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                1  John Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (1689)  
 Book II, Chapter XXVII, “Of Identity and Diversity”  
 1. Wherein Identity consists.  
 ANOTHER occasion the mind often takes of comparing, is the very being of things, when, 
 considering ANYTHING AS EXISTING AT ANY DETERMINED TIME AND PLACE, we 
 compare it with ITSELF EXISTING AT ANOTHER TIME, and thereon form the ideas of 
 IDENTITY and DIVERSITY. When we see anything to be in any place in any instant of time, we 
 are sure (be it what it will ) that it is that very thing, and not another which at that same time exists 
 in another place, how like and undistinguishable soever it may be in all other respects: and in this 
 consists IDENTITY, when the ideas it is attributed to vary not at all from wha t they were that 
 moment wherein we consider their former existence, and to which we compare the present. For 
 we never finding, nor conceiving it possible, that two things of the same kind should exist in the 
 same place at the same time, we rightly conclude , that, whatever exists anywhere at any time, 
 excludes all of the same kind, and is there itself alone. When therefore we demand whether 
 anything be the SAME or no, it refers always to something that existed such a time in such a place, 
 which it was certai n, at that instant, was the same with itself, and no other. From whence it follows, 
 that one thing cannot have two beginnings of existence, nor two things one beginning; it being 
 impossible for two things of the same kind to be or exist in the same instant , in the very same 
 place; or one and the same thing in different places. That, therefore, that had one beginning, is the 
 same thing; and that which had a different beginning in time and place from that, is not the same, 
 but diverse. That which has made the difficulty about this relation has been the little care and 
 attention used in having precise notions of the things to which it is attributed.  
 4. Principium Individuationis.  
 From what has been said, it is easy to discover what is so much inquired after, th e PRINCIPIUM 
 INDIVIDUATIONIS; and that, it is plain, is existence itself; which determines a being of any sort 
 to a particular time and place, incommunicable to two beings of the same kind. This, though it 
 seems easier to conceive in simple substances or m odes; yet, when reflected on, is not more 
 difficult in compound ones, if care be taken to what it is applied: v.g. let us suppose an atom, i.e. 
 a continued body under one immutable superficies, existing in a determined time and place; it is 
 evident, that, considered in any instant of its existence, it is in that instant the same with itself. For, 
 being at that instant what it is, and nothing else, it is the same, and so must continue as long as its 
 existence is continued; for so long it will be the same, an d no other. In like manner, if two or more 
 atoms be joined together into the same mass, every one of those atoms will be the same, by the 
 foregoing rule: and whilst they exist united together, the mass, consisting of the same atoms, must 
 be the same mass, or the same body, let the parts be ever so differently jumbled. But if one of these 
 atoms be taken away, or one new one added, it is no longer the same mass or the same body. In 
 the state of living creatures, their identity depends not on a mass of the sam e particles, but on 
 something else. For in them the variation of great parcels of matter alters not the identity: an oak 
 growing from a plant to a great tree, and then lopped, is still the same oak; and a colt grown up to 
 a horse, sometimes fat, sometimes lean, is all the while the same horse: though, in both these cases, 
 there may be a manifest change of the parts; so that truly they are not either of them the same 
 masses of matter, though they be truly one of them the same oak, and the other the same hors e. 2 
 The reason whereof is, that, in these two cases — a MASS OF MATTER and a LIVING BODY — 
 identity is not applied to the same thing.  
 10. Same man.  
 For I presume it is not the idea of a thinking or rational being alone that makes the IDEA OF A 
 MAN in most peopl e’s sense: but of a body, so and so shaped, joined to it; and if that be the idea 
 of a man, the same successive body not shifted all at once, must, as well as the same immaterial 
 spirit, go to the making of the same man.  
 11. Personal Identity.  
 This being p remised, to find wherein personal identity consists, we must consider what 
 PERSON stands for; — which, I think, is a thinking intelligent being, that has reason and reflection, 
 and can consider itself as itself, the same thinking thing, in different times an d places; which it 
 does only by that consciousness which is inseparable from thinking, and, as it seems to me, 
 essential to it: it being impossible for any one to perceive without PERCEIVING that he does 
 perceive. When we see, hear, smell, taste, feel, med itate, or will anything, we know that we do so. 
 Thus it is always as to our present sensations and perceptions: and by this every one is to himself 
 that which he calls SELF: — it not being considered, in this case, whether the same self be continued 
 in the s ame or divers substances. For, since consciousness always accompanies thinking, and it is 
 that which makes every one to be what he calls self, and thereby distinguishes himself from all 
 other thinking things, in this alone consists personal identity, i.e. the sameness of a rational being: 
 and as far as this consciousness can be extended backwards to any past action or thought, so far 
 reaches the identity of that person; it is the same self now it was then; and it is by the same self 
 with this present one th at now reflects on it, that that action was done.  
