta lia te d
 again st a l Q aeda in A fg hanis ta n, it d id s o w it h out p ro vid in g th e g ro up w it h th e k in d o f c le ar e nem y--a la rg e
 "C ru sa der" a rm y--th e m ilit a nt Is la m is ts h ad h oped fo r. T he U nit e d S ta te s k e p t it s fo otp rin t s m all, u sin g
 ove rw helm in g a ir p ow er a nd d eplo yin g s p ecia l o pera tio ns fo rc e s a nd C IA a gents to w ork w it h a llie d tr ib es to
 d epose th e T a lib an a nd d estr o y a l Q aeda's b ase o f o pera tio ns.
 A lt h ough th e U .S . m ilit a ry fa ile d to c a ptu re b in L aden, it q uic kly o ve rra n th e T a lib an a nd to pple d w hat m any
 jih adis ts c o nsid ere d th e o nly a uth entic Is la m ic s ta te . A fg hanis ta n's fa ll th us r e pre se nte d a h uge b lo w to a l
 Q aeda, w hose p ro fe sse d g oal, o f c o urs e , w as to e sta blis h s u ch s ta te s. T he m ajo rit y o f a l Q aeda's S hura
 C ouncil h ad r e porte dly c o unse le d b in L ad en a gain st a tta ckin g th e U nit e d S ta te s fo r fe ar o f p re cis e ly th is
 o utc o m e.
 H avin g fa ile d to r a lly M uslim s to h is c a use o r b og d ow n th e U .S . m ilit a ry in a p ro tr a cte d g ro und w ar, b in L aden
 fle d to P akis ta n a nd r e fo cu se d h is e ff o rts o n th e U .S . p re se n ce in S audi A ra bia . S audi A ra bia h ad b een a t th e
 fo re fr o nt o f b in L aden's th oughts s in ce 1 9 94, a nd h e n ow h ad th e r e so u rc e s to la unch a m ajo r o ff e nsiv e
 a gain st th e U .S . p re se nce in th e k in gdom . In e arly 2 002, h e s e n t h undre ds o f jih adis ts to S audi A ra bia to
 o rg aniz e a tta cks o n U .S . m ilit a ry a nd c iv ilia n p ers o n nel in th e c o u ntr y . A fte r a y e a r o f p re para tio n, b in L aden
 and Z aw ahir i im patie ntly la unch ed th ese a tta cks o ve r o bje ctio ns fr o m th eir S audi b ra nch th at it w as n ot r e ady.
 T he c a m paig n w as a d is a ste r. A lt h ough a l Q aeda a tte m pte d to s tr ik e o nly U .S . ta rg ets , it k ille d m any A ra b
 M uslim s in th e p ro ce ss, tu rn in g th e S aud i p ublic a gain st th e g ro up. In o ne p artic u la rly d is a str o us e xa m ple , a n
 al Q aeda a tta ck o n a r e sid entia l c o m pou nd in R iy a d h in N ove m be r 2 003 k ille d m ain ly A ra bs a nd M uslim s,
 m any o f w hom w ere c h ild re n. A fte r a tw o-y e a r b attle , S audi fo rc e s h ad s ta m pe d o ut th e o rg aniz a tio n's
 p re se nce in th e k in gdom .
 Yet a l Q aeda's ta rg etin g m is ca lc u la tio ns w ere n ot th e o nly r e aso n fo r it s fa ilu re in S audi A ra bia . D esp it e a
 s e rie s o f s p ecta cu la r a tta cks, th e o rg aniz a tio n c o u ld n ot c o m pe te fo r a tte ntio n w it h th e b attle in Ir a q. T he U .S .
