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                April 2 8, 2020 Q1 2 020’s M ost I m pactfu l P C G am es: C O VID -1 9 P o lic ie s, O ff- Se aso n , a n d a R is in g S ta r esp orts o b se rv e r.c o m /q 12020-p c-g a m es-im pact-in dex Fo r t h e f o u rth q uarte r in a r o w , R io t G am es’ Le a gu e o f L e g en ds w as t h e m ost im pactfu l P C g a m e. B ein g t h e la n dm ark f o r t h e m ost im pactfu l esp orts -r e la te d P C g a m es, Le a gu e o f L e g en ds w as jo in ed b y V alv e ’s Cou nte r-S tr ik e : G lo b al O ffe n siv e a n d Dota 2 , a n d U bis o ft ’s Rain bow S ix Sie g e a s t ie r 1 g a m es. F o r To m C la n cy ’s R ain bow S ix S ie g e, it w as t h e f ir s t t im e t h e g a m e r e ach ed t h e h ig h est t ie r. Se ve ra l g a m es t h at h ad a s ig n if ic a n t im pact o n t h e e sp orts e co sy ste m t h ro u gh ou t t h e p re vio u s q uarte rs im pro ve d o r d ow ngra d ed o n t h e Im pact I n dex d ue t o a la ck o f e sp orts c o m petit io n s a s n ove l c o ro n avir u s ( C O VID -1 9) p olic ie s c a u se d s u sp en sio n s, p ostp on em en ts , a n d ca n ce la tio n s o f s e ve ra l m ajo r e sp orts e ve n ts g lo b ally .
 1/4 Th is s e aso n alit y o f e sp orts c o m petit io n is r e fle cte d in T h e E sp orts O bse rv e r’s P C G am es I m pact I n dex f o r t h e f ir s t q uarte r o f 2 020. F o r a deta ile d b re akd ow n o f t h e k e y p erfo rm an ce in dic a to rs t h at d ete rm in e a g a m e’s in dex s co re , clic k h ere t o r e vie w 2 018’s in it ia l I m pact I n dex re p ort .
 2/4 Ye ar-R ou nd D om in an ce A m ajo r p art o f Le a gu e o f L e g en ds’ d om in an ce o ve r t h e I m pact I n dex s te m s f r o m t h e g a m e’s e n orm ou s p la ye r b ase a s it c o n tin ues t o d w arf oth er g a m es’ p la ye r b ase s. D urin g Q 1 2 020, Le a gu e o f L e g en ds h ad a p la ye r b ase a lm ost t h re e t im es a s la rg e a s t h e I m pact in dex’s s e co n d pla ce : 
 Cou nte r-S tr ik e : G lo b al O ffe n siv e . F u rth erm ore , t h e g a m e w as t h e m ost-w atc h ed g a m e o n liv e s tr e am in g p la tfo rm Tw it c h in t h e f ir s t th re e m on th s o f t h e y e ar. 
 Most p ro fe ssio n al Le a gu e o f L e g en ds r e gio n al le agu es s ta rte d in m id -Ja n uary a n d g e n era te d s ta b le v ie w ers h ip t h ro u gh ou t t h e q uarte r. T h e fo u r m ajo r p ro fe ssio n al le agu es o f t h e Rio t G am es -r u n g lo b al c o m petit io n s tr u ctu re ( N orth A m eric a , E u ro p e, C hin a, a n d S o u th K ore a), a ll were a b le t o s h if t t o a n o n lin e f o rm at a n d r e tu rn t o o ffic ia l c o m petit iv e p la y q uic k ly in r e sp on se t o C O VID -1 9 m easu re m en ts .
 An E arly S ta rt An e arly s ta rt in to it s 2 020 c o m petit iv e y e ar h elp ed Cou nte r-S tr ik e : G lo b al O ffe n siv e s e cu re t h e I m pact I n dex r a n k 2 f o r t h e s e co n d q uarte r in a r o w . O n D ec. 3 1, t h e BLA ST P re m ie r S p rin g S e rie s w as k ic k e d o ff in L o n don , w hic h s a w Fa Z e C la n , Natu s V in ce re , a n d G2 E sp orts w in nin g th eir r e sp ectiv e g ro u ps, q ualif y in g f o r t h e S p rin g F in als in M osco w , w hic h h ave b een s in ce c a n ce le d d ue t o C O VID -1 9 a n d r e p la ce d w it h re gio n al o fflin e f o rm ats .
 Pro b ab ly o n e o f t h e m ost b iz a rre e sp orts t o u rn am en ts e ve r, t h e $ 500K U SD I n te l E xtr e m e M aste rs X XIV – W orld C ham pio n sh ip s in Kato w ic e h oste d t h e la st m ajo r in te rn atio n al in -p ers o n Cou nte r-S tr ik e : G lo b al O ffe n siv e t o u rn am en t f o r t h e t im e b ein g. I n a n e m pty a re n a, whic h is u su ally f ille d b y t e n s o f t h ou sa n ds c h eerin g t h eir f a vo rit e t e am s o n , N atu s V in ce re c la im ed t h e t it le o ve r G 2 E sp orts in a lo p sid ed se rie s. D urin g t h at s e rie s, t h e t h re e b ig ge st b ro ad ca sts o f I E M K ato w ic e 2 020’s C ou nte r-S tr ik e c o m petit io n c o m bin ed f o r a m ax c o n cu rre n t vie w ers h ip ( C CV) o f 7 45.6 K .
