Poetry Theme Assignment

In this course you have already learned how to determine the Central Idea of a non-fiction work. And back in lesson 1 you did a small assignment about the theme of a poem. You are going to take another look into themes in this assignment. Looking for themes in poetry is often more difficult than in other forms of literature. Poetry can often hide meaning in its use of poetic language (metaphor, simile, alliteration etc.). And lots of times a poem just expresses an idea or an experience, so you will have to infer the meaning. But the process is similar it just takes more inference.

The first part of your assignment is to choose one of the poems from this lesson:

· Mending Wall
· Boy At the Window
Print off the poem and read it over.  With poems it is often impossible to determine the theme of a poem in one read, so get familiar with the poem. Read it over a few times, both silently and out-loud. After you've gotten to know the poem ask yourself these questions.

· Does the title of the poem mean anything?

· Who is speaking? Is it a character or the author?

· Is the poem trying to get the reader to do something?

· Is the poem trying to get the reader to feel something?

After determining the answer to these questions you should have the information to compose a theme. For the purpose of this assignment a theme is a one sentence statement that sums up the main idea of the poem.  Here is the writing portion of your assignment:

· First open a word document and put your name at the top.

· Write 2 different themes for the poem.

· Spend 3-4 paragraphs showing how your themes are developed over the course of the poem

· If the poem has a title discuss how it effects your theme

· use specific quotes from the poem

· analyze any poetic language, and its effect on your theme

· remember that a poem isn't always about meaning, it could just be an experience, or an idea

Your paper needs to be at least 400 words long and will be graded on the following criteria:

· contains 2 different themes

· contains an in depth analysis of the poem in reference to the theme

· is at least 400 words long

When your assignment is complete save it as poetrytheme_yourname i.g. poetrytheme_thomasjefferson.

