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                 T he S ep ara tio n o f H eaven a n d E arth
 www.g ly .u ga.e d u
 /r a ils b ack/C S/C SH eave n& Earth .h tm l
 This M aori s to ry e xp la in in g th e o rg in o f n atu re a nd h um anit y w as c o m pile d b y S ir G eorg e G re y in th e 1 840's a nd
 1 850's w hen h e w as B rit is h g ove rn or o f N ew Z eala nd. F ace d w it h th e n eed to c o m munic a te w it h M aori tr ib es th en in
 r e bellio n a gain st B rit is h r u le , G re y c o m pile d th e ta le s to w hic h m any c h ie fs a lu ded in th eir n egotia tio ns w it h h im .
 G re y's c o m pila tio n w as p ublis h ed in M aori in 1 854 a nd in E nglis h in 1 855.
 A ll h um ans a re d esce nded fr o m o ne p air o f a nce sto rs , R angi a nd P apa, w ho a re a ls o c a lle d H eave n a nd E arth .
 I n th ose d ays, H eave n a nd E arth c lu ng c lo se ly to geth er, a nd a ll w as d ark n ess. R angi a nd P apa h ad s ix s o ns: T a ne-
 m ahuta , th e fa th er o f th e fo re sts a nd th eir in habit a nts ; T a w hir i- m a-te a, th e fa th er o f w in ds a nd s to rm s; T a ngaro a, th e
 f a th er o f fis h a nd r e ptile s; T u -m ata uenga, th e fa th er o f fie rc e h um an b ein gs; H aum ia -tik it ik i, th e fa th er o f fo od th at
 g ro w s w it h out c u lt iv a tio n; a nd R ongo-m a-ta ne, th e fa th er o f c u lt iv a te d fo od. T hese s ix s o ns a nd a ll o th er b ein gs
 l iv e d in d ark n ess fo r a n e xtr e m ely lo ng tim e, a ble o nly to w onder w hat lig ht a nd v is io n m ig ht b e lik e .
 F in ally th e s o ns o f H eave n a nd E arth d ecid ed s o m eth in g m ust b e d one. T u -m ata uenga, th e fa th er o f fie rc e
 h um an b ein gs, u rg ed h is b ro th ers to s la y th eir p are nts . H ow eve r, T a ne-m ahuta , th e fa th er o f th e fo re sts a nd th eir
 i n habit a nts , a rg ued th at th ey s h ould s e para te th eir p are nts , m akin g R angi th e d is ta nt s ky o ve r th eir h eads a nd P apa
 t h e e arth c lo se to th em lik e a m oth er. A fte r lo ng d ebate , th e b ro th ers a gre ed to th is p la n, e xce pt fo r T a w hir i- m a-te a,
 t h e fa th er o f w in ds a nd s to rm s, w ho w as d is tr a ught a t th e id ea o f s e para tin g th eir p are nts . T he o th er b ro th ers
 n oneth ele ss p ro ce eded w it h th eir p la n.
 R ongo-m a-ta ne, th e fa th er o f c u lt iv a te d fo od, r o se a nd s tr u ggle d to s e para te h is p are nts , b ut h e c o uld n ot d o it .
 T a ngaro a, th e fa th er o f fis h a nd r e ptile s, a ls o s tr u ggle d b ut c o uld n ot te ar th em a part. H aum ia -tik it ik i, th e fa th er o f
 f o od th at g ro w s w it h out c u lt iv a tio n, h ad n o b ette r lu ck a t s e para tin g th eir p are nts . T u -m ata uenga, th e fa th er o f fie rc e
 h um an b ein gs, lik e w is e fa ile d. T a ne-m ahuta , th e fa th er o f th e fo re sts a nd th eir in habit a nts , s lo w ly r o se u p a nd
 s tr u ggle d, b ut w it h lit tle s u cce ss. T hen h e p ut h is h ead a gain st th e e arth a nd, w it h h is fe et a gain st th e s kie s, s lo w ly
 p ush ed th em a part. H is p are nts c rie d o ut in a nguis h , a skin g h ow th eir s o ns c o uld d o th is , b ut T a ne p ush ed a nd
 p ush ed u ntil th e s ky w as fa r a bove . A s lig ht s p re ad a cro ss th e e arth , th e m ult it u de o f h um ans th at R angi a nd P apa
 h ad p are nte d w ere r e ve ale d.
 T a w hir i- m a-te a, th e fa th er o f w in ds a nd s to rm s, w as fu rio us th at h is b ro th ers h ad s o c ru elly s e para te d th eir
 p are nts a nd th ru st th eir fa th er a w ay. T a w hir i- m a-te a fo llo w ed h is fa th er a nd h id in th e s ky a nd p lo tte d h is r e ve nge.
 S oon h e s e nt d ow n s to rm s a nd s q ualls a nd fie ry c lo uds a nd h urric a nes to p unis h h is b ro th er T a ne-m ahuta , th e fa th er
 o f th e fo re sts a nd th eir in habit a nts , b re akin g o ff th e ta ll tr e es a nd le avin g th e fo re sts in s h am ble s. L ik e w is e th e
 s to rm s s w ept d ow n o n th e o ce ans o f T a ngaro a, th e fa th er o f fis h a nd r e ptile s, a nd p ile d u p w ave s a nd g enera te d
 g re at w hir lp ools . T a ngaro a, fr ig hte ned b y th e h avo c in o ce ans, d ove d eep to e sca pe T a w hir i- m a-te a's w ra th .
