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                 T he F our C re atio ns
 www.g ly .u ga.e d u
 /r a ils b ack/C S/C SFourC re atio ns.h tm l
 This s to ry c o m es fr o m th e H opi p eople o f n orth ern A riz o na. " H opi" m eans " P eople o f P eace ". T he s to rie s h ere
 w ere r e co rd ed in th e 1 950s b y O sw ald W hit e B ear F re deric ks a nd h is w if e N aom i fr o m th e s to ry te llin g o f o ld er H opi
 a t th e v illa ge o f O ra ib i, w hic h tr e e-rin g d atin g in dic a te s h as b een in habit e d b y th e H opi s in ce a t le ast 1 1 50 A D .
 T he w orld a t fir s t w as e ndle ss s p ace in w hic h e xis te d o nly th e C re ato r, T a io w a. T his w orld h ad n o tim e, n o
 s h ape, a nd n o lif e , e xce pt in th e m in d o f th e C re ato r. E ve ntu ally th e in fin it e c re ato r c re ate d th e fin it e in S otu kn ang,
 w hom h e c a lle d h is n ephew a nd w hom h e c re ate d a s h is a gent to e sta blis h n in e u niv e rs e s. S otu kn ang g ath ere d
 t o geth er m atte r fr o m th e e ndle ss s p ace to m ake th e n in e s o lid w orld s. T hen th e C re ato r in str u cte d h im to g ath er
 t o geth er th e w ate rs fr o m th e e ndle ss s p ace a nd p la ce th em o n th ese w orld s to m ake la nd a nd s e a. W hen
 S otu kn ang h ad d one th at, th e C re ato r in str u cte d h im to g ath er to geth er a ir to m ake w in ds a nd b re eze s o n th ese
 w orld s.
 T he fo urth a ct o f c re atio n w it h w hic h th e C re ato r c h arg ed S otu kn ang w as th e c re atio n o f lif e . S otu kn ang w ent to
 t h e w orld th at w as to fir s t h ost lif e a nd th ere h e c re ate d S pid er W om an, a nd h e g ave h er th e p ow er to c re ate lif e .
 F ir s t S pid er W om an to ok s o m e e arth a nd m ix e d it w it h s a liv a to m ake tw o b ein gs. O ve r th em s h e s a ng th e C re atio n
 S ong, a nd th ey c a m e to lif e . S he in str u cte d o ne o f th em , P oqanghoya , to g o a cro ss th e e arth a nd s o lid if y it . S he
 i n str u cte d th e o th er, P alo ngaw hoya , to s e nd o ut s o und to r e so nate th ro ugh th e e arth , s o th at th e e arth v ib ra te d w it h
 t h e e nerg y o f th e C re ato r. P oqanghoya a nd P alo ngaw hoya w ere d esp atc h ed to th e p ole s o f th e e arth to k e ep it
 r o ta tin g.
 T hen S pid er W om an m ade a ll th e p la nts , th e flo w ers , th e b ush es, a nd th e tr e es. L ik e w is e s h e m ade th e b ir d s
 a nd a nim als , a gain u sin g e arth a nd s in gin g th e C re atio n S ong. W hen a ll th is w as d one, s h e m ade h um an b ein gs,
 u sin g y e llo w , r e d, w hit e , a nd b la ck e arth m ix e d w it h h er s a liv a . S in gin g th e C re atio n S ong, s h e m ade fo ur m en, a nd
 t h en in h er o w n fo rm s h e m ade fo ur w om en. A t fir s t th ey h ad a s o ft s p ot in th eir fo re heads, a nd a lt h ough it s o lid if ie d,
 i t le ft a s p ace th ro ugh w hic h th ey c o uld h ear th e v o ic e o f S otu kn ang a nd th eir C re ato r. B eca use th ese p eople c o uld
 n ot s p eak, S pid er W om an c a lle d o n S otu kn ang, w ho g ave th em fo ur la nguages. H is o nly in str u ctio ns w ere fo r th em
 t o r e sp ect th eir C re ato r a nd to liv e in h arm ony w it h h im .
 T hese p eople s p re ad a cro ss th e e arth a nd m ult ip lie d. D esp it e th eir fo ur la nguages, in th ose d ays th ey c o uld
 u nders ta nd e ach o th er's th oughts a nyw ay, a nd fo r m any y e ars th ey a nd th e a nim als liv e d to geth er a s o ne.
