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 PHIL 1101: Introduction to Philosophy  
 Term paper guide  
  The overarching theme of this course has been on truth, so that over the semester we have looked at 
 a number of philosophical problems that relate to the idea that there are objective facts about the world we 
 inhabit. The purpose of this assignment is for you to explore one of those problems in more depth than I have 
 asked you to in the short assignments. The first section below provides directions for the paper and some 
 information on gradin g. The second section presents some general guidelines for the paper you submit.  
 Directions and grading  
  The first reading I assigned for the course was a chapter from Paul Boghossian’s Fear of Knowledge . In 
 that essay, Boghossian argues against relativist views of facts and provides reason to think that there are 
 objective (i.e., non -relative) facts. With the possible exception of Kuhn, e ach subsequent reading in some sense 
 accepted the conclusion that some facts do not depend on us or what we think. While that acceptance was 
 rarely explicit, it is hard to see the answers to philosophical problems those essays offered being acceptable if 
 all facts are relative. For this paper, you should select one of the essays we discussed after the Boghossian 
 reading and respond to the three directions below:  
  
 1. You should begin the paper by explaining what problem the essay you have selected sets 
 out to solve, and then explain how the author solves the problem in the essay. Tell me, in 
 other words, what the essay is about and what position the author takes in it.  
  
 2. The second part of your paper should explain what the difference between objective and 
 relative facts is and why that difference is important with regard to the philosophical 
 problem the essay you selected aims to solve. From there, you should explain the role that 
 objectivity about facts plays in the solution the essay provides.  
  
 3. Finally, you should explain how the solution the essay provides would work, if at all, if 
 there were no objective facts and instead all facts are relative. If relativism about facts 
 poses a challenge to the solution the author offers up, explain what that challenge is. If, 
 on the other hand, the solution is compatible with the idea that all facts are relative, explain 
 why that is.  
  Your g rade will be determined by the quality of the work you do in response to the three directions. 
 The paper is worth fifty points. Your response to each direction will make up fifteen of those points, with the 
 remaining five points being determined by matters like organization, spelling, and grammar.  
  This is a formal essay, so your paper should begin with an introductory paragraph that provides a brief 
 overview of t he work you will do in the body as well as a thesis statement. The essay should also end with a  
 brief concluding paragraph that sums up the work you did in the paper’s body. Y ou should clearly address each 
 of the directions in the body of the essay . Be sure to provide thorough explanation of your response to each of 
 those directions. PHIL 110 1 | Spring 2019 | Term paper guide | Page 2 of 2 
  
 Guidelines  
  Dea dline , submissions, and late work . The paper must be submitted to the folder labeled ‘ Term paper’ in 
 the Assignments section of D2L no lat er than 5 :00 pm on Monday, May 13 . D2L will send you an email 
 confirmation if your paper successfully uploads to the f older. You may send your paper to me as an email 
 attachment if you cannot upload it to D2L, or if you are going to submit the paper after the deadline on the 
 13 th. I will accept late papers until 5:00 pm on Wednesday, May 15. Late papers will receive an au tomatic 
 deduction of ten points. Papers submitted after 5:00 pm on the 15 th will receive no credit.  
  File formatting . Please make sure the file you upload to D2L is saved as a Microsoft Word (‘.doc’ or 
 ‘.docx’) , Rich Text (‘.rtf’) , or Portable Document For mat (‘.pdf’) file. Most word processing programs can save 
 in at least one, and typically all three, of those formats. I will not accept papers submitted in other file formats.  
  Drafts. I am happy to look over drafts of your paper before you submit the fina l version, no matter 
 how rough those drafts are. Please stop by my office during my office hours or contact me to set up a meeting 
 if you would like me to look over a draft. I strongly prefer to meet in person when commenting on paper drafts.  
  Length. Your essay should be 1000 -150 0 words long, or around three to five pages. Please understand 
 that this length is a recommendation, not a requirement. If you need six pages to say what you think needs to 
 be said, do not feel obligated to cut mate rial. Likewi se, if your paper contains fewer than 100 0 words and you 
 have nothing further to say, do not include unnecessary material to fill space. That being said, I expect you to 
 fill out each part of the assignment as completely as possible. It is unlikely that yo u will be able to do an adequate 
 job with this assignment in less than three pages.  
  Paper formatting . Use a standard 11 -12 point font throughout the essay . Double -space your paper with 
 1” margins on all sides. Put your name at the top of the first page on ly. Do not put your name or any other 
 identifying information elsewhere on or in the paper. You do not need to include a title page.  
  Citations . I expect you to properly cite any material from outside sources that you incorporate into the 
 essay, including material from the reading that is the focus of your essay . Failing to properly cite information 
 from outside sources constitutes academic dishonesty and will result in a failing grade on this assignment. See 
 me if you have questions about citations , or abo ut sources you are considering using for the paper . 
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                Any topic, any difficulty
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