· She was the statewide director for special education and she created to do that, Kristen,
0:31
· one at four and a half years and now works for the SAC County Office of Education.
0:38
· So she'll kind of explain her role.
0:43
· But you're very, very fortunate to have somebody with that expertize who is also a parent of a child with exceptional needs.
0:45
· I'm her daughter, Shelby. Okay. Next, we have Stacey excuse my hat.
0:52
· And Stacey, as was Alisyn.
0:57
· Also, sex state graduates.
1:01
· Stacey, Stacey, not completely dead yet, but Stacey was also it was in my 100th class and said to me, you know,
1:04
· if you ever need a panelist, she represents another mother who has a son that has some behavioral mood disorder issues.
1:14
· And I've talked to you before of how important it is for you to understand this population and for
1:26
· parents to for a parent to have the opportunity to speak to you from her heart and her expertize,
1:32
· because she's also getting her specialist credential is really a a joy.
1:39
· And it's quite fortunate for all of you. So thank you, Stacey.
1:45
· She goes to also a teacher. Are you teaching or are you. She's an instructional assistant.
1:49
· I've got at least I know I've got some distance. How many days do I have in here?
1:53
· Yeah. So this is. Oh, they're on their way as well.
1:57
· I also and her son is counter and I have Allison Bliss and it is that.
2:02
· It's a great name. She used to be Allison Wade.
2:08
· I heard that long. She was I said, oh, I think it's been about 8 to 10 years.
2:12
· She said, 13, because she's just she does not age.
2:16
· So I want to know what she what water she drinks.
2:19
· Allison was in my class. She never told me that she had a brother that was on the spectrum until after the class.
2:23
· She just happened to mention it and said, you know, if you want a sibling ever.
2:30
· And so I've asked her every year and she has she has come when she has had a baby and told her two babies and told her husband,
2:33
· picking up, she's never turned this opportunity down.
2:43
· It's really kind of that payback, pay it forward. She is a middle school teacher in Elk Grove and social science,
2:47
· which I think is really important for you to hear from general education teacher also who has a brother.
2:54
· Her journey is a very interesting one as well.
3:00
· And then I have a grandparent. I know it's hard to believe that this beautiful lady at the end is a grandparent.
3:04
· A grandparent of now. Six, eight, eight.
3:10
· I think that's it. Okay. I can never be sure.
3:17
· I know. I know. Linda Dismukes was an administrator, was a principal in the San Juan school district.
3:21
· Very, very well regarded in the San Juan school district.
3:29
· And she will share the story of her granddaughter.
3:34
· Savannah was your first your first granddaughter. Our first grandchild.
3:38
· And Linda will share a little bit about her journey in having a daughter that a granddaughter that has some complex needs based on.
3:43
· I'm looking for the right words you can use.
3:52
· Malpractise. Malpractise. And so she has been very, very involved in the life of her granddaughter.
3:58
· But if I may, I would say that it really changed the way that Linda thought about children with
4:06
· special needs from an administrative perspective and what she wants from her teachers,
4:12
· what she expects. So some of the questions that you have can also be directed to her as head,
4:17
· who was an administrator, who's going to hire people like, you know, our graduates.
4:23
· She's also a stingers up. And and I actually had her daughter in class as well, who?
4:28
· A specialist. So I got to know her daughter as well. So it really, a has become this wonderful kind of family affair.
4:36
· So if you think you're all getting rid of me. Yeah, you never know what I might be calling you or emailing you.
4:43
· So I've asked Kristin to go first and she will share of her her story about her unbelievable daughter,
4:50
· Shelby, who I haven't, you know, because I haven't seen her on campus since the pandemic.
4:59
· So I want to I want to know about what she'll mix up. So I do have a question.
5:03
· I'm wondering how many people are planning on pursuing a specialist credential from your specialist?
5:07
· How many of you are going to finish 1000 or maybe how about case?
5:15
· Was that multiple subject? So I know about a single subject.
5:22
· Oh, okay. Well, that's great.
5:27
· In fact, the choir that that I think we need to be preaching to are all you all who are getting your genetic credentials,
5:29
· because I'm not sure if anybody told you, but every student is a general art student.
5:36
· I didn't know that. I thought I was going to teach special ed in general.
5:43
· The teachers taught general students and then I was eliminated, especially when my daughter Shelby,
5:47
· after she was born and what I'll say first before I say anything else.
5:54
· So thank you for sharing your pathway with me. Is that now that I know what I know when you get really old and you've done a
5:58
· bunch of different jobs now my job is at Sacramento County Office of Education.
6:05
· As the executive director, it's a new position of equity.
6:10
· Diversity and prevention and intervention is, um, is thinking about differences and learning abilities from like a really broad sense.
6:16
· And it's, you know, when you put focus on one particular group, that's your lens.
6:27
· Like everything I saw was about individuals and children with disabilities and, you know,
6:32
· and now and I think I always knew that structures and systems of oppression that start,
6:38
· start in general education in structures and systems that we all put together.
6:43
· And then, you know, special education has become a place.
6:48
· But I'll just say this, that in the work of the state over the past decade,
6:52
· the state has really moved towards and made some huge signals towards the reality that every child's education.
6:58
· So you live with anything your you know and I know Dr. Carter is polling at the tone is that every student has a right to be educated with their
7:04
· peers in California just passed this fall some new standards and guidelines around expecting that students with disabilities are included.
7:13
· And so while that's always been federal law, it has not been an expectation of such high,
7:23
· higher standards with the state that the majority of students with disabilities right now,
7:29
· 56% of students with disabilities spend 80% or more of their time, just less.
7:34
· The goal over the next three years is that 70% of students with disabilities spend 80% or more in general life,
7:41
· and we've only got one percentage point for the last time. So that that's a lot.
7:47
· So as you're going out there, I hope that you'll go out with open arms,
7:52
· especially after you hear from these incredible people today about what is truly possible.
7:55
· And my daughter, she'll be here you'll meet now is 23.
8:00
· And I think next year, if I'm invited back again, I will I will start in the reverse.
8:04
· And that's because on my journey and in the lessons that I've learned is that when you see what's possible,
8:12
· you don't have to start with thinking the impossible could be possible.
8:22
· You already have something different in your mind. So this was Shelby.
8:26
· She was born full term, just waiting to pop out.
8:31
· She popped out and everyone was like, Oh, and that's not the kind of greeting you want to get when you enter the world.
8:35
· Want to be like, Hey, it's a baby.
8:44
· And they said that because Shelby was born with very, very significant differences, just visually, she's really different.
8:47
· And of course, and you look really different instead of being like just a cool individual person that looks really different,
8:56
· you have to be called something, right? You have to be a name for it because it's not in the norm.
9:02
· And so names like Contractual Rocket, definitely,
9:08
· and period and sequins and all these like really weird names that all they really meant was her fingers were kind of long and she had passed up.
9:12
· But when you haven't seen the kid and you're thinking, Oh my God, it gave birth to a spider, and what is what's happening?
9:21
· What we realized later was that most of the things that they called anomalies were actually just how my husband's whole family lives.
9:28
· But. So in any case, Shelby had a lot of challenges early on.