 One M ajo r D ow n Rou ndin g o u t t h e I m pact I n dex’s t o p t h re e is Valv e ’s Dota 2 f o r t h e s e co n d is su e o f t h e r a n kin g in a r o w . O ne o f t h e g a m e’s b ig ge st e ve n ts of t h e y e ar t o ok p la ce in J a n uary , a s Te am S e cre t c a m e o u t a to p t h e $ 1M p riz e p ool D re am Le agu e S e aso n 1 3: T h e L e ip zig M ajo r.
 Th e t o u rn am en t, w hic h w as o n e o f in it ia lly f iv e p la n ned M ajo rs f o r 2 020 – t w o o f w hic h h ave b een c a n ce le d s in ce ( ESL O ne L o s A nge le s an d EP IC EN TE R M ajo r 2 020 in M osco w ), g e n era te d 4 .8 8M h ou rs w atc h ed o n it s E n glis h T w it c h b ro ad ca st, w hile it ’s R ussia n -la n gu age bro ad ca st s u rp asse d t h at a m ou nt w it h 5 .4 8M h ou rs w atc h ed o n t h e p la tfo rm .
 Out o f a ll f o u r t ie r 1 g a m es o f Q 1 2 020, Dota 2 h as t h e s m alle st p la ye r b ase , b ut t h e c o m bin atio n o f v ie w ers h ip a n d e sp orts p riz e p ools push ed t h e g a m e t o r a n k 3 .
 A R is in g S ta r While Rain bow S ix S ie g e’s I m pact I n dex s co re c e rta in ly p ro fit e d f r o m C O VID -1 9 p olic ie s a s t h e g a m e h oste d t h e h ig h est p riz e p ool co m petit io n o f t h e q uarte r w it h t h e $ 3M p riz e p ool S ix I n vit a tio n al 2 020 in M on tr e al, w hic h a cts a s t h e g a m e’s in fo rm al W orld C up, t h e ga m e h as p ro ve n it s im pact o n t h e e sp orts e co sy ste m o ve r t h e la st c o u ple o f y e ars c o n sid erin g it is s te ad ily r is in g in p op ula rit y . 
 Th e ga m e’s p la ye r b ase r e ce n tly s u rp asse d 5 5M .
 Th e 2 019 S ix I n vit a tio n al h ad s e en a 3 00% in cre ase in e sp orts v ie w ers h ip . T h is y e ar t h e e ve n t g re w o n ce a ga in , g e n era tin g 5 .3 7M h ou rs watc h ed o n T w it c h o ve r t h e f u ll t o u rn am en t c o m pare d t o 3 .0 1M in 2 019.
 Tie r 2 S h oote r Ep ic G am es’ Fo rtn it e o n ce m ore o ccu pie d t h e f if t h r a n k o n t h e I m pact I n dex. W hile t h ere w ere n o m ajo r e sp orts t o u rn am en ts d urin g t h e quarte r, a s o lid p la ye r b ase a n d T w it c h v ie w ers h ip k e p t t h e g a m e r e le va n t.
 Th e I m pact I n dex’s s ix th r a n k, Call o f D uty : M od ern W arfa re , s a w it ’s n ew ly c re ate d f r a n ch is e d Call o f D uty L e agu e k ic k o ff o n J a n . 2 4 in Min neap olis . I n a d dit io n , t h e g a m e is r a th er p op ula r w it h p la ye rs a s it b oaste d t h e f o u rth la rg e st p la ye r b ase o f a ll r a n ke d g a m e t it le s.
 Com pare d t o t h e Q 4 2 019 I m pact I n dex, t h e g a m e im pro ve d b y s e ve n s p ots .
 3/4 Kra ft o n G am e U nio n ’s PLA YE R U N KO W N’S B ATTLE G RO UN DS d ow ngra d ed t h re e r a n ks b ein g t h e s e ve n th m ost im porta n t P C g a m e d urin g Q 1 2020. I n t h e f ir s t t h re e m on th s o f t h e y e ar, t h e g a m e s a w s e ve ra l s m alle r r e gio n al t o u rn am en ts b ut n o m ajo r g lo b al c o m petit io n . 
 Rock e t L e agu e, H earth sto n e, S ta rC ra ft I I, a n d M agic : T h e Gath erin g A re n a – T h e M id fie ld Th e v ie w ers h ip a n d p riz e m on ey c o n tr ib utio n f r o m t h e Rock e t L e a gu e C ham pio n sh ip S e rie s S e aso n 9 a n d t h e Rock e t L e a gu e S p rin g S e rie s help ed Rock e t L e a gu e s e cu re r a n k e ig h t o n t h e I m pact I n dex.
