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A biography is a written account of a person's life. It is a narrative, written by someone
other than the subject of the book, which includes details about upbringing, schools
attended, family and home life, career accomplishments, struggles, and other
achievements and failures. It often includes intimate details about the person's life and
is usually in the nonfiction genre. Biographies are written about people who are both
living and deceased. Some biographies are written by authors based on personal
relationships they have had with the subject, while others are based entirely on
research, diaries and journals, notes, and other resources. Some biographies are a
mix of both.

644

119214337

Research Starters

Biography

This content may contain URLs/links that would redirect you to a non-EBSCO site. EBSCO
does not endorse the accuracy or accessibility of these sites, nor of the content therein.

A biography is a written account of a person's life. It is a narrative, written by someone other than the

EBSCO Mobile
EBSCO
FREE - On the App Store

Listen

View



© EBSCO

subject of the book, which includes details about upbringing, schools attended, family and home life,
career accomplishments, struggles, and other achievements and failures. It often includes intimate
details about the person's life and is usually in the nonfiction genre. Biographies are written about
people who are both living and deceased. Some biographies are written by authors based on
personal relationships they have had with the subject, while others are based entirely on research,
diaries and journals, notes, and other resources. Some biographies are a mix of both.

Overview

One of the earliest biographers was Plutarch, a Greek author.
He lived around 45 to 125 C.E. His most famous book was
Parallel Lives, in which he wrote a biography about the lives of
Roman and Greek soldiers, orators, and others. In the Middle
Ages, most biographies were written about kings and knights.
At the beginning of the twentieth century, biographies started to
tell the stories of the lives of famous people. In the 1960s and
1970s, biographies continued to be written about famous
people, but some biographies about more ordinary people
emerged as well.

The biography, like other forms of literature, has many different styles. Four of the most common
types of biographies are informative, critical, standard, and interpretive. An informative biography
mainly provides details about the events in a person's life in a chronological order. Informative
biographies do not give any interpretation of the subject's life; they just seek to tell the subject's life
story. Critical biographies offer analysis on the subject's life. They are carefully researched and
provide multiple sources, appendixes, and personal viewpoints. The standard biography is a mix
between the critical and informative styles, and offers a list of documented events but also provides
some interpretation. An interpretive biography is based on some facts, many opinions, and much
analysis of the subject's life. With the rise of technology in the late twentieth century, multimedia
biographies became popular. These biographies can be watched digitally and may include pictures,
artwork, quotes, and even music.

Biographies can be both authorized and unauthorized. Authorized biographies are written with the
consent, cooperation, and often the participation of the person who is the subject of the book. Often
the person's family members may be involved with the author of the biography if the subject is
deceased. Unauthorized biographies are written without the consent of the person who is the subject
of the book. On occasion, some of these types of biographies can be controversial in nature.



Many biographies provide detailed accounts of different periods in history; however, some historians
still debate the value, authenticity, and role biographies should play when evaluating history. Despite
this, the biography remains one of the oldest and most popular types of literary genre.
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