9:35
· We spent a lot of time doing surgeries in the hospital, contractual arachnid activities, elongated fingers and toes.
9:46
· But it also has to do with contractures and optic mycosis, which means when your muscles are contracted so they can't straighten out.
9:52
· And so that makes it really hard if your feet are contracted straight up to
9:59
· learn to walk and some of the things that typically kids just do naturally.
10:02
· So Shelby had a lot of surgeries and a lot of music therapy.
10:07
· You see Steve, the music therapist, he was big on the rock and roll, a lot of Led Zeppelin, a lot of Eagles in the early days.
10:11
· But I didn't want to hear that part and the classics, which I can appreciate.
10:19
· And and so as as I was a new mom, my first kid didn't know what to expect, which is probably good, right?
10:24
· Nothing to compare to. She just puts herself went down a road of just trying to do better.
10:31
· So medical mom trying to you know, have the hospital bed in the living room and the full time nursing and the tracheotomy
10:38
· and all the things that come with having a child with significant medical issues.
10:45
· I didn't know once told me I was supposed to have a joint like I was now the nurse.
10:51
· Right. And my job was to keep a baby alive with a tube.
10:57
· And so that's what I thought my job was.
11:02
· Again, probably good that I didn't know that it shouldn't have been my whole job. But you only know what you know.
11:05
· And maybe ignorance is a little bliss because then you're not.
11:09
· I probably should have been a little more stressed out than I was, and I actually really don't remember much about any of this time.
11:13
· So the first ten years is almost like and so the pictures that I see remind me of, of that time.
11:19
· But I think that's what your brain does when it's experiencing trauma.
11:25
· So here we go down our journey and our infant program comes in and they're loving and wonderful.
11:29
· They teach us how to use picture cards.
11:37
· They tell us they show us all kinds of things that might help her, like that little bear that when you squeeze it, water comes out of it.
11:39
· So you don't have the sex of your child that that can doesn't have a sucking reflex or a person that can suck things.
11:47
· Then you can still drink from a straw, too, which is, you know, I thought it was a great invention at the time.
11:53
· And as I have evolved in my thinking, I still think, well, technology sometimes wins the day or oftentimes wins the day because it doesn't break down.
11:58
· It just is that you can recreate it over and over again.
12:07
· So we spend a lot of time reprograming and pushing buttons on the communicator in those things.
12:11
· So I have. Shelby was my first biological daughter.
12:16
· This is my the rest of my family, my husband Charles, he's a lobbyist.
12:20
· He just retired from the Senate after 32 years. And I get back to work so that he can send my other daughter to college.
12:26
· And and Ace is 29. He grows weed.
12:32
· He says, we are very excited about it because I think he's actually getting a degree and it is a plan to combine a great hobby with.
12:36
· They say search out what you're passionate about. I know it's going well.
12:49
· And ironic sidebar on April Fool's Day last year, he sent me a funny picture with a girl that we met a few times and said Haha naturals.
12:52
· But it wasn't a joke. And so to celebrate his new wife Cherry and they're very happy and she's adorable.
13:00
· Lots of she. Oh, my gosh. So my youngest Violet you'll see a picture of all of them at the end.
13:11
· She's now 20 and she's just getting ready to transfer to Santa Cruz in the fall.
13:18
· And and we're big organizer fans. My husband's from Arkansas.
13:23
· And so as she got older and I got more disgruntled, my mother decided to take an early retirement.
13:29
· That's not even right there with Shelby and so that I could go back to school.
13:37
· So I came back to SAC State to get my credential and to go kind of figure things out.
13:41
· And in the meantime, I just started really learning about special education and trying to understand what it was, but it was all about.
13:48
· I knew and I knew in my gut that the offers that we were having for preschool were not appropriate.
13:58
· But I had not seen anything else. I had not been able to visualize what inclusion looked like.
14:05
· I'd never seen anyone with the different kinds of needs that Shelby had, the included.
14:09
· So we eventually landed on a home hospital program.
14:15
· And so Shelby spent from the time she was three till the time she was in fifth grade in our garage, being homeschooled by my mom's preschool teacher.
14:18
· And at the time, I thought we had the best thing going ever.
14:27
· Like, I don't know,
14:31
· we've got these people all over getting five days a week of speech therapy and we're getting O.T. and P.T. and every possible thing.
14:33
· I am a good motor. I'm a good advocate. And as the years rolled on, you know, third grade, fourth grade, which is really no great, right.
14:39
· Because you're perpetually in a garage with your grandma, which is fun sometimes, but not for eight years that she started getting mad.
14:48
· And so, of course,
14:57
· what do you do when someone has behaviors and behaviors that they must be able to tell me what want to do because it's just having a behavior.
14:57
· Now, at the time, I, I guess I just didn't see it,
15:10
· but I really I didn't realize that her behavior was actually her telling me to get her out of that garage.
15:14
· She was tired of doing the same thing she did or ABC. She just couldn't tell us.
15:20
· She had crappy communication. She was tired of having six pack cards to pick from and say yes or no when she could just point and tell us anyway,
15:25
· or actually take my head and shake it out. And so.
15:31
· So I finally went on a journey and it was really because of the professors at Fox State who were kind of like,
15:38
· you know, step up into the garage while you're Kylie.
15:45
· And Gently, we were sitting backstage and I was like, Oh, they were so like, that's so hardcore.
15:52
· Like, you know, they made me cry a few times, like, and it wasn't until I visited a school, I went to visit time in Woodland Hills,
16:01
· which is a charter school that's built on the foundation of just including kids with all types of disabilities.
16:09
· But were other options that I was like, but I saw all these in some of the classrooms and I was like, Oh, they seem to be doing pretty well.
16:15
· And so we got out of the garage. There was a garage and it was fun.
16:24
· Richeson Incredible physical therapist and that was the best part of the week.
16:28
· But there was one thing missing and what was missing was other children.
16:32
· She wasn't around other children. She was around the same five adults for the majority of her life until she was 11.
16:38
· And, you know, they're great people, but it's it's not the same as she had no role models.
16:44
· And so we had lots of therapy and she made a tremendous amount of progress.
16:50
· And she was never predicted to be able to walk the we were basically laughed out of the room when we talked to some
16:54
· of the the surgeons at the hospital after we demanded that they fix her feet so that she could stand on her feet.
17:00
· And to this day at 23, that girl is still walking.
17:07
· And, um, and that makes a huge difference, not only because it's just physically better for you to be able to walk again.
17:11
· There's a lot of boot camp and that's, you know, that's their reality.
17:17
· But for her, it also allows her to get to direct and go to the places she wants to go to or to be able to show us what she doesn't,
17:21
· because she is still nonverbal. And sometimes it's not easy to find the exact thing you want to say.
17:31
· Basically, you're just going to go there, right? And so if she wants to eat something, I don't have to give her her communicator.
17:36
· And she goes a few layers deep to try to say, I want something, you know, she's like, hey, let's go in here.
17:42
· So so as I begin to understand and advocate and Shelby continues to this day love certain
17:48
· picture cards of certain people that are beloved to her that just make her laugh.
