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Research Paper Review 

Overview 

List the questions, hypotheses, and predictions: 

List three things that this paper did well: 

List three things that could be improved: 

List at least one question you still have about the topic: 

Formatting  

Does the paper follow the basic requirements of the assignment outlined in the rubric? If not, 
what is missing? 

Are there any places were the spelling/grammar is distracting or difficult to understand? If so, 
provide specific paragraphs or lines. 

Are the references formatted correctly? 

Under each of the following section are some guiding questions, however you are not limited 
to only these prompts. Provide additional comments if necessary. 

Title 

Does the title give a descriptive clear representation of the project and topic of interest? 

Abstract 

Is the abstract a brief synopsis of the main points of the paper? Does it state the important 
findings and conclusions? Can anything be removed or included? 

Introduction 

Does the introduction provide all necessary background to understand the study? Is there a 
clear narrative flow? Are all the statements appropriately cited? 



Hypothesis 

Is the hypothesis well supported by the introduction? Is it clearly phrased? 

Methods 

Are the methods easy to follow? Can they be used to replicate this study? Are all the key 
details in place? 

Results 

Are the results clearly stated in biological terms? Are the predictions tests? Are all 
interpretations withheld?  

Discussion 

Does the discussion explore the results and relate to the general aim of the paper? Does it 
discuss the predictions and what this means for their overall hypotheses? Does it make 
speculations, discuss possible errors, and suggest future research paths? 

Overall Comments 
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