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FILM 102: CANADIAN CINEMA 
ASSIGNMENT #1: NFB DOCUMENTARY 

VIEWING WORKSHEET 



WHEN? WHERE?
•The worksheet is to be completed by Sunday, 
October 3rd

•Worksheets must be uploaded to Canvas (NOT 
emailed to the instructor) by the deadline of 
11:59 PM - no exceptions!

•If a medical issue or other emergency prevents 
you from completing the assignment on time, you 
MUST contact me BEFORE the deadline to discuss 
an extension 



ASSIGNMENT FORMAT
This assignment consists of two parts:

•Part One: Viewing Questions

•Answer the questions about the short NFB 
documentary film you have chosen from the provided 
NFB Playlist: www.nfb.ca/m/playlists/
b3e22e5254314ceb8a27e77fe9de4c5f/playback/ 

•Some questions have a stated word limit, while 
others do not; provide as much detail as you think 
is needed, and be as specific as possible. Read 
each question carefully! 

•Part Two: Works Cited Page

•Create an MLA Style Works Cited page that lists one 
source, the film, as viewed on a streaming site, 
NFB.ca



HOW TO COMPLETE THE 
WORKSHEET

•Complete these two parts by filling out the assignment worksheet made 
available on Canvas

•You can use Google Docs to complete the worksheet, or download and 
complete it using the word processing software of your choice

•Make sure you put your name and student number in the provided fields, 
as per MLA 

•Once completed, save the worksheet, and then upload it to Canvas as 
a .doc or .docx file



PART ONE
•For Part One, you’ll be asked to answer 5 questions 
about your chosen documentary

•The answers to some questions will be easy to find 
in your class notes and the course materials on 
Canvas; other questions will require you to reflect 
more deeply on the film

•For question #2 you’re asked to consider 
whether the documentary most closely follows the 
Griersonian Tradition, Direct Cinema, or Cinéma 
vérite. You can find descriptions of these three 
in your class notes and course readings. 

•It is possible the documentary may borrow from 
more than one of these traditions, so consider 
your answer carefully!



PART ONE
•For question #3, you're asked to identify 
and describe documentary filmmaking 
techniques, so look and listen carefully! 
Use your descriptive language skills to 
take your reader into parts of the film

•As per MLA, provide the time range for 
when you see or hear techniques being 
used in the film in hours, minutes, 
and seconds(HH:MM:SS-HH:MM:SS)

•Let’s see and example of how to do 
this on the next slide —> 



PART ONE
One technique the film uses is handheld camerawork. The 
lightweight, handheld camera allows the directors to 
intimately capture their subject closely in real time 
(Lewis). One clear example of this technique is when Paul 
is singing the song “Put your head on my shoulder” in a 
show and one girl from the audience is allowed to join 
him on the stage; he holds the girl and continues singing 
(00:23:43- 00:24:26). Prior to that, there is a moment 
when the focus of the camera is on one of Paul’s hands, 
and then it moves to the other (00:20:05-00:20:09). Both 
of these scenes, especially the one with the girl, were 
shot from a very low angle. At one point it seems like 
the cameraman is either sitting or lying down on the 
ground to get the best view of Paul. This makes the 
viewer feel like they are one of Paul’s fans looking up 
at him from the front row of the audience. 

•Please only use this as an example! You need to find your own words for your 
answers (don’t plagiarize me)!



PART ONE
•For question #5, you’re asked 
whether or not you think your chosen 
documentary fulfills the NFB’s 
mandate. Reflect on this deeply, and 
provide your honest opinion! 

•For example, if I were to reflect 
on Lonely Boy and the NFB’s 
mandate, a portion of my response 
would look like… 

    See next slide —>



PART ONE
  In some ways, Lonely Boy fulfills the NFB’s mandate because 
the subject of the documentary, Paul Anka, is Canadian. As the 
voice-of-God tells us at the beginning of the film, “Paul 
Anka, a young Canadian, has risen from obscurity in Ottawa to 
stardom in America’s multi-million dollar entertainment 
industry” (00:03:56-00:04:04). The film shows Canadian 
viewers, as well as those residing in other nations, what can 
be achieved with a little hard work and lots of incredible 
talent. 

  On the other hand, the film is mostly shot in the United 
States, and many of the performance venues and fans we see are 
American. As David Hanley points out, “the film’s black and 
white neon view of Atlantic City and Broadway could be seen as 
similar to that of Raging Bull (Martin Scorsese, 1980), the 
Copacabana scenes seem to be outtakes from Goodfellas (Martin 
Scorsese, 1990).” Indeed, very little of Canadian culture is 
seen, besides Paul himself. While the documentary may lack 
Canadian content, it does illustrate the strong influence of 
American popular culture on Canada; therefore, from some 
perspectives the film fulfills the mandate, while from others 
it does not.



PART ONE
To review: 

•Answer each question for Part One in as much detail 
as possible!

•Your answers should be unique; don’t be afraid to 
share your honest opinion! 

•Show me what you have learned about documentary 
filmmaking at the NFB; be as precise and accurate 
as possible in your application of terms and 
concepts learned in class! 

•Consider integrating “small quotes” from course 
materials to support your answer; cite any words or 
ideas that are not your own in-text accordingly!

•Failure to provide proper citations will result in 
receiving 0 and an Academic Alert!



PART TWO
•For Part Two, create an MLA style Works Cited page 
that cites the film as viewed on NFB.ca 

•Please also cite any other course materials you may 
have chosen to utilize in Part One

•Make sure you format your Works Cited page so it looks 
exactly like the example on page 16 of the MLA 
guidebook —> MLA Guidebook 



PART TWO
•Cite the film as viewed on NFB.ca, 
which you can treat as a streaming 
site following the pattern below

•The studio is the National Film 
Board of Canada



ASSIGNMENT RULES
•You may only use your class notes and the materials 
posted to Canvas to complete this assignment!

•That means, no Googling!! No outside research of 
any kind is permitted!

•If evidence of unauthorized sources is found in 
your assignment, it will result in you receiving 0, 
and an Academic Alert - you have been warned!!



ASSIGNMENT RULES
•This assignment must be 
completed independently - 
do not work together with a 
classmate!

•If significant similarities 
are found between your 
worksheet and a 
classmate’s, you will both 
receive 0 and an Academic 
Alert!

•If you need help while 
working on this assignment, 
from where can you get it? 



THE WLC!
• The WLC is where you can get 
help with this or any other 
assignment!

• All students are encouraged to 
consult with a Humanities 
Specialist online prior to 
submitting

• Book your appointment well in 
advance, as the WLC gets quite 
busy—> https://
alexander.mywconline.com/

• Book several appointments, if 
possible; you can always 
cancel if something else comes 
up!



• If you have questions or concerns while completing this 
assignment, you’re welcome to visit me during Zoom office 
hours from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Pacific Standard Time on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, or email me to make an 
appointment at another time (except weekends or Fridays): 
m.lewis@alexandercollege.ca 



https://studydaddy.com/?utm_source=pdf

