
Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 
Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re

se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



FIGHTING THE GrEAT WAR

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



FIGHTING THE
GREAT WAR

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, Massachusetts
London, England
2005

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



A Global History

MICHAEL S. NEIBERG

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



Copyright © 2005 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College
All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America

Designed by Dean Bornstein

Pages ii–iii: Australian troops charge a Turkish
trench in the Dardanelles, ca. 1915. © Corbis.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Neiberg, Michael S.

Fighting the Great War : a global history / Michael S. Neiberg.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 0-674-01696-3 (alk. paper)

1. World War, 1914–1918—History. 2. History, Modern—20th century. I. Title.

D521.N44 2005
940.4—dc22 2004054330

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



For Dennis Showalter

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



CONTENTS

List of Illustrations ix
Timeline of Major Events xiii
Important People xvii

Introduction: An Exchange of Telegrams 1

1. A Cruel Disillusion: The German Invasion and
the Miracle of the Marne 11

2. Loosed Like Wild Beasts: The War in Eastern Europe 38

3. The Country of Death: Stalemate on the Western Front 67

4. Ordered to Die: Gallipoli and the Eastern Fronts 95

5. Gordian Knots: American Neutrality and the Wars
for Empire 123

6. Bleeding France White: The Agony of Verdun 150

7. A War against Civilization: The Chantilly Offensives
and the Somme 177

8. Driving Out the Devil: Collapse in the East 203

9. Salvation and Sacrifice: American Entry, Vimy Ridge,
and the Chemin des Dames 229

10. A Few Miles of Liquid Mud: The Battle of
Passchendaele 254

11. Not War as We Knew It: The U-Boat Menace and
War in Africa 280

12. Jerry’s Turn: The Ludendorff Offensives 306

13. One Hundred Days to Victory: Amiens to the
Meuse-Argonne 331

Conclusion: An Armistice at Any Price 357

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



Notes 367
Primary Sources 385
Acknowledgments 387
Index 389

viii

. contents .

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



ILLUSTRATIONS

Maps

The western front, 1914 28

The eastern front, 1914 47

The western front, 1915 78

The Gallipoli campaign, 1915 101

The eastern front, 1915 115

The Turkish front, 1915–1918 118

The Italian front, 1915–1918 154

The western front, 1916–1917 189

The Ludendorff offensives, 1918 316

Allied advances, 1918 337

Figures

Germans head to the front, 1914 4

Paris, 1914 6

British officers, 1914 8

Benjamin Foulois and instructor from Wright
Aviation, 1910 9

German soldiers in Belgium 14

Edith Cavell poster 16

Young French refugees 20

French church serving as hospital 24

E. R. Heaton 31

French soldiers dig in near Reims 36

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



German soldiers in East Prussia, 1914 43

Count Franz Conrad von Hötzendorf 50

Austro-Hungarian soldiers executing Serbians 53

Radomir Putnik 56

“Save Serbia” poster 58

Russian Cossacks in Lemberg, 1915 62

Diagram of ideal trench system 68

French Spad 11 aircraft 72

Reconnaissance balloon 76

Gas attack as seen from the air 82

African soldiers in the French army 86

Female munitions workers in a British factory 88

Soldier with gas mask 91

Bulgarian irregulars 98

John Monash 104

Mustafa Kemal 105

Turkish prisoners, Gallipoli 106

Australian soldiers in the snow, Gallipoli 108

Armenian orphans leaving Turkey 120

Germany’s “luxury fleet,” 1914 124

John Jellicoe 127

The sinking of the Blücher, 1915 129

“Our Mutual Friend,” cartoon 132

Crew of German U-boat 136

Australian soldiers on camels, Libya 142

Italian ski troops on the Isonzo front 153

A remote outpost in the Julian Alps 156

Flamethrower 163

x

. illustrations .

