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192. Second Inaugural Address of George W.
Bush (2005)

Source: The White House.

In his second inaugural address, in January 2005, Bush outlined a new
American goal—*“ending tyranny in the world.” Striking a more concilia-
tory tone than during his first administration, he promised that the United
States would not try to impose “our style of government” on others and that,
in the future, it would seek the advice of allies. He said nothing specific
about Iraq but tried to shore up falling support for the war by invoking the
ideal of freedom: “the survival of liberty in our land increasingly depends
on the success of liberty in other lands.” In his first inaugural, in 2001, Bush
had used the words “freedom,” “free,” or “liberty” seven times. In his second,
they appeared forty-nine times. Again and again, Bush insisted that the
United States stands for the worldwide triumph of freedom.

AT THIS SECOND gathering, our duties are defined not by the
words 1 use, but by the history we have seen together. For a half cen-
tury, America defended our own freedom by standing watch on
distant borders. After the shipwreck of communism came years of
relative quiet, years of repose, years of sabbatical—and then there
came a day of fire.

We have seen our vulnerability—and we have seen its deepest
source. For as long as whole regions of the world simmer in resent-
ment and tyranny—prone to ideologies that feed hatred and excuse
murder—violence will gather, and multiply in destructive power,
and cross the most defended borders, and raise a mortal threat.
There 1s only one force of history that can break the reign of hatred
and resentment, and expose the pretensions of tyrants, and reward
the hopes of the decent and tolerant, and that is the force of human
freedom.

We are led, by events and common sense, to one conclusion: The
survival of liberty in our land increasingly depends on the success
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of liberty in other lands. The best hope for peace in our world is the
expansion of freedom in all the world.

America’s vital interests and our deepest beliefs are now one.
From the day of our Founding, we have proclaimed that every man
and woman on this earth has rights, and dignity, and matchless
value, because they bear the image of the Maker of Heaven and
earth. Across the generations we have proclaimed the imperative
of self-government, because no one is fit to be a master, and no one
deserves to be a slave. Advancing these ideals is the mission that
created our Nation. It is the honorable achievement of our fathers.
Now it is the urgent requirement of our nation’s security, and the
calling of our time.

So it is the policy of the United States to seek and support the
growth of democratic movements and institutions in every nation
and culture, with the ultimate goal of ending tyranny in our world.

This is not primarily the task of arms, though we will defend our-
selves and our friends by force of arms when necessary. Freedom, by
its nature, must be chosen, and defended by citizens, and sustained
by the rule of law and the protection of minorities. And when the
soul of a nation finally speaks, the institutions that arise may reflect
customs and traditions very different from our own. America will
not impose our own style of government on the unwilling. Our goal
instead is to help others find their own voice, attain their own free-
dom, and make their own way. ...

We will persistently clarify the choice before every ruler and every
nation: The moral choice between oppression, which is always wrong,
and freedom, which is eternally right. America will not pretend that
jailed dissidents prefer their chains, or that women welcome humili-
ation and servitude, or that any human being aspires to live at the
mercy of bullies.

We will encourage reform in other governments by making clear
that success in our relations will require the decent treatment of
their own people. America’s belief in human dignity will guide our
policies, yet rights must be more than the grudging concessions of
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dictators; they are secured by free dissent and the participation of
the governed. In the long run, there is no justice without freedom,
and there can be no human rights without human liberty.. ..

Today, America speaks anew to the peoples of the world:

All who live in tyranny and hopelessness can know: the United
States will not ignore your Oppression, or excuse your oppressors.
When you stand for your liberty, we will stand with you.

Democratic reformers facing repression, prison, or exile can know:
America sees you for who you are: the future leaders of your free
country.

The rulers of outlaw regimes can know that we still believe as Abra-
ham Lincoln did: “Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for
themselves; and, under the rule of a just God, cannot long retain it.”

The leaders of governments with long habits of control need
to know: To serve your people youmust learn to trust them. Start on
this journey of progress and justice, and America will walk at your
side.

And all the allies of the United States can know: we honor your
friendship, we rely on your counsel, and we depend on your help.
Division among free nationsis a primary goal of freedom’s enemies.
The concerted effort of free nations to promote democracy is a pre-
lude to our enemies’ defeat. . ..

We go forward with complete confidence in the eventual triumph
of freedom. Not because history runs on the wheels of inevitability;
itis human choices that move events. Not because we consider our-
selves a chosen nation; God moves and chooses as He wills. We have
confidence because freedom is the permanent hope of mankind, the
hunger in dark places, the longing of the soul. When our Founders
declared a new order of the ages; when soldiers died in wave upon
wave for a union based on liberty; when citizens marched in peace-
ful outrage under the banner “Freedom Now™—they were acting on
an ancient hope that is meant to be fulfilled. History has an ebb and
flow of justice, but history also has a visible direction, set by liberty
and the Author of Liberty.
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When the Declaration of Independence was first read in public and
the Liberty Bell was sounded in celebration, a witness said, “It rang
asifit meant something.” In our time it means something still. Amer-
ica, in this young century, proclaims liberty throughout all the world,
and to all the inhabitants thereof. Renewed in our strength—tested,
but not weary—we are ready for the greatest achievements in the his-
tory of freedom.

May God bless you, and may He watch over the United States of
America.

Questions

1. How convincing is Bush’s description of a world divided into friends and
enemies of freedom?

2. What traditional American ideals does Bush appeal to in this speech?

193. Archbishop Roger Mahoney, *Called by
God to Help” (2006)

Source: Roger Mahoney: “Called by God to Help,” The New York Times,
March 22, 2006. Copyright © 2006, The New York Times. Reprinted by
permission.

The influx of immigrants proceeded apace during the first years of the
twenty-first century. Alongside legal immigrants, undocumented new-
comers made their way to the United States, mostly from Mexico. At the end
of 2005, it was estimated, there were 11 million illegal aliens in the United
States. With many Americans convinced that the United States had lost
control of its borders and that immigration was in part responsible for the
stagnation of real wages, the House of Representatives approved a bill mak-
ing ita felony to be in the country illegally and a crime to offer aid to illegal
immigrants. The response was utterly unexpected—a series of massive