 in va sio n o f th at c o untr y in 2 003 in fla m ed M uslim o pin io n w orld w id e a nd h ad fin ally g iv e n jih adis ts th e c le ar
 battle th ey c ra ve d. B in L aden a nd Z aw ah ir i s e iz e d th e o pportu nit y to r e co ve r fr o m th eir s tr a te gic b lu nders in
 A fg hanis ta n a nd S audi A ra bia a nd to s p ark a n a ll- c o n su m in g b attle b etw een th e U nit e d S ta te s a nd th e Is la m ic
 w orld . T hey h oped th at th is s tr u ggle w ould r a lly M uslim s to a l Q aeda's c a u se a nd, m ost im porta nt, b le ed th e
 U nit e d S ta te s o f it s r e so urc e s. A s U .S . c a su a lt ie s m ou nte d in Ir a q, a l Q aeda s tr a te gis ts b egan c it in g th e
 le sso ns o f V ie tn am a nd q uotin g th e U .S . h is to ria n P aul K ennedy o n th e c o n se q uence s o f " im peria l 12/30/2018 EBSCOhost 
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 ove rs tr e tc h ." B y th e e nd o f 2 004, b in L ad en h ad b egun p ublic ly r e fe rrin g to a l Q aeda's " w ar o f a ttr it io n" a gain st
 th e U nit e d S ta te s.
 A l Q aeda h oped th at Ir a q w ould b e th e f ir s t Is la m ic s ta te to r is e a fte r th e lo ss o f A fg hanis ta n. In a 2 005 le tte r to
 A bu M usa b a l- Z arq aw i, a le ader o f th e Ir a qi in su rg ency w ho e ve n tu ally jo in ed a l Q aeda a nd fo rm ed th e
 su bsid ia ry g ro up a l Q aeda in Ir a q, Z aw ahir i a sse rte d th at v ic to ry w ould c o m e w hen " a M uslim s ta te is
 e sta blis h ed in th e m anner o f th e P ro phet in th e h eart o f th e Is la m ic w orld … . T he c e nte r w ould b e in th e L eva nt
 and E gyp t." Z aw ahir i a rg ued th at to e xp e l th e U nit e d S ta te s a nd e sta blis h a n Is la m ic s ta te , jih adis ts n eeded
 "p opula r s u pport fr o m th e M uslim m asse s in Ir a q, a nd th e s u rro undin g M uslim c o untr ie s." Z aw ahir i to ld
 Z arq aw i th at g ain in g th is s u pport w ould b e e asie r w hile U .S . fo rc e s c o n tin ued to o ccu py Ir a q. B ut to p re se rv e
 th eir le git im acy a fte r a U .S . r e tr e at, Z aw ahir i s a id , jih adis ts w ould n eed to a vo id a lie natin g th e p ublic th ro ugh
 se cta ria nis m o r g ra tu it o us v io le nce . T hey h ad to c o o pera te w it h M uslim s o f a ll id eolo gic a l a nd th eolo gic a l
 str ip es a s lo ng a s th ey s h are d th e d esir e fo r a s ta te d edic a te d to s h a ria . Z aw ahir i w arn ed Z arq aw i th at if h e
 decla re d a n Is la m ic s ta te b efo re a l Q aeda h ad b uilt a n e ff e ctiv e c o a lit io n o f M uslim g ro ups a nd g arn ere d
 popula r a ppro va l in Ir a q, th e s ta te w ould fa il a nd th e jih adis ts ' s e cu la r a nd Is la m is t o pponents w ould ta ke
 p ow er.
