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ASSIGNMENT #3: 
FINAL ESSAY



FIRST… FILM STUDIES 
WRITING RULES!

• There are some writing rules unique to Film Studies 
that you need to follow in this assignment:

• EVERY TIME you mention a film by its title, put it 
in Italics; and at first mention, connect the film 
to its director and year of release: 

• Double Happiness, released in 1994 and directed by Mina Shum, 
explores…  

• Afterwards, just the last name of the director 
is sufficient!

• You can use IMDb.com to look up the names of 
cast and crew (but don’t look at the plot 
reviews or summaries!)



FILM STUDIES 
WRITING RULES

• At first mention, connect film characters to the actors 
who portray them:

• The protagonist Dolores, played by Canadian Nell Shipman, fights… 

• Afterwards, just first name of the character is 
sufficient!

• When writing about what happens in the film, use the 
present tense: 

              The film depicts… 

                         The film follows... 

                         Dolores responds… 

                               The camera tracks… 

                                      Hartford uses…



FILM STUDIES 
WRITING RULES

• Avoid plot summary - consider the audience of your essay: your 
Instructor! She has seen the movie so there is NO NEED to recount 
the entire plot! 

• WHAT happens in the movie is never as important as HOW or WHY

• Avoid evaluation - avoid using evaluative language like “good,” 
“great,” “perfect,” “masterpiece,” “amazing,” and etc… you’re not 
writing a review, nor are you trying to convince me to see the film! 

• See the chart below for better words to use when writing about film:



ASSIGNMENT #3
• Now let’s shift focus to ASSIGNMENT #3! For 

this assignment, you are to turn Assignment 
#2, your essay proposal, into a full essay 
of 1000-1200 words 

• If I instructed you to fix your Title, 
thesis, or Works Cited page in my Assignment 
#2 feedback, please do! You will be evaluated 
on how well you implement my feedback (see 
the rubric on Canvas for more details)

• PREREQUISITE: If you did NOT submit 
Assignment #2, the proposal, you are NOT 
permitted to proceed with this assignment 
(you’ll receive 0)!



ESSAY STRUCTURE

• I recommend you 
follow this 
structure: an 
introduction, 2-3 
body paragraphs, 
and a conclusion! 

• Let’s review this  
essay structure 
more closely!



INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH
• Begin your essay with a HOOK. 
What’s a hook?

• Hook = a strong opening sentence 
that captures your reader’s 
attention

• Tips for writing an effective hook:

• Begin with an interesting  
question or surprising 
statement related to your 
topic 

• Begin with a vivid description 
of a scene or setting to draw 
your reader in 

• Begin with a “line of 
dialogue” or “quote from a 
reading/video essay” but make 
sure you integrate it smoothly 
using your own words to 
introduce and explain it!



INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH
• After your hook, introduce the film or films 
(including their directors and years of 
release) and provide background information 
needed to comprehend your thesis BRIEFY

• For example, you may want to explain what 
the slasher is, or who Evelyn Lambart and 
Norman McLaren are 



INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH
• So, your introductory paragraph 
should start off broad and 
general, and become more and 
more specific towards the end

• Your THESIS STATEMENT should 
appear as the LAST SENTENCE of 
your introductory paragraph

• Please make revisions to your 
thesis if I told you to in 
the Assignment #2 feedback!

• Consider visiting the WLC for 
help perfecting your thesis!

• Your introduction should be 
brief; do not exceed a page 
double-spaced



BODY PARAGRAPHS: PEEL
• Your 2-3 BODY PARAGRAPHS must defend your thesis by 
presenting EXAMPLES and EVIDENCE from the film(s) and 
course reading(s) to support your argument

• A helpful structure to follow for body paragraphs is 
P.E.E.L, which stands for POINT, EVIDENCE, EXPLAIN, 
and LINK 

• POINT: following this structure, the first sentence 
of any body paragraph needs to make a POINT; specify 
which REASON from your thesis this paragraph is about



BODY PARAGRAPHS: PEEL
• EVIDENCE: then you need to provide 
EVIDENCE to support the POINT this 
paragraph is arguing 

• EVIDENCE can be in the form of:

• EXAMPLES of scenes from the films 

• “direct quotes” from reading(s)



SCENE EXAMPLE
• As per MLA, you must provide the time range 
when describing A SPECIFIC SCENE/SHOT from the 
film (HH:MM:SS-HH:MM:SS). For example:

As the film progresses, Dolores is faced with more and more hardships 

while trying to save her wounded husband. For example, she stands up 

against the villains when she overhears them making plans to kill her 

husband; she pulls out a gun at the enemy and says, “I heard you plotting 

with Rydal last night. Unless you play square, I shall kill you” (Back to 

God’s Country 01:00:10-01:00:19). In this moment, she shows her 

bravery once again.