 Hea rth sto n e , w hic h is o n e o f t h e g a m e e co sy ste m s t h at t r a d it io n ally s e es v e ry lit tle c o m petit io n o f t h e f ir s t q uarte r o f a y e ar, o n ly h ad o n e majo r e sp orts e ve n t d urin g t h e p erio d , t h e M aste rs T o u r in A rlin gto n . T h e $ 500K t o u rn am en t w as w on b y F re n ch H elio s G am in g p la ye r Zaka ry a “ x B ly ze s” H ail.
 Ju dgin g b y v ie w ers h ip a n d p la ye r b ase , t h e t w o m ost n ic h e g a m es Sta rC ra ft I I a n d Magic : T h e G ath erin g A re n a ra n ke d t e n th a n d e le ve n th , re sp ectiv e ly , in t h e I m pact I n dex. B oth t it le s w ere c a rrie d b y t h e s ca le o f t h eir e sp orts e co sy ste m s.
 While t h e Sta rC ra ft s e rie s h as f a d ed s o m ew hat f r o m it s f o rm er g lo ry , t h e I n te l E xtr e m e M aste rs – W orld C ham pio n sh ip s in K ato w ic e h as re m ain ed o n e o f it s c o n sis te n t b rig h t s p ots e ach y e ar. T h is y e ar’s $ 250K p riz e p ool t o u rn am en t g e n era te d 1 .1 4M h ou rs w atc h ed o n E SL’s offic ia l c h an nel.
 Mean w hile , Magic : T h e G ath erin g A re n a’s m ost im porta n t a n nual e ve n t, t h e $ 1M p riz e p ool M agic W orld C ham pio n sh ip , g e n era te d 1 .4 9M hou rs w atc h ed .
 FIF A 2 0 a n d M ore A ctiv is io n B liz za rd T it le s Ele ctr o n ic A rts ’ FIF A 2 0 c la im ed r a n k 1 2 o n t h e I m pact I n dex f o r t h e s e co n d t im e a ft e r m akin g it s d eb ut o n t h e r a n kin g in Q 4 2 019. T h e ga m e’s im pact o n t h e e sp orts e co sy ste m is u nderlin ed b y it s v ie w ers h ip a n d s u cce ss o f it s e sp orts in it ia tiv e s, in clu din g t h e FIF A e C lu b World C up 2 020 a n d F U T 2 0 C ham pio n s C up S ta ge , w hic h t o ok p la ce d urin g t h e p erio d .
 As t h e Ove rw atc h L e agu e w as in it s o ffs e aso n d urin g Q 1, t h e g a m e’s v ie w ers h ip s ta ts p lu m mete d . B eca u se t h e s a m e w as t r u e f o r Ove rw atc h ’s w hole e sp orts e co sy ste m , w it h o n ly o n e r e le va n t t o u rn am en t h eld d urin g Q 1, t h e N etE ase E sp orts X T o u rn am en t, t h e g a m e lo st t h re e r a n ks o n t h e I m pact I n dex c o m pare d t o T E O ’s p re vio u s I n dex.
 Th e la st t w o s p ots o n Q 1 2 020’s r a n kin g w ere o ccu pie d b y Activ is io n B liz za rd ’s t it le s Warc ra ft I II a n d World o f W arc ra ft . 
 Warc ra ft I II s a w a fe w s m alle r e sp orts t o u rn am en ts o ve r t h e p erio d , w hile World o f W arc ra ft ’s m ain e ve n t o f t h e q uarte r w as a n oth er W orld ’s F ir s t r a ce .
 Th e e sp orts in it ia tiv e s o f m ost g a m es m en tio n ed in t h is a rtic le h ave b een s e ve re ly a ffe cte d b y C O VID -1 9 p olic ie s. C heck o u t o u r CO VID -1 9 co ve ra ge o n a ll t h in gs e sp orts b usin ess t o le arn a b ou t t h e la te st d eve lo p m en ts in t h e e co sy ste m .
 Ta gs:
 Call o f D uty Cou nte r-S tr ik e : G lo b al O ffe n siv e Dota 2 FIF A 2 0 Fo rtn it e Hearth sto n e Le agu e o f L e ge n ds Magic : T h e G ath erin g Are n a New zo o Ove rw atc h PC G am es PC G am es I m pact I n dex Q 1 2 020 Pla ye r U nkn ow n’s B attle gro u nds Rain bow S ix : S ie ge Rock e t Le agu e Sta rc ra ft I I Warc ra ft I II World o f W arc ra ft 4/4 
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                Fast and convenient

                Simply post your question and get it answered by professional tutor within 30 minutes. It's as simple as that!
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                Any topic, any difficulty

                We've got thousands of tutors in different areas of study who are willing to help you with any kind of academic assignment, be it a math homework or an article. 
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                Join 3,4 million+ members who are already getting homework help from StudyDaddy!
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