 Z arq aw i's fo llo w ers d id n ot h eed Z aw ah ir i's a dvic e . A l Q aeda in Ir a q d ecla re d th e fo undin g o f a n Is la m ic s ta te
 s o on a fte r Z arq aw i w as k ille d in a n a ir s tr ik e in 2 006, a nd, a s Z aw ahir i h ad w arn ed, th e g ro up e nded u p
 alie natin g m ore m odera te S unnis th ro ug h it s b ru ta l im ple m en ta tio n o f Is la m ic la w a nd it s r e le ntle ss a ssa ult o n
 Ir a q's S hiit e s. It a ls o lo st m any o f it s a llie s in th e in su rg ency b y d em an din g th eir o bedie nce a nd th en ta rg etin g
 th em a nd th eir c o nstit u encie s if th ey r e fu se d to c o o pera te . A ddit io nally , th e fa ct th at a l Q aeda in Ir a q's s o -
 ca lle d Is la m ic s ta te c o ntr o lle d s o lit tle te rrit o ry e arn ed th e s co rn o f fe llo w S unni m ilit a nts in Ir a q a nd a bro ad. A l
 Q aeda h ad b otc h ed it s fir s t r e al a tte m pt a t s ta te b uild in g. E ve n if it h ad fo llo w ed Z aw ahir i's c o unse l, h ow eve r,
 a l Q aeda in Ir a q, a s w ell a s th e la rg er o rg aniz a tio n, w ould h ave fa ce d a n ew th re at o n th e h oriz o n: Is la m is t
 p artie s w it h th e d esir e a nd k n ow -h ow to e nte r th e p olit ic a l s yste m .
 TH E IS LA M IS TS W HO V O TE
 W HER EAS A L Q AED A'S b ru ta l, s e cta ria n ta ctic s tu rn ed th e Ir a qi p opula ce a gain st it , th e S unni fo rc e s w illin g
 to e ngage in p arlia m enta ry p olit ic s g ain ed th e m ost p ow er. C hie f a m on g th em w as th e M uslim B ro th erh ood,
 w hose Ir a qi Is la m ic P arty d om in ate s S unn i p olit ic s in Ir a q to day a nd r e gula rly s u p plie s o ne o f th e c o untr y 's tw o
 vic e p re sid ents .
 T he jih adis ts , o f c o urs e , r e je ct th is s u cce ss. Z aw ahir i h as b een p artic u la rly c rit ic a l o f A bdel M oneim A bou e l-
 F ato uh, a o ne-tim e m em ber o f th e E gyp tia n M uslim B ro th erh ood's le aders h ip c o u ncil w ho is n ow a n
 in dependent c a ndid ate fo r p re sid ent in E gyp t. A bou e l- F ato uh s ta te d b efo re th e A ra b r e vo lu tio ns th at th e
 B ro th erh ood w ould r e sp ect th e r e su lt s o f a ny p opula r e le ctio n in E gyp t a nd r e m ain in lo ya l o pposit io n s h ould it s
 o pponents w in . T his id ea w as a nath em a to Z aw ahir i, w ho a rg ued th at a g ove rn m ent's le git im acy d eriv e s n ot
 fr o m th e b allo t b ox b ut fr o m it s e nfo rc e m ent o f Is la m ic la w . " A ny g ove rn m en t e sta blis h ed o n th e b asis o f a
 c o nstit u tio n th at is s e cu la r, a th eis t, o r c o ntr a dic to ry to Is la m c a n not b e a r e sp e cte d g ove rn m ent b eca use it is
 u n-Is la m ic a nd n ot a cco rd in g to s h aria ," h e w ro te in a r e vis io n o f K nig hts p ublis h e d in 2 010. " It is u nacce pta ble
 t h at a le ader in th e B ro th erh ood e vin ce s r e sp e ct fo r s u ch a g ove rn m en t, e ve n if it c o m es a bout th ro ugh fa ir
 e le ctio ns."
 T o b e c le ar, Z aw ahir i d oes n ot o ppose a ll e le ctio ns; fo r e xa m ple , h e s u p ports e le ctio ns fo r th e r u le rs o f Is la m ic
 s ta te s a nd fo r r e pre se nta tiv e s o n le aders h ip c o u ncils , w hic h w ould e nsu re th at th ese g ove rn m ents
 im ple m ente d Is la m ic la w p ro perly . B ut h e o ppose s a ny s yste m in w hic h e le ctio ns e m pow er le gis la to rs to m ake 12/30/2018 EBSCOhost 
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 la w s o f th eir o w n c h oosin g. In th e s e co n d e dit io n o f K nig hts , Z aw ahir i o utlin ed a l Q aeda's v is io n fo r th e p ro per
 Is la m ic s ta te :
 We demand … the government of the rightly guiding  
 caliphate, which is established on the basis of the  
 sovereignty of sharia and not on the whims of the  
 majority. Its ummah chooses its rulers…. If they  
 deviate, the ummah brings them to account and removes  
 them. The ummah participates in producing that  
 government's decisions and determining its direction….  
