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                 T he O rig in o f J ap an a n d h er P eo ple
 www.g ly .u ga.e d u
 /r a ils b ack/C S/C SJa pan.h tm l
 This s to ry is fr o m th e K ojik i, th e J a panese " R eco rd o f A ncie nt T hin gs". T he K ojik i w as c o m pile d in th e 5 00s to
 7 00s A .D ., a t th e d ir e ctio n o f v a rio us e m pero rs in te nt o n s ta ndard iz in g a nd p re se rv in g J a pan's m yth ic h is to ry . T he
 K ojik i d oes n ot te ll th e s to ry o f th e o rig in o f th e w orld a nd it s p eople s p er s e , b ut it is th e s to ry o f th e o rig in o f J a pan
 a nd o f J a pan's a ris to cra tic fa m ilie s.
 W hen h eave n a nd e arth b egan, th re e d eit ie s c a m e in to b ein g, T he S pir it M aste r o f th e C ente r o f H eave n, T he
 A ugust W ondro usly P ro ducin g S pir it , a nd th e D iv in e W ondro usly P ro ducin g A nce sto r. T hese th re e w ere in vis ib le .
 T he e arth w as y o ung th en, a nd la nd flo ate d lik e o il, a nd fr o m it r e ed s h oots s p ro ute d. F ro m th ese r e eds c a m e tw o
 m ore d eit ie s. A fte r th em , fiv e o r s ix p air s o f d eit ie s c a m e in to b ein g, a nd th e la st o f th ese w ere Iz a nagi a nd Iz a nam i,
 w hose n am es m ean " T he M ale W ho In vit e s" a nd " T he F em ale w ho In vit e s".
 T he fir s t fiv e d eit ie s c o m manded Iz a nagi a nd Iz a nam i to m ake a nd s o lid if y th e la nd o f J a pan, a nd th ey g ave th e
 y o ung p air a je w ele d s p ear. S ta ndin g o n th e F lo atin g B rid ge o f H eave n, th ey d ip ped it in th e o ce an b rin e a nd s tir re d.
 T hey p ulle d o ut th e s p ear, a nd th e b rin e th at d rip ped o f it fo rm ed a n is la nd to w hic h th ey d esce nded. O n th is is la nd
 t h ey b uilt a p ala ce fo r th eir w eddin g a nd a g re at c o lu m n to th e h eave ns.
 Iz a nam i e xa m in ed h er b ody a nd fo und th at o ne p la ce h ad n ot g ro w n, a nd s h e to ld th is to Iz a nagi, w ho r e plie d
 t h at h is b ody w as w ell- fo rm ed b ut th at o ne p la ce h ad g ro w n to e xce ss. H e p ro pose d th at h e p la ce h is e xce ss in h er
 p la ce th at w as n ot c o m ple te a nd th at in d oin g s o th ey w ould m ake n ew la nd. T hey a gre ed to w alk a ro und th e p illa r
 a nd m eet b ehin d it to d o th is . W hen th ey a rriv e b ehin d th e p illa r, s h e g re ete d h im b y s a yin g " W hat a fin e y o ung
 m an", a nd h e r e sp onded b y g re etin g h er w it h " W hat a fin e y o ung w om an". T hey p ro cre ate d a nd g ave b ir th to a
 l e ech -c h ild , w hic h th ey p ut in a b aske t a nd le t flo at a w ay. T hen th ey g ave b ir th to a flo atin g is la nd, w hic h lik e w is e
 t h ey d id n ot r e co gniz e a s o ne o f th eir c h ild re n.
 D is a ppoin te d b y th eir fa ilu re s in p ro cre atio n, th ey r e tu rn ed to H eave n a nd c o nsu lt e d th e d eit ie s th ere . T he
 d eit ie s e xp la in ed th at th e c a use o f th eir d if fic u lt ie s w as th at th e fe m ale h ad s p oke n fir s t w hen th ey m et to p ro cre ate .
 I z a nagi a nd Iz a nam i r e tu rn ed to th eir is la nd a nd a gain m et b ehin d th e h eave nly p illa r. W hen th ey m et, h e s a id ,
 " W hat a fin e y o ung w om an," a nd s h e s a id " W hat a fin e y o ung m an". T hey m ate d a nd g ave b ir th to th e e ig ht m ain
 i s la nds o f J a pan a nd s ix m in or is la nds. T hen th ey g ave b ir th to a v a rie ty o f d eit ie s to in habit th ose is la nds, in clu din g
 t h e s e a d eit y , th e d eit y o f th e s e a-s tr a it s , a nd th e d eit ie s o f th e r iv e rs , w in ds, tr e es, a nd m ounta in s. L ast, Iz a nam i
 g ave b ir th to th e fir e d eit y , a nd h er g enit a ls w ere s o b urn ed th at s h e d ie d.
 Iz a nagi g rie ve d o ve r Iz a nam i, a nd a d eit y w as b orn fr o m h is te ars . D is tr a ught a fte r b ury in g Iz a nam i, h e u se d h is
 l o ng s w ord to b ehead h is s o n, th e d eit y o f fir e , w hose b ir th h ad k ille d Iz a nam i. F ro m th e b lo od o n th e s w ord c a m e
 t h re e d eit ie s o f r o cks, tw o d eit ie s o f fir e , a nd o ne o f w ate r, a ll o f w hic h a re n eeded to m ake a s w ord . E ig ht m ore
 d eit ie s a ro se fr o m th e b ody o f Iz a nagi a nd Iz a nam i's s la in s o n.
 Iz a nagi s till lo nged fo r Iz a nam i, a nd h e w ent to th e u nderw orld in s e arc h o f h er. F in din g h er in th e d ark n ess, h e
 c a lle d to h er a nd a ske d h er to c o m e b ack to th e la nd o f th e liv in g w it h h im . S he p ro m is e d h im th at s h e w ould g o a sk
