Boy At the Window

by Richard Wilbur

Note: In this poem you will see the literary technique of “personification” being used. Personification is used when the author gives inanimate objects human characteristics.
About the author: Richard Wilbur was born in New York City in 1921. He has received many awards for his poetry. He has also published numerous translations of French plays, two books for children, and a collection of prose pieces. He is a former Poet Laureate of the United States and now lives in Cummington, Massachusetts.
Boy At the Window
Why do you think I included that poem in this lesson’s reading? I hope you realize it is because I think the boy... and the snowman... each represents certain qualities that we should have or, at least, be trying to acquire. The boy is full of compassion; he is very concerned about the snowman. He is concerned about the snowman’s survival and almost senses a call for help from the snowman. The snowman, on the other hand, is the type of person who is content with his life. He realizes change will not be good for him. At the same time, he is concerned about the boy, and he is especially concerned about the fear the boy is experiencing. Compassion is a trait that is so desirable and needed in the world. We must learn to care about other people and about their fears and concerns. There are over seven billion people walking on this earth, and too many of us feel alone. We need to reach out to others and be genuinely concerned about them. Answer these questions about the poem.