 [The caliphal state] commands the right and forbids the  
 wrong and engages in jihad to liberate Muslim lands and  
 to free all humanity from all oppression and ignorance.
 B in L aden a gre ed w it h Z aw ahir i's ta ke o n e le ctio ns, s ta tin g in J a n uary 2 009 th at o nce fo re ig n in flu ence a nd
 lo ca l ty ra nts h ave b een r e m ove d fr o m Is la m ic c o u ntr ie s, tr u e M uslim s c a n e le ct th eir o w n p re sid ents . A nd lik e
 Z aw ahir i, b in L aden a rg ued th at e le ctio ns s h o uld n ot c re ate p arlia m en ts th at a llo w M uslim s a nd n on-M uslim s
 to c o lla bora te o n m akin g la w s.
 A lt h ough a l Q aeda's le aders c o ncu rre d o n e le ctio ns, th ey d if f e re d o n th e u tilit y o f u sin g n onvio le nt p ro te st to
 a ch ie ve Is la m is t g oals . In b in L aden's J a nuary 2 009 r e m ark s, h e c la im ed th at d em onstr a tio ns w it h out w eapons
 are u se le ss. T his c o ntr a dic te d a s ta te m en t m ad e b y Z aw ahir i a w eek e arlie r, in w hic h h e c a lle d o n E gyp tia n
 M uslim s to g o o n s tr ik e in p ro te st o f th en E gyp tia n P re sid ent H osn i M ub ara k's b lo cka de o f th e G aza S tr ip . N ow
 th at Z aw ahir i h as r e pla ce d b in L aden a s th e le ader o f a l Q aeda, h is o penness to n onvio le nt ta ctic s m ay h elp
 t h e o rg aniz a tio n n avig ate th e r e vo lu tio ns s w ee pin g th e A ra b w orld . E ve n s o , h is h ostilit y to w ard p arlia m enta ry
 p olit ic s c e des th e r e al le ve rs o f p ow er to th e Is la m is t p arlia m en ta ria ns.
 S PR IN G TIM E F O R T H E P A RLIA M EN TA RIA NS
 AL Q AED A n ow s ta nds a t a p re cip ic e . T he A ra b S prin g a nd th e s u cce ss o f Is la m is t p arlia m enta ria ns
 th ro ughout th e M id dle E ast h ave c h alle ng ed it s c o re v is io n ju st a s th e g ro up h as lo st it s fo under. A l Q aeda h as
 als o lo st a cce ss to b in L aden's p ers o nal c o n nectio ns in A fg hanis ta n, P akis ta n, a nd th e P ers ia n G ulf , w hic h h ad
 lo ng p ro vid ed it w it h r e so urc e s a nd p ro te ctio n. B in L aden's d eath h as d epriv e d a l Q aeda o f it s m ost m edia -
 sa vvy ic o n; a nd m ost im porta nt, a l Q aeda h as lo st it s c o m mander in c h ie f. T he r a id th at k ille d b in L aden
 re ve ale d th at h e h ad n ot b een r e duce d t o a fig ure head, a s m an y W este rn a naly sts h ad s u sp ecte d; h e h ad
 co ntin ued to d ir e ct th e o pera tio ns o f a l Q ae da a nd it s fr a nch is e s. Y et th e d ocu m ents s e iz e d fr o m b in L aden's
 h om e in A bbotta bad, P akis ta n, r e ve al h o w w eak a l Q aeda h ad b eco m e e ve n u nder h is o ngoin g le aders h ip .