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



French prisoners escorted away from Verdun 165

Schneider 155mm artillery piece 167

The peaceful village of Vaux 171

Airplane patrolling the sky 174

Wounded soldiers at the Isonzo front 181

Munitions factory 191

Joffre, Haig, and Foch at the Somme 195

British tank crushing barbed wire 199

Graves registration booklet 201

German, Bulgarian, Turkish soldiers in Romania 209

Alexei Brusilov 211

Tsar Nicholas II on horseback 214

Bolshevik Red Guards 216

Alexander Kerensky 220

Leon Trotsky at Brest-Litovsk 226

Soldiers moving artillery, Vimy Ridge, 1917 237

Arthur Currie 240

French attack, Champagne, 1917 243

British anti-aircraft gunners 249

Italian soldiers on the Isonzo front 252

William Robertson and Ferdinand Foch 256

Allied airfield under construction 260

The Ypres salient, 1917 264

German High Command 266

Wounded German soldier, western front, 1917 268

Artillery moved by rail 271

Italian troops retreating, Caporetto, 1917 274

German U-boat 289

xi

. illustrations .

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



David Beatty 291

American soldiers watching for U-boats 293

British soldiers during the Easter Rising 297

Boer commandos, 1914 299

British soldiers escorting Germans out of Togoland, 1915 301

German officers training local militia, New Guinea 304

Ruins of Arras 308

German tank, 1918 313

Queant, on the Hindenburg Line 321

John J. Pershing with Benjamin Foulois 324

American light tanks advancing 327

American troops with machine gun 329

Horsepower on the front 333

American troops with French artillery gun 335

Americans and Australians at Le Hamel 339

A bomber drops its payload 343

St. Quentin, Hindenburg Line, 1918 346

Aerial view of trenches, Meuse-Argonne front, 1918 351

French peasants welcome their liberators 354

Londoners celebrate the armistice, November 1918 359

Lloyd George, Orlando, Clemenceau, and Wilson at
Versailles 360

Emir Faisal and T. E. Lawrence at the Paris Peace
Conference 362

Germans destroying airplane propellers after the war 363

xii

. illustrations .

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS

1914

June 28 Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
July 23 Delivery of the Austrian ultimatum to Serbia
August 4 German invasion of Belgium
August 6–24 Battles of the Frontiers
August 8 British invasion of Togoland and East Africa
August 20 Battle of Gumbinnen
August 26–30 Battle of Tannenberg
September 4–10 First Battle of the Marne
September 7–14 Battle of the Masurian Lakes
Sept. 17–Oct. 18 The Race to the Sea
Oct. 17–Nov. 24 First Battle of Ypres/Battle of the Yser
Dec. 10–May 25 French offensive in Champagne

1915

Feb. 19–Dec. 20 Dardanelles/Gallipoli campaign
March 8–15 Battle of Neuve Chapelle
April 22–May 25 Second Battle of Ypres
May 2–13 Gorlice-Tarnow offensive
May 7 German sinking of the Lusitania
May 23 Italian entry into the war
June 29–July 7 First Battle of the Isonzo
July 9 British conquest of German Southwest Africa
August 5 German capture of Warsaw
Sept. 21–Nov. 6 Battles of Artois and Loos
October 3–5 Landing of Allied troops at Salonika
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1916

January 18 Allied capture of Cameroon
Feb. 21–Dec. 15 Battle of Verdun
April 29 Surrender of British garrison at Kut
May 31–June 1 Battle of Jutland
June 4–August 11 Brusilov offensive
June 6 Start of the Arab Revolt
July 1–Nov. 18 Battle of the Somme
August 27 Romanian entry into the war
September 4 Allied capture of Dar es Salaam
September 15 Introduction of the first tanks (Somme)
November 28 First air raid on London

1917

February 1 German resumption of USW
March 11 British capture of Baghdad
March 15 Abdication of Tsar Nicholas II
April 6 United States entry into the war
April 9 Canadian capture of Vimy Ridge
April 16 Start of the Nivelle offensive
July 1–18 Kerensky offensive
July 31–Nov. 10 Third Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele)
September 1–5 German capture of Riga
Oct. 24–Nov. 10 Battle of Caporetto
November 16 Bolshevik government formed in Russia
Nov. 20–Dec. 4 Battle of Cambrai
December 9 British capture of Jerusalem