17:56
· I decided to leave the whole hospital program in my district, and we enrolled in a local charter school network.
18:02
· That's the school. It's called the Spire Public Schools.
18:12
· And they took over the old the Rideau site, if you know where that is up on the El Camino, it's a K-12, it's a pre K-12 school.
18:14
· And they had never served anyone with significant disabilities before.
18:22
· But they said, you know what, we're supposed to be serving all kids, so let's give it a try.
18:26
· And so they did. And so Shelby started in fifth grade, and a year ago when she turned 22, she left Aspire.
18:32
· And this is after at 18, she did graduate with her class at Aspire.
18:43
· She was fully funded from the time she was in fifth grade until the time she left Aspire.
18:47
· They created a transition program by which she turned 18.
18:52
· That's her. During one of her dress up days at school, she participated in everything that all the other kids participated in.
18:58
· She had a lot of school helpers and to this day we go a lot of places in the community
19:04
· and there's lots of kids and people who know her and which is really the point.
19:11
· And and so as we transitioned out of the school system into employment services at.
19:17
· 22 often is seen as a program at a really 18 to 22 transition age youth.
19:26
· It's really supposed to be an extension of whatever time you need to take up to 22 in order to get all the skills that you might need.
19:33
· And for kids with intellectual disabilities in particular, right there, we are considered for practicality, much younger, less for here.
19:42
· Okay. So so essentially we had a fire,
19:51
· Comcast fire contracts with a provider called Progressive Employment and they started doing community based employment,
19:57
· training and job development because in California, and that's our incredible principle.
20:06
· And for those of you who become principals and be looking at live the principles of make or break inclusion.
20:12
· 100%. It makes me crazy to think I know I don't have more.
20:20
· Yeah, I have. I went on to two job development.
20:31
· I was going to say California. California's a right to work state for people with intellectual disabilities under the Letterman Act.
20:36
· And so no matter what your level or severity of disability is,
20:42
· you are entitled basically to be able to get 100% supported employment, if that's what you need to get a job.
20:49
· And that means you can still retain your Social Security. But you're but the whole bullets that every person can earn a family sustaining wage.
20:56
· You can shop. And so Shelby's greatest joy is music.
21:05
· As you can imagine, the last two years have been very disturbing around music.
21:09
· And also we just got our passes to country in the park so that we can spend two full days of total music immersion in day.
21:14
· And we've recently moved to Elk, and there are some other there's more a little bit more around that scene.
21:24
· There is a shopping mall and you can see her. This is this is very similar to what she looks like today.
21:30
· That's a couple of years ago now that you've seen her take a good look because you will see her everywhere.
21:36
· Yeah, I get she'll be spotting contests, which is kind of nice, too, because we've had reports with like,
21:43
· you know, people are like, you know, we don't know that she was very happy with this person.
21:51
· So people tell on people, it's really kind of cool and then we really haven't had to do that.
21:55
· So one of the things about Shelby is that Shelby, as part of her set of disabilities, she has pretty significant, very lot.
22:02
· And so she can't really hear anything in this ear and she hears about 20% in her right ear.
22:10
· And if you can imagine, that's not very much. But Shelby accommodates and there's her graduation picture by we we purchase like some
22:16
· really good speakers like Bose speakers and ones that have really good vibration.
22:27
· And so Shelby being able to interact and she holds on to the speaker while she's listening to it,
22:32
· has really given her, I don't know, just that extra bit of information that she needs in order to appreciate music.
22:39
· And she will. And these are her cousins, Sloan, Claire Payton.
22:48
· And over the last few years,
22:55
· I would say we've been so much more intentional about making sure that everyone
22:58
· in the family feels connected and understands how to speak with Shelby,
23:04
· I think for a long time. Shelby was had such uniqueness around her preferences that it took a long time for people to understand.
23:09
· And I think we didn't give people enough credit to have them learn.
23:20
· And so now, now that everyone's older and this group of the youngest, the ones that are on either side,
23:27
· just turned 16 and they'll be coming over this summer to get their Shelby training.
23:35
· And the three more older girls will be taking care of Shelby A and I finally get to go somewhere after 23 years.
23:41
· So. So what is she doing now?
23:50
· And this is Shelby has been exploring for the last I guess it was been the last four years what kind of job she likes.
23:54
· And it's tough. It's been a challenge, obviously, with COVID because so much shut down.
24:04
· But we did discover things that Shelby does and doesn't like. Shelby definitely does not want to deliver mail or sorting mail.
24:12
· She's made that very clear. But she does, however, like the idea of going to talk to people.
24:20
· So one of the things that that we, I guess, kind of gave permission for,
24:27
· but it's kind of funny because there's this I think we all have it in a somewhere.
24:34
· And I'll just I'll make this generalization that if this is your job, you have to do your your job.
24:38
· Like if your job is delivering mail, then you have to get the letter and you have to sort it and then you have to give it some verse,
24:45
· not your job, as opposed to carving out that job and saying, Well, maybe that's my show.
24:51
· We have support, supported employment, and you can sort the mail and you can, you know,
24:56
· put in the thing and then maybe you you put it for Shelby to give to the next person.
25:01
· And that makes a huge difference. Right? And so it's that idea of have do's and this is that and that works for progressive employment.
25:05
· And that has been gone away from us for 18 months because of the shortage around providers for working with people
25:13
· with intellectual developmental disabilities was basically the positions were there that there were no people.
25:21
· So her agency, Shelby's agency that she's with now, I think is hiring sometimes something like 30 or 40 positions.
25:28
· And other organizations that I serve on the board for, they have 70 that open positions right now.
25:36
· And that's for supporting people with intellectual developmental disabilities and students and children with autism to do all kinds of things from,
25:41
· you know, going out in the community just to be a support in the community or job development or whatever.
25:49
· So that has been instrumental.
25:55
· And that was one of those people that that really pushed me because every time I would say something for Shelby, she would ask me what Shelby thought.
25:56
· And I was like, I didn't ask her. She's like, Well, Shelby, this is kind of like, that's nice that her mother, she's like 22 years old.
26:07
· So maybe we can ask Shelby. And Shelby definitely does have an opinion about what she does and doesn't want to do.
26:16
· And so we're happy that literally Beth started back yesterday from being off this entire time.
26:23
· So we're doing a lot of you know, and I think this is true for a lot of individuals and kids and others to not necessarily have regrets,
26:29
· but just haven't had the same structure that they've had.
26:39
· So it's been like a perpetual summer in a way, with like not a lot to do, right?
26:42
· So we've had to make up things to do instead and we spend a lot of time if you ever go to carpet,
26:47
· Shelby frequents the carpet waterfalls across the region, so you'll see her in there.
26:53
· She loves to swim. It's a place she can be independent.
26:59
· And really for us, looking at ways that she can be independent is definitely the door to communicate with Touch Chat, which is on an iPad.
27:01
· We discovered when we got an assessment from the State Diagnostic Center that Shelby didn't need to just have six pack cards.
27:11
· She needed six levels of 15 caucus.
27:19
· So that was a little shocking and a little dose of humility that we the only
27:23
· restrictions that we really had for us and not giving her that opportunity.
