Professor Jane O. Newman 
CL 10 (Fall, 2016)): Renaissance Europe Goes to the Movies 
Viewing Questions for The Radicals (1989) and the reading selections by Peter Blickle, “Popular Reformation,” and James Stayer, “The Radical Reformation” 
Please answer the following questions that are specific to the film based on the information and situations presented in the film. The film’s version of accounts does not necessarily mirror historical fact, so be careful to pay attention to how situations and individuals are characterized in the film (not based on other sources you may have consulted).

NB: The QUIZ will be based on a random selection of these viewing questions, and will consist of 8 questions (5 points each).
1). What year is the movie The Radicals (1989) set? In what areas of Europe is the movie set? What is the historical situation? Who is the Holy Roman Empire at war with and afraid might gain control of Europe if they are not stopped at Vienna? 

2). In the film, why was infant baptism a point of such intense debate? Why did the radical preachers oppose it? Why did Lord Hoffman want more baptisms? 

3). How did the term Anabaptist originate? What did it mean? Why were they also called radicals?

 4). Who was Ulrich Zwingli? In the film, what was his relationship to the Anabaptists? What did the Anabaptists think of Zwingli and Luther?

5). How are the nobility and Catholic clergy portrayed in the film? What are they focused on?

6). What dramatic decision does Michael Sattler make regarding the Catholic Church and his position? What leads him to make this choice? What does he ask Margaretha before he leaves? 

7). Why were Anabaptists persecuted? What did they refuse to do? What was their reasoning for these refusals?

8). From whose perspective is the film told? Who acts as the narrator in the beginning and end of the film? How is his narration included? What is his connection to the Anabaptists? Does this change over the course of the film?

9). In the scenes where people are burned is there anything reminiscent of the burning of witches we saw and discussed earlier in the quarter? 

10). Compared to the film Martin Luther (1953) (dir. Irving Pichel) which focuses on a few important and educated men like Martin Luther and Philip Melanchthon, who is involved in the Protestant Reformation in The Radicals? Are women and children included in discussions about the church or doctrine? Are women and children included in the persecution?

11). In contrast to other films we have watched, where does much of the film take place, inside or outside? What might this suggest about the film, setting, or history being told?

11). According to Peter Blickle, what were the demands made by peasants regarding religion in the 1520s? How were these ideas expressed in the Peasant’s War? What were some of the results of the Peasant’s War?

12). What was the situation that Blickle describes in Memmingen? How did the Protestant Reformation work in an urban setting?

13). How does James Stayer account for the separation between Luther and others interested in radical reforms? How were the Swiss Anabaptists different from the Lutheran inspired Spiritualists? Why was Moravia significant to the development of Anabaptism?  

