
Located 
IIIIIIIIIIJIJIIIISIJIIJ 

in the Indianapolis Art Museum...."cause jazz is a form of art!" 



Welcome to the Wes Montgomery 

Museum located in the Ind ianapolis Art 

Museum right in the hometown of 

Montgomery himself! Come see what 

made the musician the man he is 

remembered for! 

Museum Hours 
Tuesday- 11 am to 5pm 


Wednesday - 11 am to 5 pm 

Thursday - 11 am to 9 pm 


Friday- 11 am to 9 pm 

Saturday- 11 am to 5 pm 


Sunday - noon to 5 pm 


Admission 
Adults: $7 


Children 12 and under: $5 

Purchased at the door 


4000 Michigan Road 
lndiana1>olis, Indiana 46208 

Don1 t forget to stop by the gift shop 

and check out our great souvenirs! We 

have everything from t-shirts to books 

to replica guitars so you can also have 

something to remember Wes 

Montgomery by. Be sure to pick up his 

Compilation Album as well 1 "The Best of 

Wes"~ only at our gift shop. 

What you can expect to find here: 

Room 1: Instrumental 

This room includes replicas of the 

instrument that Wes was know n for playing, such 

as his well known custom sunburst Gibson L-5 

CES. We also have replicas of the amps he was 

known for using: a Fender Pro Reverb and a 

Standel Custom XV. This was all the master 

needed to create art; no pick needed. 

Montgomery helped put the electric guitar on the 

map. 

Room 2: Cities that Wes lived in. 

When you step in this room you will fee l 

like you are on the bus with Wes himself traveling 

from Seattle to New York doing gigs. But in the 

center of the room you will enter the most 

important part of Wes's life, where his wife and 

kids reside; Indianapolis, Indiana; his hometown. 

Room 3: Those Wes Montgomery has influenced 

This room shows who Wes Montgomery 

has influenced and where his music has led us 

today. This includes memorabilia by artists such 

as: Pat Metheny, Joe Pass, Stevie Ray 

Vaughan, Eric Johnson, Joe Satriani, Jimi 

Hendrix, David Becker, Joe Diorio, Steve 

Lukather and Pat Martino. 



John Leslie "Wes" Montgomery 

(March 6, 1923-June 15, 1968) 

Genres: soul jazz, smooth jazz, crossover jazz, 

mainstream jazz, jazz fusion, hard bop, and cool 


The Montgomery family was a very musica l family 

Wes, who played the guitar had two brothers: 

Monk( string bass and electric bass) and Buddy 
(vibraphone and piano) 

Wes Montgomery Toured with Lionel Hampton so he was 
constantly traveling but always returned to Indianapolis 
to work in a factory from 7-S and play in the clubs from 8
2am to su pport his family of eight 

Wes started playing with his brothers Monk and Buddy. 

Wes differed from his brothers he couldn't read sheet 
music. He learned from listening and in his spare time 
fooling around with his guitar trying new things. 

When Wes was 19 he learned to really love and enjoy 
playing the guitar due to his idol Charlie Christian 

Wes Montgomery has been consider to be one of the few 
who has greatly influenced modern jazz 

Joe Pass said, "To me, there have been only three real 
innovators on the guitar--Wes Montgomery, Charlie 
Christian, and Django Reinhardt," 



Room 4: Albums 

This room includes the albums that Wes 

Montgomery created alongside the bands 

Riverside, Verve and A&M. The room is also 

equipped with several listening stations where 

you can enjoy each of these albums and hear 

Montgomery at work at the best at he does. 

Room 5: A blast from the past. 

You will be awed when faced with the 

history that this man has created, all focused in 

this room. The groups he has been in like: the 

Masterbeats and how influential they all have 

been. Facts and albums on exhibit, all while being 

treated to the sounds of the album The 

Montgomery Brother; (which was an album he 

made with his brothers). 

Room 6: Who's who 

In t his room you will find the names of the 

group members that Wes performed with along 

with their personal stories pictures and facts, 

including: brothers Monk and Buddy, trumpeter 

Freddie Hubbard, vibraphonist Lionel Hampton, 

Richard Crabtree, and Benny Barth. 
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