27:29
· So what is she doing right now?
27:35
· Well, she's very mad yesterday because she did not want to go, John, develop and think about places that she can work.
27:39
· She wanted to go to Sunderland and. Oh.
27:46
· Which she got to do. This is Shelby. Just that just a few weeks ago, when we were all together.
27:51
· These are like the same kids that you saw. This is her sister, Violet, next to her and her cousins from Long Beach in the background.
27:57
· And and Shelby, over the last two years, if nothing else, COVID has helped Shelby to mature today.
28:05
· Normally, I don't do anything between 545 and 615 at night.
28:16
· This is a rare occasion because Shelby expects that when she walks through the door in our house,
28:23
· that I'm sitting on a swing in a certain position, ready to sing to her for exactly 30 minutes without this very specific order of songs.
28:28
· And I shall not be saying out of order. And every so often I get to sing Hotel California, but very rare.
28:38
· And and it's been a time, if nothing else, to that her sister who would've normally been away at school.
28:47
· Violet has really taken and is now one of four respite care people and I honestly would not have expected that to happen.
28:54
· So that's been a huge benefit. And that's shocking for.
29:04
· Um. So it's my turn. My son is Connor. He's 14.
29:20
· That's him when he wants to jump on the block. I can't do that.
29:25
· He didn't tell you everything.
29:28
· In hindsight, I realize. I didn't realize at the time that he was different from his sisters.
29:33
· I have, because that's my daughter, Hayley. She's two years older and then they have ten years.
29:39
· I didn't notice that about 14, 15 months.
29:49
· And he was different from his sisters. He didn't talk like they did.
29:53
· He struggled with that. And at about 18 months, his language was a lot less than what the sisters were, which progressed into him very angry.
29:58
· He would pull other people's hair when he wanted things, he would paint, and it was progressively getting worse the older that he got.
30:11
· And you can see as he got older at about two when he would talk to me.
30:22
· Difficult. He still has a lisp. He said words that you don't understand.
30:29
· Some of them sounded like that word, but if you didn't understand them, that also was a trigger for time.
30:34
· And he was unfortunate about each three and some of these things I didn't notice really right away.
30:41
· And when I look back on the life, these are really when it happened, he stopped saying, I love you.
30:48
· I didn't hear that from my son for years.
30:53
· Part of Connor's issues are, unfortunately, there's the whole human nature and nurture.
30:58
· Part of my story is I lived in a household with lots of friends.
31:06
· I stayed in the situation because I was protecting my kids.
31:10
· The longer I stayed there, I tried to leave multiple times over and I couldn't protect them.
31:15
· I lived in different states. I lived in Texas and they would continually give the kids to their dad.
31:23
· And he was a person who had a lot of his own issues.
31:28
· His dad also has mental health problems.
31:33
· So there's a bit of you here with children that.
31:37
· Especially for babies. I learned when I finally did leave that, you know, they tell you things like they have this anxiety that builds up in them.
31:42
· From what you see, if it's not happening to them, they see it in the household.
31:52
· That is part of where Connors P his emotional disturbance comes from that and also comes from it's inherited from his dad's disorder.
31:55
· When Connor hit about five the system in kindergarten, I was lucky he only had to look after the only time he went to school.
32:07
· Most of Connor's behaviors were directed at home where he felt safe and he felt loved.
32:18
· Which sounds weird. I knew nothing was really wrong with him.
32:26
· Other than. When he was just eight, he was a violent child.
32:31
· You would talk to him. He would talk to you. He tried to explain something to you.
32:39
· You could literally see, like the wheel spinning.
32:43
· But he could not explain to you. You could ask him questions.
32:47
· And he did not know how to explain to you what he wanted.
32:51
· And when that happened, he lost it.
32:55
· And so at about this age and five little older kids left, right, left.
32:58
· But he at this point, we have written here on this.
33:04
· Angry to see his choice.
33:09
· And at one point, he and two different doors in the house we were renting, we had to be back here in California to the call center, George Taylor.
33:13
· I took wanting to get him help. His dad was not around and I finally left because unfortunately there was one thing.
33:25
· His dad. Lost his temper on her, was having a fit, angry during the game and Connor was counting.
33:33
· And I really remember the night porter threw plastics and, you know,
33:45
· it was Brandon and his dad literally grabbed Connor and held him upside down and her pain and that was it.
33:48
· I filed for divorce the next day. I had enough documentation and they claim.
33:58
· With the help of Foster County, I was able to leave an emergency hearing, and within ten days they removed his house.
34:03
· That was the start for Connor to find help, and he needed a lot of therapy.
34:14
· He began what is called family integrative therapy.
34:22
· We had an event in our house he a for nine months because his behaviors were so violent.
34:29
· He was a freshman, so it was a threat to all of us.
34:36
· He would grab my throat. I would.
34:39
· I worked also as an instructional aide. I worked in the classroom, which is what I decided to do.
34:43
· I was a stay at home mom before them because I was learning a lot of skills through River Oaks, which is where I went to go get help.
34:49
· So I learned a lot of skills through them for his APA and through our counselor began seeing a psychiatrist, which is where he was diagnosed.
35:01
· He diagnosed with that. You have to display behaviors for at least one year and we have been at least seven at this time.
35:12
· DMD is just part of it.
35:22
· I wrote it down. Sorry. It's where you have a hard time being able to express your emotions.
35:26
· The only emotion Connor was here. So if he was embarrassed, he was angry.
35:34
· Too sad. He was angry. He was happy because you praised him.
35:38
· He was angry. So no matter what, it was even like these pictures that we're showing here.
35:42
· They were good, happy times, but there was always a different course when he was angry over something.
35:49
· And so with through all of his programs, the family therapy helped Connor sort out his emotions.
35:56
· Unfortunately, even still today, the anger has really become pretty normal.
36:03
· He gets I don't I medicate him, but I do not medicate to the degree where he can't have emotions.
36:10
· That was the first thing when I sat down with the psychiatrist and I said, I don't want his on the child.
36:16
· I want him to still be able to feel anger and sadness and all the emotions, you know, happiness and everything in between.
36:22
· On the first medication we put him on made him gain £20 with the picture.
36:29
· Before, this was a super skinny little child. And then three months he put on that much weight and they put him on an 80 HD medication.
36:33
· He also has that. And we be hard you we didn't care if he had that point.
36:42
· When my seven year old tells me that I.
36:50
· So we're not treating that whatsoever. I could care less if he has ADHD.
36:54
· I would rather treat disorder. So we did the 14 months of his therapy.
37:00
· We're still with a psychiatrist seven years later with the same psychiatrist.
37:08
· Hunter still has, you know, restrictions when he's this is him going into first grade.
37:15
· He did a lot better in kindergarten. He threw chairs.
37:24
· These are some things you only witness for kids who have mood disorders in the classrooms.
37:29
· He threw papers. He would yell.
37:34
· He would was disruptive. He defiant.
37:38
· Defiant is the biggest thing. And then he would shut down.
37:43
· And so a lot of it would be triggers because his teacher would have expectations or ask him something.
37:47
· And he didn't understand what the task was.