 t h e g ods o f th e u nderw orld , b ut s h e b egged h im to n ot lo ok a t h er a s s h e d id s o . S he w as g one lo ng, h ow eve r, a nd
 e ve ntu ally h e b ro ke o ff th e e nd o f a c o m b in h is h air a nd s e t it a fir e fo r a lig ht. H e fo und h er b ody w it h m aggots
 c o nsu m in g it , a nd th ese m aggots w ere th e e ig ht d eit ie s o f th under. A sh am ed to b e s e en in th is c o ndit io n, Iz a nam i
 c h ase d Iz a nagi o ut o f th e u nderw orld . F ir s t s h e s e nt th e th under d eit ie s a fte r h im , a nd th en s h e h ers e lf p urs u ed h im .
 A t la st h e g ra sp ed a h uge r o ck a nd u se d it to c lo se th e p assa ge to th e u nderw orld . E nra ged, s h e s h oute d to h im th at
 s h e w ould e ach d ay s tr a ngle o ne th ousa nd p eople o f J a pan. H e r e sp onded th at if s h e d id s o , h e w ould e ach d ay
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 c a use fif te en h undre d J a panese p eople to b e b orn . T his is w hy fif te en h undre d c h ild re n a re b orn e ach d ay a nd o ne
 t h ousa nd p eople d ie e ach d ay.
 Iz a nagi r e tu rn ed to h is h om e a nd b ath ed to p urif y h im se lf a fte r th is te rrib le e xp erie nce . A s h e d is ro bed, n ew
 d eit ie s a ro se fr o m h is c lo th in g, a nd m ore a ro se fr o m th e w ate r a s h e b ath ed. T hre e o f th ese w ere a nce sto rs o f
 J a panese fa m ilie s. T he la st o f th e d eit ie s w as a s o n, S usa -n š-w o, w ho b eca m e th e d eit y o f th e s e a. H e w as
 e ve ntu ally e xile d to e arth fo r h is b ehavio r in th e h eave ns, b ut h e a nd h is s is te r, th e G oddess o f th e S un, p are nte d
 e ig ht d eit ie s. A m ong th ese w as th e a nce sto r o f Y am ato fa m ily th at r u le d J a pan, a nd tw o o th ers w ere a nce sto rs o f
 n in ete en o f it s h ig hest fa m ilie s.
 W hen th e d eit ie s h ad p acif ie d th e la nd, th e G oddess o f th e S un d is p atc h ed J a pan's fir s t r u le r fr o m th e h eave ns
 t o th e e arth . D esce ndin g fr o m th e F lo atin g B rid ge o f H eave n to th e m ounta in to ps, h e b uilt h is p ala ce . E ve ntu ally h e
 m et a b eautif u l y o ung w om an, P rin ce ss B rillia nt B lo sso m s, a nd a ske d h er to m arry h im . S he d efe rre d to h er fa th er's
 j u dgm ent, a nd h er fa th er g ave h im b oth P rin ce ss B rillia nt B lo sso m s a nd h er o ld er s is te r, P rin ce ss L ong a s th e
 R ocks. T he n ew e m pero r r e fu se d th e o ld er s is te r, h ow eve r, b eca use o f h er u glin ess. W hen th e fa th er h eard th is , h e
 e xp la in ed th at h e h ad o ffe re d P rin ce ss L ong a s th e R ocks b eca use h er c h ild re n w ould h ave liv e d e te rn ally . In ste ad,
 t h e c h ild re n o f P rin ce ss B rillia nt B lo sso m s w ere m orta l, w hic h is w hy th e e m pero rs h ave n eve r h ad lo ng liv e s.
 P rin ce ss B rillia nt B lo sso m s w as s o on w it h c h ild , s o s o on th at th e e m pero r c o uld h ard ly b elie ve th at s h e b ore h is
 c h ild re n. T o p ro ve h ers e lf , s h e b uilt a p ala ce a nd s h ut h ers e lf in it a nd s e t fir e to it , k n ow in g a s h e d id th at th e
 c h ild re n o f a nyo ne b ut th e e m pero r c o uld n ot s u rv iv e th e fla m es. A m id st th e fla m es s h e g ave b ir th to th re e d eit ie s,
 a nd u lt im ate ly th eir d esce ndants w ere th e im peria l fa m ily o f J a pan.
 D onald L . P hilip pi, tr a ns., 1 969, K ojik i: P rin ce to n, P rin ce to n U niv e rs it y P re ss, 6 55 p ., a nd 
 Jo se ph M . C am pbell,
 1 962, T he M asks o f G od: O rie nta l M yth olo gy: N ew Y ork , V ik in g P re ss, 5 61 p . 
 B ack to th e 
 Ta ble o f C onte nts
 of 
 Cre atio n S to rie s fr o m a ro und th e W orld
 . 
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                Fast and convenient

                Simply post your question and get it answered by professional tutor within 30 minutes. It's as simple as that!
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                Any topic, any difficulty

                We've got thousands of tutors in different areas of study who are willing to help you with any kind of academic assignment, be it a math homework or an article. 

            
	
                [image: 100% Satisfied Students]
                100% Satisfied Students

                Join 3,4 million+ members who are already getting homework help from StudyDaddy!
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