Mending Wall

by Robert Frost

About the author: Refer back to lesson 1 and read the biographical information on Robert Frost at the beginning of the poem entitled “Out, Out—”.
Mending Wall
What do we learn about ourselves from the poem “Mending Wall”? I think there are many things to be learned. First of all, we need other people. The job would have been overwhelming if he (the author) had to do it by himself. Working with other people usually makes our own burdens lighter.

Another thing we can learn is that many problems can be put in perspective by trying to make light of them or trying to find humor in the situation. The author wanted to suggest that elves had caused the stones in the wall to fall but didn’t dare to suggest it.

Of course, the main thing Robert Frost wants us to understand is that we often have our minds closed to new ideas. And, sometimes those ideas will help us understand new truths. Mending the wall was a ritual that, perhaps, wouldn’t have to be done each year if each neighbor had accepted the idea that a wall between their land really wasn’t necessary.

There is, also, the idea that many of us put up walls that not only prevent new ideas from entering into our lives, but walls that also keep new people and relationships from entering into our lives. This can be a tragedy. Relationships give meaning to our lives. How sad if we shut ourselves off from the opportunity of getting to know people who could bring joy, understanding, and perhaps, challenges into our lives.

This is a good time to ask: Who are you? And who should you be? Think about your own life. If you tend to put up walls, think seriously about whether you want to continue doing that. If you are putting up walls, please, at least, try to understand why you are doing so. By doing that, you may find you are going to a lot of work to shut people out who could really enhance your life.

The next poem you will read is entitled “Ex-Basketball Player.” This is a very sad poem. As you read it, try to figure out why I feel that way about it.

