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164 I New Canadian Realisms 

Embarrassed kidneys and stomach 

Embarrassed breast electricity 

Embarrassed chest X-ray 

Chest trauma 

Inability to fall asleep or stay asleep 

Aggressive control 

Personality concussion 

Stretched brain tumor 

Scraping out of proportion 

Unusual, hurtful, inappropriate, aggressive socializing 

Positive fears and traumas and 

Hypochondria 

The screen lifts. The sound of a heartbeat being tapped out on the outside ef the 
I 

box is heard. The WOMA.N'.s- head appears.A green light, like an MRI scan, moves 

across her face. 

Code Blue is medical emergency, cardiac arrest. Code Red is fire. Code 

Yellow is missing patient. Code White is aggressive patient. Code Brown is 

a chemical emergency, like biohazard. Code Orange is ... 

I don't remember what Code Orange is. 

I wonder if this machine is going to make me lose my memory. 

A red light begins flashing on WOMA.N'.s- face. 

I can't believe I turned the ambulance away. 

A bright light turns on. 

I started experiencing on-and-off headaches ... and I was in Home Depot 

and I collapsed ... I had a seizure ... I collapsed ... I rolled my eyes back and 

twitched and ... I peed myself ... I collapsed ... I completely lost control over 

my bladder. .. I collapsed. 

I don't remember the whole forty-five seconds of the event, I maybe re­

member the last five and that was my fiance's hand in my mouth trying to 

get my tongue out, which is something you don't do anymore. 
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BIOBOXES I 165 

The person twitching and seizing is trying to bite, so what happens is: they 
bite their tongue off and blurpblurpblurpblurp! They will be tongue-less. Imag­
ine the world without it, it would be terrible! So many pleasures cut out ... 

Bright light cuts out and the red flashing light comes back on. 

W hy did I turn the ambulance away? 

The lights shift back again to bright light. 

Working in neuromedicine, and surgery, I see a lot of people coming in with 
a history of headaches for weeks, and not going to the doctor. On the other 
hand you have people who just collapse and they come to the emergency. 
And that's how the system gets clogged up! Go to your GP so that you can 
get worked up properly, blood w�rk, chest X-ray, instead of coming to the 
emergency, waiting here for five hours just to be seen. 

People who shouldn't be worried are, and those who should be worried aren't. 
Not going to the doctor, not going and then going to the doctor, getting 

a CAT scan and there would be a tumor there, or a blood vessel would be 
thickening, or there is a buildup on a blood vessel so there is no blood flow 
to the head. And if they came on time, everything would have been fine! 

Bright light goes out. The green MRI light moves across her face. 

I know this is my fifth opinion! 
I just ... I want to be sure. 
That I don't-

Lights shift. Bright light comes on again. WOMAN is looking up at the ceiling, 

where we now see a collage ef black and white images ef people :family members, 

old lovers, etc., held together by thread and chewing gum . 

I come from that part of the world, where people speak the truth. 
I jump on people's chests, give them medication, use electricity to jump­

start their heart-blood splashing everywhere ... 
And they speak as they feel it. 



166 I New Canadian Realisms 

You look at the person and you think, "Okay, how does he look?" People 

tell it like it is. Does he look clean or like living on the street? Does he look 

like a drug user, does he have HIV, hepatitis? Don't get anything into your 

eyes, anybody have goggles? Need goggles, mask, face shield-

Bright light goes out. Green MRI light comes back on. 

The adrenaline is unbelievable when you are working on somebody. 

Lights shift again. Bright light comes back on. 

This twenty-seven-year-old guy had a lump on his left testicle. Way too 

embarrassed to tell anyone. Pain for months and months. It got to that 

point when he couldn't get off the bed. His father forced him to go to the 

emergency. 

The tests showed cancer that started from the little knot, the lump in his 

left testicle. 

His stomach had a fist-sized tumor by that point. Tumors on his spine. Each 

vertebrae had a tumor and he had a small nodule on his head. He came in 

weighing seventy kilos. Last time I saw him, he looked like a person from a 

concentration camp. 

He was twenty-seven at the time. I was twenty-nine. I shaved his head af­

ter his first chemo. 

I shaved his head. 

People are very box-like and very dose-minded. You really have to drill 

some serious holes in order for some air to move and some understanding 

to happen. 

Suddenly, salt begins to pour from a hole in the ceiling. WOMAN looks around, 

takes the gum that she's been chewing out of her mouth, and uses it to plug the 

hole. 

Bright light out. Green MRI light comes back on. 

Oh ... I am dying. 

W hen I had these headaches, I already had cancer. 
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"Yes, you do have a condition." 

And already chemotherapy-my head was shaved-I was already wearing

a wig and I said my last goodbyes to my fiance.

"But you will live with it for the rest of your life, because you lived with

it probably since your birth." 

I was born; I died in chemotherapy. I created everything with these headaches.

"You are not dying. And no, you won't have surgery. And no you are not

going to have a long-term disability leave.You are going back to work."

I am sure if we tried we could find a little bit of everything in everybody.

Lights out. 

The end . 