37:54
· And his only response to that was, I have to spray.
37:59
· So a lot of the things we were working on at home, I had to work with the teacher explained to her.
38:04
· And a lot of them were stupid choices. I would have people ask me like, Why do you do that?
38:13
· And the choices that I want her to do, like the shower was a big problem for Connor.
38:18
· So I would ask Connor from the show an hour and 10 minutes, and he was going to say in 10 minutes, I have something to say to my son in the shower.
38:24
· I was like, This really hurts. I was really surprised.
38:33
· To me, it seems really dumb, but I was surprised.
38:38
· We had a single being referred to his name. So it was literally everything in it was for him to write.
38:42
· So there would be, you know, cardboard in there, paper. Silly Putty, anything.
38:51
· Just sort of manipulatives that he can destroy the box itself.
38:56
· He could destroy. And he needed to hit something instead of us.
38:59
· We had pillows in place. I would unfortunately have to restrain him, which were things I have learned through River Oaks and through work.
39:05
· I do work in a much bigger classroom. I will actually moving into this past year because we are having fun in our program.
39:13
· My son. Kind of the reason why I moved into this.
39:21
· Gave me the patience and grace I did not feel I had. I find that I am more attached to my students who have the behaviors.
39:27
· I probably love them just as much as their parents. The harder and more difficult they are, the more they hit me.
39:40
· It's the more I want to reach them and help them. Basically offering things of an art system for them.
39:46
· With my son, I came up with a point system. My son was we had an idea.
39:54
· She was in the house and she got a reward. Everything. But that didn't work with my kids.
39:58
· And she finally, after like three weeks, she's like, You're right, your kidney consequences are awesome.
40:02
· So she had to lose points. So he well, we came up with silly things like if you get so many points for the end of the week,
40:06
· you got ice cream and the dolls and you have so many points. We have Sleepover Moms Group.
40:13
· These were the things he loved. And so his teachers would do kind of the same thing.
40:19
· They would allow him to earn rewards, those things, too, and not be able to get to that point.
40:25
· We wound up getting them on in five or more plans, which really helped at school.
40:31
· And then when he was in third grade, his dad and that kind of he regressed and we had more behaviors and he figured,
40:37
· I'm not the biggest person and he's kind of a became bigger than I am now.
40:48
· And I knew at this point I really had to get everything under control and get him back on the right track.
40:54
· And so we went back to River Oaks and they allowed him they don't don't let you go back to the same counselor.
41:01
· But due to circumstances and trauma, they said he got back with his counselor and we'll rework all of the same steps,
41:08
· you know, how to talk and work through other things. Connor still struggles.
41:17
· He struggles with depression.
41:23
· Here he is with his still on, I think Kogut I hate that because it has now made it so that he hides he hides behind this mask.
41:25
· He won't take it off employers even now, when he doesn't have to, it's.
41:35
· An excuse. He gets depressed. It started last summer.
41:42
· He refuses to join us to go swimming.
41:47
· He's still on his medication, which helps. We just had to switch it to a different medicine because of health issues and whatnot.
41:52
· As you can see around him, he's still in terms of.
42:00
· But. As far as this behavior still through all of the therapy in the working, he has improved greatly.
42:04
· I know that eating session of the book is really terrifying when you read it.
42:14
· If you look at it like having kids in the classroom hours that kids.
42:18
· And some parents probably aren't going to know. It's not really something, you know.
42:25
· My son was seven before he told me I loved him.
42:29
· And every night he says, I love you. This one thing I hold on to that I.
42:33
· I'm grateful to the fact that my 14 year old says that because that's when they usually stop saying says I love you.
42:41
· And the fact that he didn't tell me that and he was this like squishy little baby that just literally overnight, just he turned off.
42:52
· You know, I'm not saying it's perfect these days. It is these kids who have this consistent.
43:03
· You're referring to them. Any little thing will set them off.
43:13
· Apparently when he was in third grade stabbing him in the hand with a pencil, he said the other kids entered into.
43:18
· I grew to this day, I still don't know other than he mentioned that kid came to his school.
43:25
· Now, is it once again to step in to handle that?
43:30
· So he took it in might when he was in sixth grade.
43:35
· I'm lucky that that's been the only one. Now, once we've hit middle school, it's been a little bit harder with things at school.
43:41
· He doesn't know things. He gets embarrassed. He has started to shut down.
43:52
· He shuts down in class. But I will. I am thankful that we're not having the excursions in class, but I sit down every year to do a Bible for his.
43:56
· You learn about those when you are a teacher and I explain everything about Palmer.
44:09
· And then it seems like as we walk out of a start the school year,
44:15
· two years ago and they don't look at that piece of paper and the teachers not follow the Bible for it.
44:18
· And I work at the same school, my son. So we had issues with that as well.
44:26
· And I have to literally ask them, I am here as his mom.
44:31
· I'm not here as an employee. So we need to have this meeting as a non only.
44:35
· And his coping mechanisms are this he does this self-soothing thing.
44:42
· There's a lot of these kids who will do this is annoying and it is again and it goes on for hours like drives me nuts.
44:49
· Like there have been days I literally will sit outside by myself because I cannot stand listening to the sound anymore.
44:59
· But it's his way of trying to calm himself down. And I know once I start hearing that sound,
45:08
· when people get so angry or if he hasn't been angry now and I hear him and he's just upset or frustrated and he starts doing those noises,
45:14
· I at least know that he's kind of hit this plateau where he's really, really frustrated.
45:24
· And when he's calmed down and when things are better, we talk.
45:29
· And I let him know, like, Hey, I'm really proud of you, but, you know, you're able to cut yourself down.
45:33
· I mean, for him now, even with school, he did lose a job.
45:39
· But I have to do it in private. I talked to him about the teachers, the same thing.
45:44
· I think he does a good job and something. He thinks [INAUDIBLE] bring it up in class because she knew what set him off.
45:48
· Which seems strange because usually you want to praise those kids and he doesn't want it.
45:54
· Because if you do, he cares. I got in trouble at school, and the principal who should know about his Final Four said to him, as my son is crying,
45:59
· and he was in seventh grade saying that trouble for not doing his schoolwork and shutting down class.
46:12
· And we sat there before the principal and the principal says, why are you crying?
46:19
· That that's not appropriate for you to ask him. We need to stop here.
46:24
· If you forget about his life before we have issues and then I need to discuss it with him later because.
46:30
· When you reach your teenage years and you have kids who have mood disorders, they're more inclined to stop leaders behaviors.
46:37
· They're more inclined to suicide and things of that nature.
46:45
· And not all parents realize they just don't have.
46:49
· Some parents just think that these behaviors are typical.
46:55
· It's it doesn't go on, you know, all the time.
47:04
· We don't realize it. And my kid's dad didn't want him to be looked at.
47:08
· I know that there's a lot of parents. There's this stigma attached to mental health.
47:14
· And in my house, mental health is going on. I we don't.
47:19
· His older sister has mental health problems, too. And we don't put in we talk about it like it's okay, it's a people's health, it's okay to me.
47:27
· Medications. I don't ever want my kids to think that we need to get help.