 C orre sp ondence fo und in th e r a id s h ow s b in L aden a nd h is lie ute nants la m en tin g a l Q aeda's la ck o f fu nds a nd
 th e c o nsta nt c a su alt ie s fr o m U .S . d ro ne s tr ik e s. T hese p apers h ave m ad e th e o rg aniz a tio n e ve n m ore
 v u ln era ble b y e xp osin g it s g enera l c o m m and s tr u ctu re , p uttin g a l Q aeda's le aders h ip a t g re ate r r is k o f
 extin ctio n th an e ve r b efo re .
 A l Q aeda h as e le cte d Z aw ahir i a s it s n e w c h ie f, a t le ast fo r n ow . B ut th e tr a nsit io n w ill n ot b e s e am le ss. S om e
 mem bers o f a l Q aeda's o ld g uard fe el lit tle lo ya lt y to Z aw ahir i, w hom th ey v ie w a s a r e la tiv e n ew co m er. A l
 Q aeda's m em bers fr o m th e P ers ia n G ulf , fo r th eir p art, m ay fe el a lie nate d b y h avin g a n E gyp tia n a t th eir h elm ,
 esp ecia lly if Z aw ahir i c h oose s a noth er E gyp tia n a s h is d eputy .
 D esp it e th ese p ote ntia l s o urc e s o f fr ic tio n, a l Q aeda is n ot lik e ly to s p lit u nder Z aw ahir i's r e ig n. Its s e nio r
 le aders h ip w ill s till w ant to u nit e jih adis t g ro ups u nder it s b anner, a nd it s fr a nch is e s w ill h ave lit tle r e aso n to
 r e lin quis h th e r e co gnit io n a nd r e so urc e s th at c o m e w it h a l Q aeda a ff ilia tio n. Y et th ose a ff ilia te s c a nnot o ff e r a l
 Q aeda's s e nio r c o m manders s h elt e r. In de ed, s h o uld P akis ta n b eco m e to o d angero us a r e fu ge fo r th e 12/30/2018 EBSCOhost 
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 org aniz a tio n's le aders , th ey w ill fin d th em se lv e s w it h fe w o th er o ptio ns. T he Is la m ic g ove rn m ents th at
 pre vio usly p ro te cte d a nd a ssis te d a l Q aeda, s u ch a s th ose in A fg hanis ta n a nd S udan in th e 1 990s, e it h er n o
 lo nger e xis t o r a re in hosp it a ble ( a lt h ough S om alia m ig ht b eco m e a c a n did ate if th e m ilit a nt g ro up a l S habab
 co nso lid ate s it s h old th ere ).
 In th e m id st o f g ra pplin g w it h a ll th ese c h alle nges, a l Q aeda m ust a ls o d ecid e h ow to r e sp ond to th e u pris in gs
 in th e A ra b w orld . T hus fa r, it s le aders h ave in dic a te d th at th ey w ant to s u p port Is la m is t in su rg ents in u nsta ble
 r e vo lu tio nary c o untr ie s a nd la y th e g ro u ndw ork fo r th e c re atio n o f Is la m ic s ta te s o nce th e e xis tin g r e gim es
 have fa lle n, s im ila r to w hat th ey a tte m pte d in Ir a q. B ut a l Q aeda's tr u e s tr a te gic d ile m ma lie s in E gyp t a nd
 T unis ia . In th ese c o untr ie s, lo ca l ty ra nts h ave b een o uste d, b ut p arlia m en ta ry e le ctio ns w ill b e h eld s o on, a nd
 th e U nit e d S ta te s r e m ain s in flu entia l.