1918

January 8 Announcement of Wilson’s Fourteen Points
March 3 Signing of Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
March 21 Start of German spring offensives
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Mar. 26 Foch named Allied Supreme Commander
June 2–24 Battles of Château-Thierry and Belleau Wood
July 15–Aug. 4 Second Battle of the Marne
August 8–12 Battle of Amiens
September 12–16 American capture of St. Mihiel
Sept. 26–Nov. 11 Battle of the Meuse-Argonne
October 3 Hindenburg Line breached
October 30 Surrender of Ottoman Empire and Austria-

Hungary
November 11 Armistice signed with Germany
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IMPORTANT PEOPLE

Albert I King of the Belgians
Alekseev, Mikhail Russian general
Allenby, Edmund British field marshal
Asquith, Herbert H. British prime minister
Baker, Newton American politician
Beatty, David British admiral
Bernstorff, Johann German diplomat
Bethmann Hollweg,

Theobald von German chancellor
Birdwood, William British general
Böhm-Ermolli, Eduard Austro-Hungarian general
BoroeviÕ, Svetozar Austro-Hungarian field marshal
Botha, Louis South African general
Bruchmüller, Georg German colonel
Brusilov, Alexei Russian general
Byng, Julian British general
Cadorna, Luigi Italian general
Capello, Luigi Italian general
Casement, Roger Irish nationalist
Castelnau, Edouard

Noël de French general
Cavell, Edith British nurse
Churchill, Winston British politician
Clemenceau, Georges French prime minister
Conrad von Hötzen-

dorf, Franz Austrian general
Currie, Arthur Canadian general
Diaz, Armando Italian general
Driant, Emile French soldier and deputy
Duchêne, Denis French general

Co
py
ri
gh
t 
©
 2
00
5.
 H
ar
va
rd
 U
ni
ve
rs
it
y 

Pr
es
s.
 A
ll
 r
ig
ht
s 
re
se
rv
ed
. 
Ma
y 
no
t 
be
 r
ep
ro
du
ce
d 
in
 a
ny
 f
or
m 
wi
th
ou
t 
pe
rm
is
si
on
 f
ro
m 
th
e 
pu
bl
is
he
r,
 e
xc
ep
t 
fa
ir
 u
se
s 
pe
rm
it
te
d

un
de
r 
U.
S.
 o
r 
ap
pl
ic
ab
le
 c
op
yr
ig
ht
 l
aw
.

EBSCO Publishing : eBook Collection (EBSCOhost) - printed on 9/22/2019 7:36 PM via EXCELSIOR
COLLEGE
AN: 282312 ; Neiberg, Michael S..; Fighting the Great War
Account: s4946256



Enver Pasha Ottoman general and statesman
Erzberger, Matthias German politician
Faisal, Emir Arabian prince
Falkenhayn, Erich von German general
Foch, Ferdinand French marshal
Fokker, Anthony Dutch aircraft designer
Franchet d’Esperey,

Louis French general
François, Hermann von German general
Franz Ferdinand Assassinated Austrian archduke
Franz Joseph I Austro-Hungarian emperor
French, John British field marshal
Gallieni, Joseph French general
Gibbs, Philip British journalist
Goltz, Colmar von der German/Ottoman field marshal
Gough, Hubert British general
Grey, Edward British statesman
Haig, Douglas British field marshal
Hamilton, Ian British general
Harrington, Charles British general
Hindenburg, Paul von German field marshal
Hipper, Franz German admiral
Hoffmann, Max German general
Holtzendorf,

Henning von German admiral
Hughes, William Australian prime minister
Hutier, Oskar von German general
Jellicoe, John British admiral
Joffre, Joseph French marshal
Kemal, Mustapha Ottoman general and statesman
Kerensky, Alexander Russian politician
Kitchener, Horatio British field marshal
Kluck, Alexander von German general
Kornilov, Lavr Russian general
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