47:35
· See a counselor. She therapist is a problem. But I do also realize that that's not the case in every single household.
47:39
· And as teachers, when you're in the classroom and you have a child like this,
47:47
· their parents may not know or you may not know what's going on in their house and you're having these behaviors.
47:51
· I work in a specialized classroom in lots of years, and I've worked with kids.
47:57
· Any reading behaviors where we back into our classrooms because it's not.
48:04
· And when these kids calm down, I have five year olds sit in my lap and talk to me about how long is this?
48:10
· I'm going to have to find a new home. Or how?
48:15
· But he broke my heart. You know, Mommy had to put a big lock on the door of his daddy.
48:21
· You have to see that these kids start to repeat the things that are going on in their house.
48:25
· And you realize it's they're reliving the traumas.
48:29
· And the only way they know how is by acting out. And as teachers,
48:33
· it's really our job to make sure that we're there for these kids and let them know that
48:37
· it's okay and they're not bad because they will literally tell me how bad they are.
48:41
· And that's the ones you can speak that you have non-verbal kids and they adults that share simple things,
48:46
· that they can't tell you what it is that they want, which was what my son was doing, which is I've had it, he says.
48:51
· They get mad. It's they get angry.
49:00
· You know, a lot of them don't know how to use their chalk or they're just learning how to use text and they have no idea how to tell you.
49:03
· And the easiest way is to just get angry and frustrated.
49:12
· And sometimes it's throw a desk.
49:16
· And it may just be because I had an answer that morning and they came to school and you're going to get the brunt of it.
49:20
· And the best thing is just to be there for them and let them.
49:27
· Which for the most part, like my son's teachers don't do that for him, have been a godsend to me.
49:31
· They're like failing. They will email me and notice it's a little bit off so they can get his tongue.
49:37
· You know what happened? Was everything okay? And I'm like, This is what's going on.
49:43
· And sometimes they'll be like, Yeah, you know, normally we would have given him detention for this or that, but I'll let you take care of it at home.
49:47
· And we have this relationship where I will also let them know this is what we decided to do, you know, as a consequence, because I feel like as well.
49:54
· But. As a mom of a kid who acts out and gets violent, I will tell you that it's very.
50:05
· But at the same time, I also know that these giant outbursts, this anger in little kids, a lot of damage.
50:17
· I'm surprised. It's them crying out for help.
50:28
· They? They do it around a lot of the time it's around those, so they feel comfortable.
50:34
· So they're seeing it. They're comfortable in your room and comfortable with you.
50:39
· And that's how it was with my son. He was like perfect sometimes from people he didn't know.
50:45
· They're also in college meltdown and that sort of thing. I guess it's because he's comfortable and now he's just let it all out.
50:49
· Story. Thank you. I'm Alison.
50:59
· I'm going to talk to my brother, Patrick. I always like following the parents because it's a different perspective.
51:09
· It's a different story. When you're a parent, you experience your kid's life with an adult captive.
51:16
· I love how you feel when she came to the world for what could be expected when you have a baby and then things come back.
51:23
· Right. But when you're a sibling, it's just life.
51:33
· It's just normal. Patrick is 32 years old.
51:37
· He's my little brother. He's four years apart.
51:42
· And he was born six days after I turned four.
51:46
· So I thought he was my birthday present. And I was very excited to have an £11 newborn.
51:50
· Yes, my mother was a saint and he, in my mind, developed how all babies developed.
52:00
· I remember when he crawled for the first time. I remember when he said, Mom, for the first time everything was very typical in hindsight.
52:10
· Around 18 months or so, he started to progress.
52:19
· He stopped talking. He didn't have any more words. He went back to schooling and then stopped scooting and just didn't move at all.
52:23
· And my parents realized that something was off and took me to the pediatrician who referred them to a neurologist.
52:31
· And that pediatrician is now our children's pediatrician because we adore her.
52:39
· But the girls that she referred to evaluated Patrick and told my parents that he was going to be a vegetable.
52:44
· Had you put him in a home with you?
52:53
· I just thought, we're going to. I have a student teacher right now teaching a majority of my classes.
52:56
· So I was practicing at the time that that top I told her that it was going to be a vegetable for me.
53:05
· I just thought, well, they are also teacher. My father was also she said, no, that's not how this works.
53:13
· Hey, I'd never walk out of school to her job until we were much older.
53:23
· Her job became navigating the nineties with a child with disabilities, which is very different than doing it now.
53:28
· So Patrick was at home by child.
53:37
· He was for a long time with occupational therapy and physical therapy,
53:40
· which I thought was the coolest thing in the world because I got to do all of it with him.
53:45
· So when he had like shaving cream days, when he was just playing shaving cream, I got to do that too.
53:49
· So I thought that was pretty awesome. But he entered preschool at the time.
53:55
· Again, to me it was just normal. What happened. He was in a class with probably 20 other kids and no two kids had the same diagnosis.
54:01
· You had kids who were white.
54:11
· You had kids who were deaf. You had kids who had PD like Patrick.
54:14
· That was his first diagnosed diagnosis, Pervasive Development Disorder, which in my mind is what they say, where they're just not sure.
54:18
· It took a long time to get to a diagnosis of autism and to get the services that are attached with that and the help that was attached to that.
54:27
· And a lot of that's just because it was 30 plus years ago, it was just a different time.
54:34
· So I remember his first preschool just being a wonderful, safe, happy place,
54:41
· but also been really difficult for all of this adults because I feel a lot of different needs to try and get around and coordinate,
54:46
· keep everyone happy and safe. My mom spent a lot of time volunteering in those classrooms and picked up a lot of skills and how best to help her.
54:55
· When we were at home, my parents did a really good job of giving him the same kind of life that I had played sports.
55:03
· We all went on trips. Patrick was basically non-verbal until he was about seven.
55:11
· He would just scream bloody murder all the time, especially at night and again.
55:18
· I thought that was horrible. So I went on my first sleepovers and I was in my first and second grade and people had bigger siblings.
55:25
· Did it scream? I was like, That's weird. What's wrong with your sister?
55:32
· I tried so hard and it was really hard.
55:38
· He I remember, and I don't think it was the first time he ever spoke when he was seven.
55:42
· It's the first time I remember they had these videos. You could watch them with Disney songs and it was just just these songs.
55:47
· And there was a mickey McInnes had to bounced around the part and I would sing them all by myself one time.
55:54
· And he starts singing that song from Aladdin, a whole new world.
55:59
· He would do the Aladdin parts and I would do the job really hard. And I was like, Oh, he's talking.
56:04
· Oh, it is exciting. He still speaks, but he is.
56:09
· You have to really know him to be able to understand how to be very patient, to let him get out what he wants to say.
56:15
· Of all people with autism, like all humans, they're all different.
56:22
· They all act differently. They all have different needs. They all have different desires.
56:27
· Patrick is quieter, which worked out well since his mom, our mom and I are so loud, but he likes to just sit back and take it all in.
56:31
· He likes to be a part of everything, but he doesn't really want to participate for which people are like that.
56:41
· Our parents added up to 14 when I was 13 and Patrick was nine, and a lot of times parents with children with disabilities will get divorced.
