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                T he E lo him www.g ly .u ga.e d u /r a ils b ack/C S/C SElo him .h tm l  This , th e s e co nd o f o ur tw o H ebre w c re atio n s to rie s, is fr o m G enesis 1 :1 to 2 :3 . It th us a ppears fir s t in th e H ebre w B ib le 's B ook o f G enesis , b ut it is a ctu ally th e y o unger o f th e tw o s to rie s p re se nte d th ere . A c o nsid era ble b ody o f s ch ola rs h ip o ve r th e la st tw o o r th re e c e ntu rie s h as c o nclu ded th at th is s to ry w as w rit te n in a bout th e s ix th c e ntu ry B .C .. T hat w as a fte r Is ra el w as c o nquere d b y th e A ssyria ns in 7 22 B .C . a nd a t a tim e w hen th e H ebre w s w ere fa ce d w it h e xile in B abylo n. T he a uth or o f th is la te r s to ry is k n ow n to s ch ola rs a s " P ", b eca use h e o r s h e w ro te fr o m a m uch m ore " p rie stly " p ers p ectiv e th an J , th e a uth or o f th e c h ro nolo gic a lly e arlie r s to ry th at a ppears in G enesis 2 :4 to 3 :2 4 ( s e e " Y ahw eh", a bove ). P 's s to ry is o ne o f c re atio n e x n ih ilo ( fr o m n oth in g), a nd th e c re atio n is a m uch m ore s ta te ly p ro ce ss th an t h at in J 's s to ry . B eca use o f th e tim in g o f it s w rit in g a nd th e g ra ndeur o f it s la nguage, P 's s to ry h as b een in te rp re te d b y s ch ola rs " a s a n o rig in s to ry c re ate d fo r th e b enefit o f a lo st n atio n in th e n eed o f e nco ura gem ent a nd a ffir m atio n" ( L eem in g a nd L eem in g 1 994, p . 1 1 3). In fa ct, s o m e s ch ola rs h ave s u ggeste d th at P 's s to ry w as a ctu ally w rit te n in B abylo n.
 P u se d th e n am e " E lo him " fo r th e c re ato r, a nd th at u sa ge is c o ntin ued in th e p ara phra se b elo w . " E lo him " ( , p ro nounce d " e lo H EEM ") is a ctu ally a p lu ra l w ord p erh aps b est tr a nsla te d a s " th e p ow erfu l o nes". P a ls o u se d p lu ra l p hra sin g in th e E lo him 's c re atio n o f h um ankin d " a fte r o ur o w n lik e ness". S ch ola rs h ave s u ggeste d th at th e u se o f th e p lu ra l " E lo him " r a th er th an th e s in gula r " E lo ha" m ay h eark e n b ack to p oly th eis tic r o ots o f M id dle E aste rn r e lig io ns a nd w as a w ay to e m phasiz e th e m agnit u de o f th e d eit y in q uestio n. P 's fir s t p eople h ave n o n am es a t a ll, i n k e epin g w it h th e s to ry 's fo cu s o n th e g ra ndeur o f th e c re ato r r a th er th an o n th e c re ate d.
  In th e b egin nin g th e E lo him m ade th e s ky a nd th e e arth , b ut th e e arth w as s h apele ss a nd e ve ry th in g w as d ark .
 T he E lo him s a id " L et th ere b e lig ht," a nd th ere w as th e lig ht th at m ade d ay d if fe re nt fr o m n ig ht. A nd th at w as th e fir s t d ay.
 T he E lo him s a id , " L et th ere b e a d om e to s e para te th e h eave ns fr o m th e w ate rs b elo w ," a nd th ere w ere th e h eave ns. A nd th at w as th e s e co nd d ay.
 T he E lo him s a id , " L et th e w ate rs o f th e e arth g ath er s o th at th ere a re s e as a nd th ere is d ry la nd," a nd s o it w as.
 T he E lo him s a id , " L et th ere b e v e geta tio n o n th e la nd, w it h p la nts to y ie ld s e eds a nd fr u it s ," a nd s o it w as. A nd th at w as th e th ir d d ay.
 T he E lo him s a id , " L et th ere b e lig ht in th e h eave ns, a nd le t th em c h ange w it h th e s e aso ns," a nd s o th ere w ere s ta rs . T hen th e E lo him m ade a s u n a nd a m oon to r u le o ve r th e d ay a nd to r u le o ve r th e n ig ht. A nd th at w as th e f o urth d ay.
