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                1   SAINT M ARY’S UNIVERSITY  GEOG 2 356  DEP T. OF GEOGRAPHY AND ENV . STUDIES  INQUIRY AND EXPLANATION IN GEOGRAPHY  PERSUASIVE REPORT ASSIGNMENT  Due Date: Apr. 3  Value: 20 % of the overall course grade Assignment Objective  The objective of this assignment is to be an advocate and to create a report , in the style of a policy paper ,  that is intended to persuade a reader that a selected river currently not included in the Canadian Heritage  Rivers System deserves such recognitio n.   Rivers Available for Selection  These eight Canadian rivers , currently not included in the Canadian Heritage Rivers System , are available for  selection :  Shubenacadie River, Nova Scotia  Miramichi River, New Brunswick  Bow River, Alberta  Peace River, Alberta / British Columbia  Richelieu River, Québec  Saint -Maurice River, Québec  Columbia River, British Columbia  Mackenzie River, Northwest Territories  No sign -up or notification of which river you have selected is required.   The Canadian Heritage River System (CHRS)  Website: chrs.ca/en  The Canadian Heritage Rivers System is “Canada’s n ational river conservation program” (CHRS, 2020 , n.p. ).   The goal of the CHRS is described in this way:  From coast to coast to coast, Canadian Heritage Rivers offer visitors a chance to experience great waterways, learn about their rich history, and share in their stewardship. The Canadian  Heritage Rivers System helps recognize and conserve these outstanding rivers that are an enduring part of our national heritage and identity.  Canadian Heritage Rivers System (2020 , n.p. ) Currently 4 1 Canadian rive rs have been recognized with heritage river status. There is a nomination and  designation process that must be followed for a river to be added to the list.   Reproduced from: Grand River Conservation Authority . (2020) . Heritage River designation .  https://www.grandriver.ca/en/our -watershed/Heritage -River -Designation.aspx 2   Learning About the CHRS  Before proceeding to the assignment description below , you need to read more about the Canadian  Heritage River System on the CHRS website to understand why and how certain rivers have been recognized  as Canadian heritage rivers. See the three pages in the dropdown list under the heading ‘The Rivers’  (namely ‘What Are Heritage Rivers?’, ‘Heritage River Story Maps’, and ‘Designation Process’ ). More  information about how to execute this learning process will be provided in class.   Assignment Description  At present none of the eight rivers available for selection is in the list of 4 1 Canadian heritage rivers -  but any of them could be nominated for inclusion. Therefore, the task s for this assignment are :  1. From above, apply the knowledge you acquired about the Canadian Heritage Rivers System from the CHRS website, about how new rivers are nominated and designated, and what characteristics would be expected to make a n undesignated river worthy of CHRS designation.  2. To create a persuasive report in the style of a policy paper that advocates for your selected  river to be designated as a Canadian heritage river.   Information Sources  In order to present a persuasive argument, y ou will need to conduct research to gather relevant sources that  will help you to write a persuasive report about the characteristics of the selected river in alignment with  how rivers are nom inated for inclusion in the Canadian Heritage Rivers System .  A broad range of sources may be consulted. In comparison to what was expected for the Literature Review  assignments, a higher proportion of lower -quality sources may be used – but higher -quality sources are still  expected to be included.   Characteristics of the Persuasive Report  The exercise submission needs to have characteristics of a policy paper :  • It needs to contain sufficient information to present a persuasive argument to the reader .  • It needs to attract and hold the reader’s attention.  • It needs to be well presented in order to be taken seriously.  The re is no minimum or maximum length requirement - the report can be as long as you feel it needs to b e  to fulfill these objectives , keeping in mind that the assignment is worth 15% in a 2000 -level course.  Formatting  You are not required to format your report according to the assignment formatting guidelines in the Style  Guide (except for citations and references – see below ).  Instead, y ou are free to use your creativity to format, lay out materials on the page, and present your  persuasive report in any way that you see fit for the purpose.  This does not mean that presentation quality does not matter; it means that formal and traditional academic  style may not be the best way to present your persuasive report . 3   A separate title page is not mandatory; however, somewhere in your report you must include the following:  • Information that clearly i dentif ies you as its author.  • The date on which you submit the assignment .  • An indication for the reader of the context in/for which the report was prepar ed.  Citations and References  Information from sources must be cited using proper author -date in -text citation formatting. A properly - formatted corresponding list of references must be provided.  The Style Guide shows how to cite sources that do not clearly identify a person as the author (see 5.2.4), and  how to format references for websites and web pages (see 5.3.8).  See Section 2.8 in the Style Guide about formatting and citing illustrative material. For illustrative material  reproduced or adapted from a source, the Style Guide shows how to acknowledge the source (see pages 6  and 8, and pages 2 and 4 in the sample paper, for examples). Note that when done correctly, the source acknowledgement for reproduced or adapted illustrative materi al includes the full bibliographic information  directly .   Evaluation  A letter grade marking scheme will be used (e.g., B, B+, A -) to evaluate the assignment based on c riteria that  are described throughout this handout.   Submission Procedure  The assignment is to be submitted via Brightspace in PDF format. Use the Assessments / Assignments  function to upload your file. The deadline is 11:30 p.m. on the date noted above .  Before preparing to submit your assignment, name your file as follows , except replace Surname with your  own surname :  GEOG 23 56 Persuasive Report Surname .pdf  Include spaces where spaces are shown, use uppercase and lowercase letters as shown, avoid using other  characters such as underscore (_) and hyphen ( -) [except if there i s a space or hyphen in your surname ], and do  not use abbreviations.  For example, if your surname is Jones, your file must be named:  GEOG 2356 Persuasive Report Jones .pdf  Incorrectly named files or files not submitted in the correct format will not be grade d. Following this file - naming protocol carefully requires attention but is not a significant burden.  In Microsoft Word, converting a Word document (.docx extension) to PDF format is simple: select File / Save As, and in the Save as type dropdown list, se lect PDF (*.pdf). If necessary, the file name can be edited after  the PDF file is created.  If you choose to use your free pass for this assignment (providing a three -day extension without penalty),  upload the completed Free Pass form when you upload your assignment to Brightspace . The Free Pass form  is a Word document found in the Content / Supplementary Documents folder on Brightspace.            
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                Fast and convenient

                Simply post your question and get it answered by professional tutor within 30 minutes. It's as simple as that!
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                Any topic, any difficulty

                We've got thousands of tutors in different areas of study who are willing to help you with any kind of academic assignment, be it a math homework or an article. 
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                Join 3,4 million+ members who are already getting homework help from StudyDaddy!
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