56:49
· In hindsight, their course was not about Patrick and his disability and post divorce.
56:59
· My parents that are really excellent job always coming together for Patrick, for IEP, for services.
57:05
· My mom with that parent that IEP means that were 4 hours,
57:13
· 5 hours long because she was trying to get services that people had asked for for people that know her possible.
57:17
· She got really got it one meeting because they called him the child.
57:24
· The child did this, the child did that. She's like, Steve Patrick, can you give me say Patrick?
57:28
· And they kept saying the child. So she brought a picture.
57:35
· She's like, this is the child, this is how that didn't work.
57:39
· So she made me your Patrick come to the lobby and I was charged.
57:42
· Patrick would be screaming and the child traffic.
57:47
· Patrick would have to be here for that. Yeah, she she was pretty awesome when it came to that.
57:52
· Her teacher still stuck over here. Hands up as we work through this process.
57:58
· We moved around a couple times growing up in Southern California, then came back to Sacramento.
58:03
· When we came back to Sacramento.
58:08
· Patrick was in fourth grade and that's when things started to kind of pan out the way that they would for the next however many years.
58:10
· We looked at different programs of where he should go. All four of us would go to all these different things to look at together.
58:21
· Some of them were really awesome. Some of them were not very often.
58:27
· And my parents ended up putting him through the San Juan school district system.
58:32
· So he was at various elementary schools, and then he went to stay on my high I.
58:36
· When we were in high school, I used to love growing up in like Citrus Heights,
58:41
· Carmichael parents, because people knew Patrick and it was like, Hey, how's it going?
58:45
· Hey, how's it going? And Patrick's really big on that.
58:48
· Hi, how are you? Hi, how are you? Oh, how are you?
58:53
· Hi, how are you? Look up the whole process again. I picked him up from school one day and you know, you should never get people like how I look,
58:57
· but I definitely made a snap judgment on this high school student. Like spiky purple hair.
59:06
· And just. I had a perception very often.
59:10
· I was just like, oh, this student of you to the back of the school to pick up Patrick.
59:16
· Hey. And I had, like, eye protection.
59:22
· And so we get back there and whatever the kid's name was. Patrick.
59:26
· So I was like, right up to the guard, hoping to help out whatever the guy's name was.
59:31
· They have a conversation. See you next week, whatever.
59:38
· We didn't see him as ten years later and looked very different.
59:41
· No longer had straight hair, but at a restaurant. In fact, I remember Patrick and Patrick remembered him and he's like, I like you.
59:45
· Purple hair. I was like, I remember you. Ed Patrick remembered his name.
59:53
· And it was just this cool moment that, you know, I've loved ever kids in general and every kid has a place in in the world and what that looks like.
59:58
· So Patrick stopped trying to sell on high at 17 or 18, and he went to a place called Bora Bora, which is also part of San Juan.
1:00:09
· And it's more of a segregated site with people with autism and other types of disabilities.
1:00:18
· And that was a really wonderful place for Patrick, and that's where he spent those kind of transition years.
1:00:23
· He had different jobs. He likes to read really monotonous things,
1:00:28
· like putting price tags on things because really that just allows him to pay attention to other areas of shopping.
1:00:32
· Yeah. Yeah. Yeah. I really think he just likes to eavesdrop, like the other people throw in a little.
1:00:39
· Hi, how are you? Yeah, I got to go.
1:00:49
· Yeah. Restaurants and everything. And so it was a it was a really wonderful place for him.
1:00:53
· And he he's probably 20 and 21 and 24.
1:00:59
· 25. I had gone away to college because I got away to college and I had come home to go to South State to become a teacher.
1:01:03
· Like I said, I would never do. Yeah. Okay.
1:01:11
· I was living at home because I started teaching in the middle of the recession when there were no jobs.
1:01:16
· So I had my first year of teaching at Elk Grove, and I got my first of what would be five pink slips for five years in a row.
1:01:23
· And so I let it help, which was smart because I didn't have a job. Start it.
1:01:31
· At three days after my first year of teaching, our mom actually died very unexpectedly.
1:01:35
· We were having mimosas. She got a drink. She'd probably pretty thrilled about that know.
1:01:43
· But it was really shocking. And my brother was not there, which I'm always grateful for.
1:01:49
· He was at our dad's house and she passed away and I had to tell Patrick, drop me off and have that conversation with him.
1:01:53
· And then the question became not so much about our grief, which obviously existed, but like how much our parents had divorced.
1:02:03
· Our parents had always been a pretty united front, but my mom was definitely the one that said, This is what we're doing.
1:02:11
· This is the path for you. And by God, when I see out of control.
1:02:18
· But with her gone, there was a lot of doubt which mom had this point.
1:02:23
· And I don't know that we really understand the poignant facts we do.
1:02:29
· So I called Paulette and I said, What should I do?
1:02:33
· Because she is going to graduate from this LA program and I don't know what I'm supposed to do next.
1:02:37
· On top of fear of Patrick supposed to live, I think her mom in her mind thought he was going to live with me and time and crying.
1:02:42
· And I just got to live with Allison and it's five. And I was pretty fine with that too.
1:02:51
· Now had 25, but I was pretty fine with that as well.
1:02:56
· But then it happens when you're 25 and he's very possessive, very protective of my brother.
1:03:01
· And my dad said, Well, maybe you should be with me. And I said, Yo, Patrick, I can do this for you.
1:03:07
· Fine. And it's probably what a single mom feels like for a little while.
1:03:13
· I can do this and will be great. That wasn't the case.
1:03:19
· My dad somehow played it very well and like, let me do that for a while.
1:03:25
· And then slowly it just took Patrick longer and longer before I realized Patrick probably moved out, got without me.
1:03:30
· Oh, but we also kind of realized that when he, out of me, living with my brother for the rest of my life, probably wasn't for me.
1:03:38
· Three weeks after my mother passed away, that's my mom and my brother.
1:03:50
· Right before she passed away, I actually had to go to these proms.
1:03:56
· I can't remember who the Proms were through, but people go to these problems at Real America.
1:04:00
· While he always have extremely high readings from his program.
1:04:04
· And then you have three high school girls from Rio.
1:04:13
· He had this thing and it was a Catholic.
1:04:17
· So that's our that's our last family photo. That's our stepdad in the back as well.
1:04:21
· Come in. Three weeks after our mom passed away, I met who but soon not so.
1:04:26
· Who will officially become my husband at the same time and size of love with me and I lived with my brother.
1:04:32
· I met this nice man who I'm trying to explain how I live with my 21 year old brother who has autism.
1:04:42
· And he was somehow kind of that and didn't run away, which was cool.
1:04:48
· And we ended up moving in together about six months after we started dating.
1:04:52
· And I haven't really explained how much time I spent together.
1:04:57
· Like my dad and I were still having this weird. He lives with you, but he doesn't live with you thing.
1:05:01
· And so we rented a house that had children ever literally moving into the house.
1:05:06
· And he asked you, do you want this room with this room and a common fabric?
1:05:10
· And he said, Cool, because why don't we set up this room where Patrick set your house?
