
https://studydaddy.com/?utm_source=pdf


Formatting Instructions for 

CULTURAL SURVIVAL LAB 
---Take-Home/Zoom Group-Work Assignment--- 

 
Due: August 10, 2020 by 11:59PM via ICM Email 

 
Student Groups: 
 
You must work with 1-2 other students in our class – via Zoom meetings or other online 
meet-up software- to complete the cultural lab assignment. Be sure to set prior meeting 
dates and times (and to honour them by attending). All students must contribute to the 
work your group does to brainstorm, note take, and create your fictional “society”. You 
should then elect one student in your group to collect information and compose your 
written report – one copy of which is to be emailed to the instructor by the due date. Please 
include the first and last names and student numbers of all of the students in your group.  
 
Fictional Survival Scenario: 
 
Each group of students should imagine that they and 15 of their friends have escape the 
apocalypse and crash landed in northern Manitoba. The plane’s wings have been destroyed, 
as well as the propeller; the plane is not repairable. The pilot has died, although you all are 
uninjured. You find the plane has enough food and supplies to ration for one month. There 
is also a few other tools and materials on the plane (described at the bottom of page 1 of 
the lab assignment booklet). The seats of the plane can be detached and used as floatation 
devices and insulation and wiring may be used for various things. Your group represents a 
“survival unit” and will form the basis of a new "fictional" society. Be sure to select a nearly 
equal number of males and females for your society (at least a ratio of 2:4). Remember, this 
lab is hypothetical, fictional, and a construction; it is not real.  
 
Each member of your group has brought with them a backpack containing items (clothing, 
food, tools, etc.) collected in their home prior to boarding the plane (you each had 5 
minutes to gather things; and only thing you know would readily at hand in your home in 
July). You also have access to equipment and materials on the plane.  
 
Group Instructions and Lab Formatting Information: 
 

(1) Review the lab booklets: CulturalLabAssignment(UW-2020).pdf and the 
CulturalLab-Object-File.pdf, paying particular attention to the “sections you will be 
graded” statements on page 2-3 of the assignment booklet.  The 14-page photo-
booklet (aka, Object-File) describes tools and other artifacts discovered within the 
crash area (be sure to note the physical dimensions of each tool or artifact). 
 

(2) Each group of students should work together in creating their society own fictional 
society by describing various cultural institutions listed page 2-3 of the assignment 
booklet; under the heading, “Areas you will be graded” – Sections 1-7. You may 



include a cover-page for listing the names of students (and student number), our 
course name and code-section, and the date as the cover-page of your report. This 
cover page does not count towards the number of pages you must submit. On 
average, most reports (not including the cover page) will be 4-5 pages in length 
(double spacing, 12 point font). Please do not write more than a total of 7 pages.  
 

(3) The first section (1 page typed, double spaced text) on “Economy” is worth a 
maximum of 20 points. The first ¾ of the page should summarize your society’s 
short-term (aka, 1-2 generations) modes of production, consumption, and exchange, 
as well as labour relations, land-use, animals trapped/hunted, etc. The remaining ¼ 
of page should summarize how you will change your mode of production should you 
society grow in size (through births).  
 

(4) The remaining six sections (each section, 1/2  page typed, double spaced text) 
should describe the short-term kindship system/reproduction, religion, etc. of your 
society. You will be graded on each of these sections. Each section is worth a 
maximum of 10 points.  
 

(5) Please include a section label (i.e., Economy, Kinship/Reproduction) before 
answering each of the sections. The answers to these section 1-7 questions should 
provide enough detail to explain how your society will provide for specific cultural 
institutions (i.e., kinship, politics, etc.). You will not have enough time or space in 
your lab write-up to provide precise details on every aspect of living in your new 
society. Use more general terms and discussions, and rely on terminologies and 
concepts that you have learned in class to illustrate and explain your answers. 
 

If you have trouble with fellow group members, or need additional support in creating and 
formatting your cultural survival lab assignment, please email the instructor.  
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