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ANALYSIS OF RACE, ETHNICITY AND LATINOS IN FILMS

Write an analytical review of a film based on concepts and theories discussed in class and found in the
readings for this course.

e You may access films through uml.kanopy.edu or any streaming service you have access to
e Suggested films if you’re not sure where to start:

o El Canto del Colibri o Selena (1997) o The Mask of Zorro (1998)
(2015) o Spare Parts (2015) o Cesar Chavez (2014)

o Latinos Beyond the Reel o Instant Family (2018) o Southwest of Salem (2016)
(2012) o Coco (2017) o Real Women Have Curves

o Precious Knowledge o Encanto (2021) (2002)
(2011) o Into the Spider-Verse

o In The Heights (2021) (2018)

This assignment should be between 3 typed, double-spaced pages. 12-pt font, 1-inch margins all around. In
your paper, make sure you include the following:

i. introduction: overview of the films (no longer than one page)

In this section, provide a summary or overview of your selected film. If your film is a fictional story, provide a
brief plot summary. If your selected film is a documentary, provide an overview of the topics discussed by the
documentarian. Your overview should be able to provide an adequate presentation of the film’s focus to
someone who has not seen it. The purpose of this first section of your paper is two-fold: First, it allows you to
demonstrate that you have carefully viewed the film and can present it’s basic premise. Second, this section
serves as the introduction to your paper and upcoming arguments. Therefore, you should stress in your
overview the elements of the film that will be most relevant to your discussion in the following section of your

paper.

ii. analysis: connections to the course

This portion of your paper requires you to apply material from the course to your chosen film where Latinos are
central. There are four areas of focus to the analysis:

a. Race as a social construction

Does the film present race (and issues of race) as a social construction? If so, in what ways? Explain. Discuss
why you think the film does or does not present race as a social construction.

b. Intersections of race and/or ethnicity with other social locations

In the film you selected, in what ways does race/ethnicity intersect with other social locations such as gender,
social class, and sexual orientation? Describe and discuss.

c. Race embedded in social institutions

In the film you selected, is race embedded in social institutions featured in the film (e.g., the family, education,
the economy, etc.)? Describe and discuss.

d. Race and social change

What does the film have to do with Latinos and social change? Do you feel the film is pushing for social
change or reinforcing the status quo? Describe and discuss.

You must reference at least 1 lecture and 3 readings/videos from the course in your paper. It should be
abundantly clear that vou understand the materials and can applv lessons from them to your analysis of
the film.
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