 T he o utc o m e in E gyp t is p artic u la rly p ers o nal fo r Z aw ahir i, w ho b egan h is fig ht to d epose th e E gyp tia n
 gove rn m ent a s a te enager. Z aw ahir i a ls o u nders ta nds th at E gyp t, g iv e n it s g eostr a te gic im porta nce a nd it s
 s ta tu s a s th e le adin g A ra b n atio n, is th e g ra nd p riz e in th e c o n te st b etw een a l Q aeda a nd th e U nit e d S ta te s. In
 h is r e ce nt s ix -p art m essa ge to th e E gyp tia n p eople a nd in h is e ulo gy fo r b in L aden, Z aw ahir i s u ggeste d th at
 abse nt o uts id e in te rfe re nce , th e E gyp tia ns a nd th e T unis ia ns w ould e sta blis h Is la m ic s ta te s th at w ould b e
 hostile to W este rn in te re sts . B ut th e U nit e d S ta te s, h e s a id , w ill lik e ly w ork to e nsu re th at fr ie ndly p olit ic a l
 fo rc e s, in clu din g s e cu la ris ts a nd m odera te Is la m is ts , w in E gyp t's u pco m in g e le ctio ns. A nd e ve n if th e Is la m is ts
 s u cce ed in e sta blis h in g a n Is la m ic s ta te th ere , Z aw ahir i a rg ued, th e U nit e d S ta te s w ill r e ta in e nough le ve ra ge
 to k e ep it in lin e. T o p re ve nt s u ch a n o utc o m e, Z aw ahir i c a lle d o n Is la m is t a ctiv is ts in E gyp t a nd T unis ia to s ta rt
 a p opula r ( p re su m ably n onvio le nt) c a m paig n to im ple m en t s h a ria a s th e s o le s o u rc e o f le gis la tio n a nd to
 p re ssu re th e tr a nsit io nal g ove rn m ents to e nd th eir c o o pera tio n w it h W ash in gto n.
 Y et Z aw ahir i's a tte m pt to s w ay lo ca l Is la m is ts is u nlik e ly to s u cce ed. A lt h ough s o m e Is la m is ts in th e tw o
 co untr ie s r h eto ric a lly s u pport a l Q aeda, m an y, e sp e cia lly th e M uslim B ro th erh ood, a re n ow o rg aniz in g fo r th eir
 c o untr ie s' u pco m in g e le ctio ns--th at is , th ey a re b eco m in g Is la m is t p arlia m en ta ria ns. E ve n E gyp tia n S ala fis ts ,
 w ho s h are Z aw ahir i's d is ta ste fo r p arlia m en ta ry p olit ic s, a re fo rm in g th eir o w n p olit ic a l p artie s. M ost o m in ous
 fo r Z aw ahir i's a genda, th e E gyp tia n Is la m is t o rg aniz a tio n a l- G am a'a a l- Is la m iy ya ( th e Is la m ic G ro up), p arts o f
 w hic h w ere o nce a llie d w it h a l Q aeda, h a s fo rs w orn v io le nce a nd r e ce n tly a nnounce d th at it w as c re atin g a
 p olit ic a l p arty to c o m pete in E gyp t's p arli a m en ta ry e le ctio ns. A l Q aeda, th en, is lo sin g s w ay e ve n a m ong it s
 n atu ra l a llie s.
 T his d yn am ic lim it s Z aw ahir i's o ptio ns. F or fe ar o f a lie natin g th e E gyp tia n p eople , h e is n ot lik e ly to e nd h is
 e ff o rts to r e ach o ut to E gyp t's Is la m is t p arlia m en ta ria ns o r to b re ak w it h th em b y c a llin g fo r a tta cks in th e
 co untr y b efo re th e e le ctio ns. In ste ad, h e w ill c o n tin ue u rg in g th e Is la m is ts to a dvo ca te fo r s h aria a nd to tr y to
 lim it U .S . in flu ence .