 E ve ntu ally , h ow eve r, th ey b egan to d iv id e, b oth th e p eople fr o m th e a nim als a nd th e p eople fr o m e ach o th er, a s th ey
 f o cu se d o n th eir d if fe re nce s r a th er th an th eir s im ila rit ie s. A s d iv is io n a nd s u sp ic io n b eca m e m ore w id esp re ad, o nly a
 f e w p eople fr o m e ach o f th e fo ur g ro ups s till r e m em bere d th eir C re ato r. S otu kn ang a ppeare d b efo re th ese fe w a nd
 t o ld th em th at h e a nd th e C re ato r w ould h ave to d estr o y th is w orld , a nd th at th ese fe w w ho r e m em bere d th e C re ato r
 m ust tr a ve l a cro ss th e la nd, fo llo w in g a c lo ud a nd a s ta r, to fin d r e fu ge. T hese p eople b egan th eir tr e ks fr o m th e
 p la ce s w here th ey liv e d, a nd w hen th ey fin ally c o nve rg ed S otu kn ang a ppeare d a gain . H e o pened a h uge a nt m ound
 a nd to ld th ese p eople to g o d ow n in it to liv e w it h th e a nts w hile h e d estr o ye d th e w orld w it h fir e , a nd h e to ld th em to
 l e arn fr o m th e a nts w hile th ey w ere th ere . T he p eople w ent d ow n a nd liv e d w it h th e a nts , w ho h ad s to re ro om s o f
 f o od th at th ey h ad g ath ere d in th e s u m mer, a s w ell a s c h am bers in w hic h th e p eople c o uld liv e . T his w ent o n fo r
 q uit e a w hile , b eca use a fte r S otu kn ang c le anse d th e w orld w it h fir e it to ok a lo ng tim e fo r th e w orld to c o ol o ff. A s th e
 a nts ' fo od r a n lo w , th e p eople r e fu se d th e fo od, b ut th e a nts k e pt fe edin g th em a nd o nly tig hte ned th eir o w n b elt s ,
 w hic h is w hy a nts h ave s u ch tin y w ais ts to day.
 F in ally S otu kn ang w as d one m akin g th e s e co nd w orld , w hic h w as n ot q uit e a s b eautif u l a s th e fir s t. A gain h e
 a dm onis h ed th e p eople to r e m em ber th eir C re ato r a s th ey a nd th e a nts th at h ad h oste d th em s p re ad a cro ss th e
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 e arth . T he p eople m ult ip lie d r a pid ly a nd s o on c o ve re d th e e ntir e e arth . T hey d id n ot liv e w it h th e a nim als , h ow eve r,
 b eca use th e a nim als in th is s e co nd w orld w ere w ild a nd u nfr ie ndly . In ste ad th e p eople liv e d in v illa ges a nd b uilt
 r o ads b etw een th ese , s o th at tr a de s p ra ng u p. T hey s to re d g oods a nd tr a ded th ose fo r g oods fr o m e ls e w here , a nd
 s o on th ey w ere tr a din g fo r th in gs th ey d id n ot n eed. A s th eir d esir e to h ave m ore a nd m ore g re w , th ey b egan to
 f o rg et th eir C re ato r, a nd s o on w ars o ve r r e so urc e s a nd tr a de w ere b re akin g o ut b etw een v illa ges. F in ally S otu kn ang
 a ppeare d b efo re th e fe w p eople w ho s till r e m em bere d th e C re ato r, a nd a gain h e s e nt th em to liv e w it h th e a nts w hile
 h e d estr o ye d th is c o rru pt w orld . T his tim e h e o rd ere d P oqanghoya a nd P alo ngaw hoya to a bandon th eir p osts a t th e
 p ole s, a nd s o on th e w orld s p un o ut o f c o ntr o l a nd r o lle d o ve r. M ounta in s s lid a nd fe ll, a nd la ke s a nd r iv e rs s p la sh ed
 a cro ss th e la nd a s th e e arth tu m ble d, a nd fin ally th e e arth fr o ze o ve r in to n oth in g b ut ic e .