 12. Consciousness makes personal Identity.  
 But it is further inquired, whether it be the same identical substance. This few would think they 
 had reason to doubt of, if these perceptions, with their consciou sness, always remained present in 
 the mind, whereby the same thinking thing would be always consciously present, and, as would 
 be thought, evidently the same to itself. But that which seems to make the difficulty is this, that 
 this consciousness being inte rrupted always by forgetfulness, there being no moment of our lives 
 wherein we have the whole train of all our past actions before our eyes in one view, but even the 
 best memories losing the sight of one part whilst they are viewing another; and we sometim es, and 
 that the greatest part of our lives, not reflecting on our past selves, being intent on our present 
 thoughts, and in sound sleep having no thoughts at all, or at least none with that consciousness 
 which remarks our waking thoughts, — I say, in all th ese cases, our consciousness being 
 interrupted, and we losing the sight of our past selves, doubts are raised whether we are the same 
 thinking thing, i.e. the same SUBSTANCE or no. Which, however reasonable or unreasonable, 
 concerns not PERSONAL identity a t all. The question being what makes the same person; and not 
 whether it be the same identical substance, which always thinks in the same person, which, in this 
 case, matters not at all: different substances, by the same consciousness (where they do partak e in 
 it) being united into one person, as well as different bodies by the same life are united into one 
 animal, whose identity is preserved in that change of substances by the unity of one continued life. 
 For, it being the same consciousness that makes a m an be himself to himself, personal identity 
 depends on that only, whether it be annexed solely to one individual substance, or can be continued 
 in a succession of several substances. For as far as any intelligent being CAN repeat the idea of 3 
 any past actio n with the same consciousness it had of it at first, and with the same consciousness 
 it has of any present action; so far it is the same personal self. For it is by the consciousness it has 
 of its present thoughts and actions, that it is SELF TO ITSELF now , and so will be the same self, 
 as far as the same consciousness can extend to actions past or to come; and would be by distance 
 of time, or change of substance, no more two persons, than a man be two men by wearing other 
 clothes to -day than he did yesterd ay, with a long or a short sleep between: the same consciousness 
 uniting those distant actions into the same person, whatever substances contributed to their 
 production.  
 13. Personal Identity in Change of Substance.  
 That this is so, we have some kind of ev idence in our very bodies, all whose particles, whilst 
 vitally united to this same thinking conscious self, so that WE FEEL when they are touched, and 
 are affected by, and conscious of good or harm that happens to them, are a part of ourselves; i.e. 
 of our thinking conscious self. Thus, the limbs of his body are to every one a part of himself; he 
 sympathizes and is concerned for them. Cut off a hand, and thereby separate it from that 
 consciousness he had of its heat, cold, and other affections, and it is th en no longer a part of that 
 which is himself, any more than the remotest part of matter. Thus, we see the SUBSTANCE 
 whereof personal self consisted at one time may be varied at another, without the change of 
 personal identity; there being no question about the same person, though the limbs which but now 
 were a part of it, be cut off.  
 17. The body, as well as the soul, goes to the making of a Man.  
 And thus may we be able, without any difficulty, to conceive the same person at the resurrection, 
 though in a bo dy not exactly in make or parts the same which he had here, — the same 
 consciousness going along with the soul that inhabits it. But yet the soul alone, in the change of 
 bodies, would scarce to any one but to him that makes the soul the man, be enough to mak e the 
 same man. For should the soul of a prince, carrying with it the consciousness of the prince’s past 
 life, enter and inform the body of a cobbler, as soon as deserted by his own soul, every one sees 
 he would be the same PERSON with the prince, accounta ble only for the prince’s actions: but who 
 would say it was the same MAN? The body too goes to the making the man, and would, I guess, 
 to everybody determine the man in this case, wherein the soul, with all its princely thoughts about 
 it, would not make an other man: but he would be the same cobbler to every one besides himself. I 
 know that, in the ordinary way of speaking, the same person, and the same man, stand for one and 
 the same thing. And indeed every one will always have a liberty to speak as he plea ses, and to 
 apply what articulate sounds to what ideas he thinks fit, and change them as often as he pleases. 
 But yet, when we will inquire what makes the same SPIRIT, MAN, or PERSON, we must fix the 
 ideas of spirit, man, or person in our minds; and having resolved with ourselves what we mean by 
 them, it will not be hard to determine, in either of them, or the like, when it is the same, and when 
 not.  
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