 In th e m eantim e, Z aw ahir i w ill c o ntin ue tr y in g to a tta ck th e U nit e d S ta te s a nd c o n tin ue e xp lo it in g le ss s ta ble
 p ostr e vo lu tio nary c o untr ie s, s u ch a s L ib ya , S yria , a nd Y em en , w hic h m ay p ro ve m ore s u sce ptib le to a l Q aeda's
 i n flu ence . Y et to o pera te in th ese c o untr ie s, a l Q aeda w ill n eed to s u b ord in ate it s p olit ic a l a genda to th ose o f
 th e in su rg ents th ere o r r is k d estr o yin g it s e lf , a s Z arq aw i's g ro up d id in Ir a q. If th ose in su rg ents ta ke p ow er, th ey
 w ill lik e ly r e fu se to o ff e r a l Q aeda s a fe h ave n fo r fe ar o f a lie natin g th e U nit e d S ta te s o r it s a llie s in th e r e gio n.
 T hanks to th e c o ntin ued p re dom in ance o f th e U nit e d S ta te s a nd th e g ro w in g a ppeal o f Is la m is t
 p arlia m enta ria ns in th e M uslim w orld , e ve n s u p porte rs o f a l Q aeda n ow d oubt th at it w ill b e a ble to r e pla ce
 e xis tin g r e gim es w it h Is la m ic s ta te s a nytim e s o o n. In a r e ce n t jo in t s ta te m en t, s e ve ra l jih adis t o nlin e fo ru m s 12/30/2018 EBSCOhost 
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 exp re sse d c o nce rn th at if M uam mar a l- Q addafi is d efe ate d in L ib ya , th e Is la m is ts th ere w ill p artic ip ate in U .S .-
 b acke d e le ctio ns, e ndin g a ny c h ance o f e sta blis h in g a tr u e Is la m ic s ta te .
 A s a r e su lt o f a ll th ese fo rc e s, a l Q aeda is n o lo nger th e v a n guard o f th e Is la m is t m ove m ent in th e A ra b w orld .
 H avin g d efin ed th e te rm s o f Is la m is t p olit ic s fo r th e la st d eca d e b y r a is in g fe ars a bout Is la m ic p olit ic a l p artie s
 and g iv in g A ra b r u le rs a p re te xt to lim it th eir a ctiv it y o r s h u t th em d ow n, a l Q aeda's g oal o f r e m ovin g th ose
 ru le rs is n ow b ein g fu lf ille d b y o th ers w ho a re u nlik e ly to s h a re it s p olit ic a l v is io n. S hould th ese r e vo lu tio ns fa il
 a nd a l Q aeda s u rv iv e s, it w ill b e r e ady to r e cla im th e m an tle o f Is la m is t r e sis ta nce . B ut fo r n ow , th e fo rc e s b est
 p osit io ned to c a pit a liz e o n th e A ra b S prin g a re th e Is la m is t p arlia m en ta ria ns, w ho, u nlik e a l Q aeda, a re w illin g
 and a ble to e ngage in th e m essy b usin ess o f p olit ic s.
 ~~~~~~~~
 B y W illia m M cC ants
 W IL LIA M M CCAN TS is a n a naly st a t C NA's C ente r fo r S tr a te gic S tu die s a nd a n a dju nct fa cu lt y m em ber a t
 Jo hns H opkin s U niv e rs it y . H e is th e a uth o r o f th e fo rth co m in g b ook F oundin g G ods, In ve ntin g N atio ns:
 C onquest a nd C ult u re M yth s F ro m A ntiq uit y to Is la m .
 The c o nte nts o f F ore ig n A ff a ir s a re p ro te cte d b y c o p yrig ht. © 2 004 C ouncil o n F ore ig n R ela tio ns, In c., a ll r ig hts
 r e se rv e d. T o r e quest p erm is sio n to r e pro du ce a ddit io nal c o p ie s o f th e a rtic le (s ) y o u w ill r e tr ie ve , p le ase c o nta ct
 th e P erm is sio ns a nd L ic e nsin g o ff ic e o f F ore ig n A ff a ir s . 
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