 T he E lo him s a id , " L et th ere b e c re atu re s in th e w ate rs , a nd le t th ere b e b ir d s in th e s kie s," a nd s o th ere w ere s e a m onste rs a nd s e a c re atu re s a nd b ir d s. T he E lo him b le sse d th em , s a yin g " B e fr u it fu l a nd m ult ip ly ". A nd th at w as t h e fif th d ay.
 T he E lo him s a id , " L et th e e arth h ave a nim als o f v a rio us k in ds", a nd s o it w as. T hen th e E lo him s a id , " L et u s m ake h um ans a fte r o ur o w n lik e ness, a nd le t th em r u le o ve r th e fis h o f th e s e a, o ve r th e b ir d s o f th e a ir , o ve r th e c a ttle a nd c re epin g th in gs o f th e la nd, a nd o ve r a ll th e e arth ." T he E lo him s a id to th ese h um ans, " B e fr u it fu l a nd m ult ip ly , a nd fill th e e arth a nd s u bdue it , r u lin g o ve r th e fis h a nd th e b ir d s a nd th e a nim als o f th e la nd. W e h ave g iv e n y o u e ve ry p la nt a nd tr e e y ie ld in g s e ed. T o e ve ry b east a nd b ir d o f th e E arth w e h ave g iv e n e ve ry g re en p la nt fo r f o od." A nd th at w as th e s ix th d ay.
 1/2  A nd o n th e s e ve nth d ay th e m akin g o f th e h eave ns a nd e arth w as fin is h ed, a nd th e E lo him r e ste d.
 S ourc e s fo r " T he E lo him " a nd " Y ahw eh":
 N orm an C . H abel, 1 971, Lit e ra ry C rit ic is m o f th e B ib le :
 P hila delp hia , F ortr e ss P re ss, 8 6 p . ( B S 1 225.2 .H 3) D avid A dam s L eem in g a nd M arg are t A dam s L eem in g, 1 994, Encyclo pedia o f C re atio n M yth s:
 S anta B arb ara , A BC - C LIO , 3 30 p . ( B L 3 25.C 7 L 44 1 994) J o hn L aw re nce M acK enzie , 1 966, " P enta te uch " a nd " A dam a nd E ve " in Encyclo pedia B rit a nnic a :
 C hic a go, E ncyclo pedia B rit a nnic a In c.
 H erb ert G . M ay, e dit o r, The N ew O xfo rd A nnota te d B ib le :
 N ew Y ork , O xfo rd U niv e rs it y P re ss, 1 564 p .
 D agobert D . R unes, 1 959, Concis e D ic tio nary o f J u dais m :
 N ew Y ork , P hilo so phic a l L ib ra ry In c., 2 37 p . ( B M 5 0.R 941c) A .M . S ilb erm ann, tr a nsla to r, 5 745 [1 985], Chum ash , w it h T a rg um O nke lo s, H aphta ro th , a nd R ash i's C om menta ry , V ol. 1 :
 J e ru sa le m , T he S ilb erm ann F am ily , 2 81 + 2 9 p . ( B S 1 221 1 985 v .1 ) J u liu s W ellh ause n, 1 899, Die C om posit io n d es H exa te uch s u nd d er h is to ris ch en B uch er d es A lt e n T e sta m ents :
 B erlin , G . R eim er, 3 73 p . ( B S 1 215.W 4 1 899) A m uch m ore e xte nsiv e b ib lio gra phy is a va ila ble a t h ttp ://h ope.e du/a ca dem ic /r e lig io n/b andstr a /R TO T/C H1/C H1_B G .H TM #C 1 O th er w eb p ages o f in te re st in clu de h ttp ://w ww.h ig hfib er. c o m /~ dfb eck/C ESE/V ie w poin t/c o ntr ib utio ns/b ib le /a uth ors h ip .h tm l h ttp ://w ww.h ig hfib er. c o m /~ dfb eck/C ESE/V ie w poin t/c o ntr ib utio ns/b ib le /C REAT IO NSTO RIE S.h tm l h ttp ://fr e edom la w .c o m /to ra hw eb.h tm h ttp ://w ww.n ew berry .e du/a ca d/p hil/ r 1 1 0/L 03.h tm ( a nd s u cce edin g le sso ns a s w ell) h ttp ://p atr io t.n et/~ je b/d och yp .h tm h ttp ://w ww.e b.c o m :1 80/c g i- b in /g ?D ocF =m ic ro /7 25/5 6.h tm l h ttp ://w ww.e b.c o m :1 80/c g i- b in /g ?D ocF =m ic ro /3 79/8 7.h tm l   B ack to th e Ta ble o f C onte nts of Cre atio n S to rie s fr o m a ro und th e W orld . 2/2 
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