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Write a rough draft on the topic with
◦ An introduction
⁃ Introductory sentences (give background information, ask a question, etc.)
⁃ Brief summaries of the sources that you are using (optional)
⁃ A thesis that states your argument or side (answer the topic question)
◦ 3 Supporting paragraphs - Each one should have the following parts:
⁃ A topic sentence that states one reason to defend your thesis
⁃ Details (general explanations) from society and from your experiences
⁃ A mix of quotes and paraphrases from BOTH readings to support your details 

with an in-text citation after each and every quote or paraphrase like (Raviv 
309).

⁃ Details that relate the quote or paraphrase to your point (Bring it back to the 
big idea

⁃ A closing sentence
◦ A conclusion
⁃ Sum up your main points, restate your argument, or propose a solution
◦ A Works Cited Page (Worth 10 points).
⁃ On a new page after your conclusion
⁃ Alphabetize your sources by last name (or title if no name is provided)
⁃ Write Works Cited on the top of the paper and provide a full reference to the 

readings that you used in MLA format - use pages 39-65 of your Course 
Guide to do this.

PLEASE CHOOSE ONLY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TOPICS!
1. Why has immigration historically caused fear and anxiety among American citizens? 
Use Suarez-Orozco and Suarez-Orozco's "How Immigrants Become Other" and one 
other source that you find on your own to explore the trend of xenophobia (fear of 
foreigners) in America.
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1. What should America's policies be regarding immigration? Use Suarez-
Orozco and Suarez-Orozco's "How Immigrants Become Other" and one other 
source that you find on your own to describe the regulations that America 
should adopt regarding immigrants seeking citizenship.

2. What are the challenges facing immigrants in the United States? Use Suarez-
Orozco and Suarez-Orozco's "How Immigrants Become Other" and one other 
source that you find on your own to describe the challenges that this 
population experiences in America.

3. What should America's policies be regarding unauthorized immigrants whose 
children are born in the United States? Use Suarez-Orozco and Suarez-
Orozco's "How Immigrants Become Other" and one other source that you find 
on your own to describe the regulations that America should adopt regarding 
these families.

4. Do you believe that open borders would be mostly beneficial or mostly 
harmful in the United States? Use Raviv's "If People Could Immigrate 



Anywhere and one other source that you find on your own to argue for or 
against the idea of open borders.

5. Do you believe that open borders would help to eliminate world poverty? Why 
or why not?  
Use Raviv's "If People Could Immigrate Anywhere" and one other source that 
you find on your own to explain whether open borders would solve this 
problem.

6. What are the causes of homophobia in the black community? Use Jacob 
Hood's "Black Folks, Let's Talk About Homophobia" and one other source that 
you find on your own to describe the causes of this problem.

7. What are the best solutions to promote acceptance of LBGTQ individuals in 
the black community? Use Jacob Hood's "Black Folks, Let's Talk About 
Homophobia" and one other source that you find on your own to describe the 
best ways to solve this problem.

8. Do you believe that schools should permit transgender students to utilize 
school areas and programs that coincide with their gender identity? Why or 
why not? Use Emma's 
"Transgender Students Asked Betsy De Vos for Help" and one other source 
that you find on your own to describe the policies that schools should adopt 
regarding transgender students.

9. Do you believe that all transgender athletes should be permitted to compete 
on teams that coincide with their gender identity? Why or why not? Use 
Barnes' "Lia Thomas Controversy Surrounds NCAA Swimming 
Championships" and one other source that you find on your own to describe 
the policies that athletic organizations should adopt regarding transgender 
athletes.

10. Do you believe that transgender females should be permitted to compete on 
women's athletic teams? Why or why not? Use Barnes' "Lia Thomas 
Controversy Surrounds NCAA Swimming Championships" and one other 
source that you find on your own to describe the policies that athletic 
organizations should adopt regarding transgender females.

11. What are the challenges facing the LGBTQ community? Use Savage and 
Vaid's "It Gets Better" and one other source that you find on your own to 
describe the challenges facing this population.

12. What are the best ways to prevent bullying of LGBTQ youth in schools? Use 
Savage and Vaid's "It Gets Better" and one other source that you find on your 
own to describe the best ways to solve this problem.

13. Has equal treatment of LGBTQ people improved in recent years? Use 
Savage and Vaid's 
"It Gets Better" and one other source that you find on your own to discuss 
recent progress in LGBTQ rights.

14. What are the best ways to solve the problem of discrimination against 
LGBTQ 
individuals? Use Savage and Vaid's "It Gets Better" and one other source 
that you find on your own to describe the best ways to solve this problem and 
promote equal treatment of LGBTQ people. 
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