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IH 2: The Common Good Name:
Prof. Daniel Leonard

Annotation and Active Reading Worksheet:
Plato’s Allegory of the Cave (5 points)

In this activity, you will practice reading closely for textual evidence and analyzing this
evidence to reach some interpretive insights.

At the beginning of Book 7 of Republic, we are asked to imagine a rather strange cave and its
prisoners. Then we are told the story of what happens when some of them are liberated and
struggle to escape. As Socrates informs us, this story is meant to illustrate “the effect of
education... and the lack of it on our nature.” Since it is an allegory, every detail has some
sort of symbolic or metaphoric significance. Your task here is to collect details and reflect on
what they might symbolize.

Instructions:

a) Before completing this assignment, watch the video and read the handout about the
CRIT method.

b) As you read follow steps 1-3 on the CRIT handout: annotate the assigned
passage from the Republic by underlining or circling key words, paraphrasing
actions and ideas, or giving names to the different parts of this story, etc. Be sure to
mark anything you think is particularly interesting or puzzling.

¢) For step 4, write down some notes in response to the questions below. Your
notes don’t have to be super-detailed; concentrate on what interests you!

d) Finally, follow the instructions on the CRIT handout for steps 5 and 6. Write down a
brief argument and reflections on this sheet.

Describe the place where the | Explain what the characters Evaluate what the characters

characters are: what is it like | do in this place—look for know and believe: what is

there? List the key words or verbs. What do they see and their reality? Are they gaining

phrases that you think are feel? What else do they do new knowledge, questioning

most significant and (talk, move, interact with or doubting? List key word or

interesting others)? List key words that phrases that describe their
indicate significant way of thinking and
perceptions, emotions, and understanding the world.
actions.

1. The beginning: prisoners in a cave
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Describe the place, What are the characters What do they know and
environment doing, seeing, feeling? believe?

2. The first step: standing up and looking around

3. Leaving the cave

4. Adjusting to the world above

5. Returning to the cave
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