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The Central District of Seattle has a lengthy history that is connected with the lives of its 

residents, particularly the African community. For decades, discriminatory housing rules such as 

redlining have had a significant influence on the lives of Black residents in the area. This is the 

narrative of the Smith family, who have lived in the Central District for several generations and 

have direct experience of how these regulations have affected them.

The Smiths lived on Jackson Street, a historically significant street in the Central District. In the 

early twentieth century, Jackson Street was known as the "Harlem of the West," a vibrant and 

thriving community of African commerce, culture, and art. Exclusionary housing policies, such 

as redlining, which labeled some areas as high-risk and unsuitable for loans, made it impossible 

for Black individuals to get property ownership and wealth-building possibilities. As a result, the 

neighborhood suffered as businesses closed and homes fell into ruin.

Great-grandparents of the Smiths were among the first African-Americans to own land on 

Jackson Street. They had been saving for years before securing a bank loan to purchase their 

home. They raised their children and grandchildren in the Central District and now live there.



Yet, the consequences of redlining and other discriminatory measures became more apparent 

over time. The Smiths' home, which had once been a sign of their hard work and success, had 

now become a burden. As businesses closed and violence increased, the region around them 

deteriorated. Several of their neighbors were also struggling, and the community was becoming 

increasingly isolated.

The Smiths directly witnessed the impact of these rules on their daily life. They were turned 

down for loans and other financial opportunities, making it impossible for them to stay in their 

home and save for the future. They watched as their children and grandchildren struggled to find 

opportunities in the neighborhood, with many departing in search of work and a better life 

abroad.

Despite various challenges, the Smiths remained committed to their community. They were 

active in community organizations and volunteered to help other families in need. They 

identified the Central District as a unique location with a rich history and a strong sense of 

community. They were inspired to work toward a better future for themselves and their 

neighbors.

The Central District is a very different place than it used to be. Although the community has 

lately been restored, the impacts of redlining and other discriminatory laws are still visible. The 

Smiths' home is now a symbol of hope and strength, a reminder of the Black community's 

endurance in the face of tragedy.
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Nonetheless, difficulties persist. Urban renewal and rising housing costs threaten to displace 

long-term homeowners, and the consequences of decades of disinvestment and neglect can still 

be seen in some parts of the neighborhood. The Smiths and their neighbors are working hard to 

keep the Central District a place where all residents can live and succeed.

The Smiths' struggle to keep their home on Jackson Street in good condition was not easy. The 

Smiths found themselves confronting financial and social pressures that threatened to upend their 

life as the impacts of redlining and other discriminatory housing practices took hold in the 

Central District.

To survive, the Smiths frequently worked long hours, taking on additional jobs and side gigs to 

compensate for a shortage of economic prospects in their town.

The Smiths endured social isolation and discrimination in addition to financial challenges. They 

were frequently shut out of social and professional networks that may have offered them support 

and opportunities. The family, though, remained resilient and tenacious, relying on each other 

and their community to handle the difficulties they faced.

Mr. John, Mr. Smith's son, was returning home from work one evening when he was abruptly 

attacked by two white guys. They badly beaten him and yelled racist language at him before 

departing the scene. Mr. John was covered in bruises and wounds over his body, and he fought to 

accept the senseless violence that had been inflicted on him.

The attack made the entire Smith family feel frightened and concerned for their safety. They 

were aware that such instances were not unusual in the Central District, and they were concerned 

that they, too, could become the victim of racial violence.
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Mr. Smith's ongoing source of concern and anxiety was the risk of losing his house. His home 

was more than just a place to sleep; it was the hub of his family's life, where they met to enjoy 

meals, celebrate milestones, and simply be together. Losing his home meant losing everything 

precious to him.

As he saw the effects of redlining and discriminatory housing policies on his community, Mr. 

Smith feared that his own home would be taken away from him. He knew that he had to work 

hard to keep up with his mortgage payments and to maintain his property, but he also knew that 

there were powerful forces working against him.

Mr. Smith was concerned that his own home would be taken away as he observed the negative 

impacts of redlining and discriminatory housing practices on his neighborhood. He understood 

that he would need to work hard to make his mortgage payments and maintain his property, but 

he was also aware of the strong forces at play.

Unfortunately, her efforts were met with opposition from both the government and local law 

enforcement. During one particularly intense protest, police officers descended upon the crowd, 

using force to disperse the peaceful demonstrators.

Ms. Smith was hurt severely by the police brutality after being caught up in the chaos. She had to 

go through a longer and difficult treatment after being left battered and wounded, unable to walk 

for weeks.

Ms. Smith stayed dedicated to the cause despite the physical and mental impact this experience 

had on her. She was aware that the struggle for housing justice was far from done, but she wasn't 

going to stop fighting for what was right because of a few dishonest government officials and 

vicious criminals.
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In a world that was frequently violent and cruel, the Smith family's home served as a refuge, a 

place of protection and comfort. They understood that in order to defend themselves and their 

community from injustice and discrimination, they would have to strive to retain it.

Despite the many obstacles they encountered, the Smith family never lost sight of their goal: to 

create a better future for themselves and their community. They believed in the power of 

collective action and worked tirelessly to advocate for policies and practices that would promote 

equity and opportunity for all residents of the Central District.

The Smith family never shifted from their objective of building a brighter future for themselves 

and their community in the face of the many challenges they faced. They firmly believed in the 

strength of group action and devoted themselves to advocating laws and procedures that would 

increase equity and opportunities for all Central District citizens.

Finally, the Smith family's narrative demonstrates the terrible impact of redlining and other 

discriminatory housing regulations on Black residents of Seattle's Central District neighborhood. 

Their experiences highlight the necessity of combating injustice and discrimination, as well as 

the Black community's tenacity in the face of adversity. As we seek to create a more just and 

equal society, we must remember history's lessons and aspire to create a better future for all.

The fight for housing justice and equity is far from over, but the Smith family's experience shows 

that change is achievable when we work together toward a common goal. By developing strong 

communities and working for policies that promote fairness and opportunity for everyone, we 

can create a brighter future for ourselves and for generations to come.

As we continue to work towards a more just and equitable society, let us remember the lessons of 

history and draw strength from the example set by the Smith family and other activists who have 
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fought for social justice and equality. Together, we can build a better world for all, one where 

everyone has the opportunity to thrive and succeed.
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