 T a ngaro a a bandoned h is tw o g ra nch ild re n, th e fa th er o f th e fis h a nd th e fa th er o f th e r e ptile s. T he fis h a nd
 r e ptile s w ere le ft n ot k n ow in g w hat to d o, a nd th ey d ebate d h ow to e sca pe th e s to rm . F in ally , th e r e ptile s fle d to th e
 l a nd a nd h id in th e fo re sts , a nd th e fis h fle d fo r r e fu ge to th e s e a. T a ngaro a, a ngere d a t th e r e ptile s' d ese rtio n a nd th e
 f o re sts ' w illin gness to r e ce iv e a nd p ro te ct th em , n ow s tr u ggle d w it h T a ne-m ahuta , th e fa th er o f th e fo re sts a nd th eir
 i n habit a nts , w ho in tu rn fo ught b ack. T hus T a ne p ro vid ed th e c a noes, s p ears , a nd fis h -h ooks fr o m th e tr e es, a nd
 n ets w ove n fr o m fib ro us p la nts , to c a ptu re th e fis h o f T a ngaro a's s e as, a nd T a ngaro a's w ave s a tta cke d th e s h ore s o f
 t h e fo re sts , w ash in g a w ay th e la nd a nd a ll th e lif e it h old s.
 T a w hir i- m a-te a, th e g od o f w in ds a nd s to rm s, a ls o la sh ed o ut a t h is b ro th ers H aum ia -tik it ik i, th e fa th er o f fo od
 t h at g ro w s w it h out c u lt iv a tio n, a nd R ongo-m a-ta ne, th e fa th er o f c u lt iv a te d fo od, fo r th eir r o le in th e s e para tio n o f h is
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 p are nts a nd e xile o f h is fa th er. H ow eve r, P apa, th e e arth -m oth er w hom th e b ro th ers h ad ta ke n a s th eir h om e,
 c la sp ed u p H aum ia -tik it ik i a nd R ongo-m a-ta ne a nd h eld th em c lo se in h er to s a ve th em fr o m T a w hir i- m a-te a's fu ry .
 O nly T u -m ata uenga, th e fa th er o f fie rc e h um an b ein gs, w it h sto od T a w hir i- m a-te a's w ra th a s th e w in ds a nd
 s to rm s a tta cke d. T u -m ata uenga w as im perv io us, h avin g p la nned th e d eath o f th eir p are nts a nd h avin g b een
 a bandoned b y h is b ro th ers o n th e E arth . W hen T a w hir i- m a-te a's g ale s fin ally s u bsid ed, T u -m ata uenga b egan to p la n
 h is r e ve nge o n h is c o w ard ly a nd w eak b ro th ers . F ir s t h e tu rn ed to T a ne-m ahuta , th e fa th er o f th e fo re sts a nd th eir
 i n habit a nts , b oth b eca use T a ne h ad a bandoned h im a nd b eca use h e k n ew T a ne's o ffs p rin g w ere in cre asin g a nd
 m ig ht u lt im ate ly o ve rw helm T u -m ata uenga's h um an p ro geny. T a kin g th e le ave s o f th e w hanake tr e e, h e m ade th em
 i n to s n are s a nd h ung th em in th e fo re sts , w here h e c a ught T a nes's o ffs p rin g a nd s u bdued th e fo re st. T hen h e to ok
 o n T a ngaro a, th e fa th er o f th e s e as a nd it s lif e , a nd w it h n ets h e d ra gged T a ngaro a's c h ild re n fr o m th e s e as. W it h a
 h oe a nd b aske t h e d ug u p th e c h ild re n o f H aum ia -tik it ik i, th e g od o f fo od th at n eeds n o c u lt iv a tio n, a nd R ongo-m a-
 t a ne, th e g od o f c u lt iv a te d fo od. H e d ug u p a ll k in ds o f p la nts a nd le ft th em in th e s u n to d ry , to g ain r e ve nge o n th ose
 t w o b ro th ers .
 T u -m ata uenga, th e fa th er o f fie rc e h um an b ein gs, th us c o nsu m ed a ll h is fo ur b ro th ers o n E arth , a nd th ey
 b eca m e h is fo od. O nly o ne b ro th er, T a w hir i- m a-te a, th e g od o f w in ds a nd s to rm s, r e m ain ed u nco nquere d, a nd to th is
 d ay h is s to rm s a tta ck h um an b ein gs o n b oth la nd a nd s e a in r e ve nge fo r th e r e ndin g o f H eave n a nd E arth .
 G eorg e G re y, 1 956, 
 Poly n esia n M yth olo gy
 ( e d. b y W illia m W . B ir d ): C hris tc h urc h , W hit c o m be a nd T o m bs L td ., 2 50
 p . ( B L 2 615.G 843p 1 956)
 B ack to th e 
 Ta ble o f C onte nts
 of 
 Cre atio n S to rie s fr o m a ro und th e W orld
 . 
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                Simply post your question and get it answered by professional tutor within 30 minutes. It's as simple as that!
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                We've got thousands of tutors in different areas of study who are willing to help you with any kind of academic assignment, be it a math homework or an article. 
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