 T his w ent o n fo r y e ars , a nd a gain th e p eople liv e d w it h th e a nts . F in ally S otu kn ang s e nt P oqanghoya a nd
 P alo ngaw hoya b ack to th e p ole s to r e su m e th e n orm al r o ta tio n o f th e e arth , a nd s o on th e ic e m elt e d a nd lif e
 r e tu rn ed. S otu kn ang c a lle d th e p eople u p fr o m th eir r e fu ge, a nd h e in tr o duce d th em to th e th ir d w orld th at h e h ad
 m ade. A gain h e a dm onis h ed th e p eople to r e m em ber th eir C re ato r a s th ey s p re ad a cro ss th e la nd. A s th ey d id s o ,
 t h ey m ult ip lie d q uic kly , e ve n m ore q uic kly th an b efo re , a nd s o on th ey w ere liv in g in la rg e c it ie s a nd d eve lo pin g in to
 s e para te n atio ns. W it h s o m any p eople a nd s o m any n atio ns, s o on th ere w as w ar, a nd s o m e o f th e n atio ns m ade
 h uge s h ie ld s o n w hic h th ey c o uld fly , a nd fr o m th ese fly in g s h ie ld s th ey a tta cke d o th er c it ie s. W hen S otu kn ang s a w
 a ll th is w ar a nd d estr u ctio n, h e r e so lv e d to d estr o y th is w orld q uic kly b efo re it c o rru pte d th e fe w p eople w ho s till
 r e m em bere d th e C re ato r. H e c a lle d o n S pid er W om an to g ath er th ose fe w a nd, a lo ng th e s h ore , s h e p la ce d e ach
 p ers o n w it h a lit tle fo od in th e h ollo w s te m o f a r e ed. W hen s h e h ad d one th is , S otu kn ang le t lo ose a flo od th at
 d estr o ye d th e w arrin g c it ie s a nd th e w orld o n w hic h th ey liv e d.
 O nce th e r o ckin g o f th e w ave s c e ase d, S pid er W om an u nse ale d th e r e eds s o th e p eople c o uld s e e. T hey flo ate d
 o n th e w ate r fo r m any d ays, lo okin g fo r la nd, u ntil fin ally th ey d rif te d to a n is la nd. O n th e is la nd th ey b uilt lit tle r e ed
 b oats a nd s e t s a il a gain to th e e ast. A fte r d rif tin g m any d ays, th ey c a m e to a la rg er is la nd, a nd a fte r m any m ore d ays
 t o a n e ve n la rg er is la nd. T hey h oped th at th is w ould b e th e fo urth w orld th at S ótu kn ang h ad m ade fo r th em , b ut
 S pid er W om an a ssu re d th em th at th ey s till h ad a lo ng a nd h ard jo urn ey a head. T hey w alk e d a cro ss th is is la nd a nd
 b uilt r a fts o n th e fa r s id e, a nd s e t s a il to th e e ast a gain . T hey c a m e to a fo urth a nd s till la rg er is la nd, b ut a gain th ey
 h ad to c ro ss it o n fo ot a nd th en b uild m ore r a fts to c o ntin ue e ast. F ro m th is is la nd, S pid er W om an s e nt th em o n
 a lo ne, a nd a fte r m any d ays th ey e nco unte re d a v a st la nd. Its s h ore s w ere s o h ig h th at th ey c o uld n ot fin d a p la ce to
 l a nd, a nd o nly b y o penin g th e d oors in th eir h eads d id th ey k n ow w here to g o to la nd.
 W hen th ey fin ally g ot a sh ore , S otu kn ang w as th ere w ait in g fo r th em . A s th ey w atc h ed to th e w est, h e m ade th e
 i s la nds th at th ey h ad u se d lik e s te ppin g s to nes d is a ppear in to th e s e a. H e w elc o m ed th em to th e fo urth w orld , b ut h e
 w arn ed th em th at it w as n ot a s b eautif u l a s th e p re vio us o nes, a nd th at lif e h ere w ould b e h ard er, w it h h eat a nd
 c o ld , a nd ta ll m ounta in s a nd d eep v a lle ys. H e s e nt th em o n th eir w ay to m ig ra te a cro ss th e w ild n ew la nd in s e arc h
 o f th e h om es fo r th eir r e sp ectiv e c la ns. T he c la ns w ere to m ig ra te a cro ss th e la nd to le arn it s w ays, a lt h ough s o m e
 g re w w eak a nd s to pped in th e w arm c lim ate s o r r ic h la nds a lo ng th e w ay. T he H opi tr e kke d a nd fa r a nd w id e, a nd
 w ent th ro ugh th e c o ld a nd ic y c o untr y to th e n orth b efo re fin ally s e ttlin g in th e a rid la nds b etw een th e C olo ra do R iv e r
 a nd R io G ra nde R iv e r. T hey c h ose th at p la ce s o th at th e h ard sh ip o f th eir lif e w ould a lw ays r e m in d th em o f th eir
 d ependence o n, a nd lin k to , th eir C re ato r.
 B ack to th e 
 Ta ble o f C onte nts
 of 
 Cre atio n S to rie s fr o m a ro und th e W orld
 . 
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