QUOTE SANDWICH
• Students are discouraged from paraphrasing in this 
assignment; rather, use the “quote sandwich” method to 
integrate “direct quotes” from the reading(s) into body 
paragraphs

• The quote sandwich means you sandwich the words of 
others with your own words; first, set up the idea the 
quote will support, then introduce the quote using your 
own words and phrases like “according to” or “as the 
author writes,” and then explain it!

• See the next slide for an example:



QUOTE SANDWICH
•So, is this an effective use of the quote sandwich 
method?

Nell Shipman’s naturalism is made very evident. “the movie was advertised with 

posters featuring a drawing of Shipman pulling a shawl across her evidently 

naked body as she stood knee-deep in water.” In the film, Dolores goes 

swimming… 

•NO! The idea is somewhat introduced, but the quote 
from the article is “floating” in its own sentence; 
no words of the writer are used to introduce it; the 
writer then immediately moves on to a new idea, 
without explaining the meaning of the quote

•So, when integrating quotes, make sure you tie quotes 
down with your own words, and thoroughly explain them



QUOTE SANDWICH
•Here’s an effective example of the quote sandwich:
Nell Shipman’s naturalism is not only evident in the film itself, but also in its 

advertisements. As Kay Armatage describes, “the movie was advertised with 

posters featuring a drawing of Shipman pulling a shawl across her evidently 

naked body as she stood knee-deep in water.” Shipman’s body was thus used to 

lure people into theatres, and it worked because, as Armatage notes, the “film 

grossed 300% over production cost.”  

• As you can see, the quote is fully set up, 
introduced, and explained!

• Please note that this is an article from a website 
with no page numbers; if an article does have page 
numbers, then you need to provide them at the end of 
the sentence like this (43). 



BODY PARAGRAPHS: PEEL
• EXPLAIN: after you have provided evidence and examples, 
you need to EXPLAIN how the evidence provided supports 
your POINT for this paragraph

• A good question to keep in mind is SO WHAT?!

• Black Christmas is feminist - so what?! Why is it 
important to recognize the slasher as feminist today?

• The animated films teach lessons relevant to COVID-19 
- so what?! Why is it important that Canadian animated 
films express a message relatable to audiences today?



BODY PARAGRAPHS: PEEL
• Finally, LINK to the next body paragraph by:

•Referring to your main idea (CLAIM)
•Reminding your reader what you are arguing, what 
the paragraph has achieved, and where you are 
going next

•Bridging to the next paragraph with TRANSITIONAL 
PHRASES 



CONCLUSION
• End your essay with a conclusion that:

• ECHOES but does not repeat your thesis

• REMINDS your reader of the key points you argued

• LEAVES your reader with a powerful statement!

• Your conclusion can be brief; just a few sentences 
is sufficient!



CONCLUSION
• Leave your reader with a powerful closing 
statement; this is the time be dramatic!

• Tips for writing a powerful closing statement:

• Conclude by considering the implications 
of your argument; what does your argument 
imply or suggest about feminism or 
Canadian animation today?

• Conclude with a concrete image to 
encourage an emotional response in your 
reader

• Conclude by referencing your hook or 
title to bring your paper full circle ⭕ 



WORKS CITED PAGE
• Don’t forget to put 

your MLA Style Works 
Cited page at the 
end of your essay! 

• Make sure you fix 
any errors I may 
have pointed out in 
your Assignment #2 
feedback! You will 
earn points for 
fixing these errors 
in this assignment. 



THE WLC
• All students are 
encouraged to consult 
with a Humanities 
Specialist at the WLC 
several times prior to 
submitting this 
assignment!

• Please be advised that 
the WLC is very busy this 
time of year, so book 
your appointment well in 
advance —> https://
alexander.mywconline.com/ 



• If you have questions or concerns while completing this 
assignment, you’re also welcome to visit me during Zoom 
office hours from 10:00-11:00 AM on Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Pacific Standard Time, or email me to make an appointment 
at another time (except weekends or Fridays)—> 
m.lewis@alexandercollege.ca 
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