1:05:16
· So Patrick is with us. [INAUDIBLE] feel comfortable, cool.
1:05:20
· And he can give you, like, joke tastic. That decision come.
1:05:25
· And shortly after that, though, Patrick was mostly with our dad.
1:05:34
· Sam and I did not have a 21 year old living with us constantly, but it's not a lot about my future husband that he was so open.
1:05:38
· That's one of the things I that he was so open to the next kind of thing that came up in our life for me.
1:05:46
· And my dad was very supportive of it. So at this point, Patrick has a great dad for a few years.
1:05:57
· I skipped the part of having dinner with Paul. I hope this kind of navigate for Patrick to go after back.
1:06:05
· And he went to a place that you called McCloskey school and I have Patrick sightings as well.
1:06:10
· I've Shelby sightings too. I'll text and go. I just saw him on J Street.
1:06:15
· I guess he said he's waiting for the bus. Just like, okay, great bus story.
1:06:19
· He was at the library. I don't know if I told the story before he was at the library with his class and he got out of the library.
1:06:24
· And Patrick needs supervision. He can't he can't take busses by himself, can't be on his supervision.
1:06:31
· Well, I couldn't prep for this. Like, if you ever get separated by vehicle you last saw and stay put.
1:06:37
· So they go back to McCloskey. Do you realize Patrick was missing his teacher?
1:06:44
· My back to the library and Patrick's just chilling in front of the library with a library as I go to the teacher's hogging.
1:06:48
· Of course. Probably a mild heart attack. Yeah, we're lucky to fight, but did not get on the next bus by himself.
1:06:59
· So Patrick goes to McCloskey, which has been a very good place for him to be.
1:07:08
· His program really very much develops with him.
1:07:15
· And therefore, I guess 11 years, almost 11 years now and his program has changed with him, which has been pretty great.
1:07:18
· This wedding, Mary Patrick was the best man.
1:07:26
· My husband asked him to be the best man. And Patrick was going to give a speech at the wedding.
1:07:30
· So one of the other groups gave the speech. And the speech was all about Patrick and my husband's relationship, which was the first year Windows.
1:07:36
· Windows were both at the wedding. I tried to be a bridesmaid, but she that's where she drew the line.
1:07:45
· Like I said, it was really about this art form that you find so well.
1:07:55
· So the next kind of thing was where Patrick, she said, great job by the wonderful man who is 56 and maybe got the most fun.
1:08:04
· When you're in your 20 seconds. And my dad and my step mom also deserve to have some sort of empty nest at some point in their life.
1:08:15
· And Patrick deserves to be with his peers. Patrick deserves to experience, well, living on his own.
1:08:26
· But do you like. So be it. Well, my dad, he had to make a plan for Patrick.
1:08:32
· The story. By the time he was 30, we needed to have a different living situation.
1:08:36
· So we went and we looked at a whole bunch of different types of facilities, homes, the best bit that we found.
1:08:41
· And Patrick told us there is a house in Citrus Heights.
1:08:48
· They have two caregivers, a married couple. There's four clients all.
1:08:51
· And it's wonderful. Hedda is wonderful. And she loves Patrick almost as much as I love Patrick.
1:08:57
· And we found out later I taught all of her grandchildren and.
1:09:04
· So it's hilarious to me. So Patrick looks ahead us.
1:09:08
· And Patrick has a wonderful group. James. James is very self-sufficient and takes Patrick on outings and it's a really wonderful setup.
1:09:13
· The next obstacle Patrick's life was me having beat him because he was not thrilled about that screaming child.
1:09:23
· So this is my daughter, Abby. She was born. Should be six soon.
1:09:30
· So that was six years ago. And I feel like I got a glimpse of what my parents might do if she have colic.
1:09:36
· But she also screams day and night, but only for four months, not seven years.
1:09:41
· So I don't know how my parents did that. Wonderful, awful.
1:09:46
· She really likes that when they're sleeping. There's a movie on.
1:09:51
· I have a son as well who just turned four and they are obsessed with their uncle.
1:09:57
· He is not obsessed with them as Abby has got older and can watch movies and can sit still a little bit longer.
1:10:02
· Like this is what it looks like to the baby and she just kind of attack him like it was five air.
1:10:09
· But I got pregnant with our second. I told Patrick I was pregnant and he and he says, get out.
1:10:17
· Looked at me and said, really forget.
1:10:22
· I promise will be that after two weeks, Jake, but it was worth it to see the look of the hatchet face like there should be.
1:10:28
· But it's gotten better because I've gotten older. It's gotten better.
1:10:38
· Then COVID happens, COVID happened.
1:10:42
· And Patrick couldn't because Patrick I would go over a couple of times a week and sit at the bottom of the driveway,
1:10:44
· and he would sit at the top of the driveway and we would talk and have our time together.
1:10:52
· We tried to do that. That did not work five times a week, and that's how we would have our time.
1:10:56
· But we couldn't see him. We couldn't have him over. We couldn't have the normalcy of our life.
1:11:03
· But we kind of kept the normalcy of their life and it was really, really hard.
1:11:09
· Oh, I forgot that Patrick would be the first group of people to get vaccinated.
1:11:13
· Patrick It's not my preference, but a lot of the people in his life are in the setting that he puts them, put him in that first group.
1:11:19
· So they called me to get my okay to vaccinate my kids.
1:11:25
· That's exciting. Devastating to see him relatively soon, which was true because I'm a teacher.
1:11:29
· So I got vaccinated pretty early. We were finally able to see each other.
1:11:35
· But the problem was all of that isolation time, really,
1:11:40
· each time I see him kind of like a little routine, you know, he already had a little bit of a bubble.
1:11:44
· He was very set in his ways, just very set in his routines and coming back into our house with two screaming, lovely children to relax.
1:11:51
· And it's been I don't know, it's been, I guess, almost a year.
1:12:00
· And it's still a transition. It's still learning how to be together again in a way that's okay for Patrick.
1:12:08
· My daughter is very grim and she has lots of questions and they're good questions.
1:12:16
· Why is Patrick different? Why does Patrick like this and you don't like this?
1:12:22
· I mean, they're all really good questions.
1:12:26
· I tried to navigate her questions and help her to understand is challenging, but also helps her help Patrick.
1:12:28
· So when he does come over and Jacob, it's like, let's play it.
1:12:37
· She's like, No, no, you have to give him 10 minutes so he can play his video game and then we can play for 10 minutes.
1:12:41
· It's nice, but it's definitely like everybody is like pandemic topics for the and everything.
1:12:47
· So yeah, Patrick is 32. We just went to Disneyland to celebrate his 30th birthday because we were supposed to do that in July 2020.
1:12:54
· That's not happening.
1:13:03
· So there are ten of us in our family and we all went to Disneyland to celebrate his 30th and it was pretty awesome and he had a pretty wonderful time.
1:13:05
· But yeah, it's, I think five thing that I would want you to all take away.
1:13:16
· You've heard wonderful things about what children with disabilities are like your classroom.
1:13:22
· And when I have students with autism in my classroom, those are my kids.
1:13:25
· I think every teacher develops a bond with a certain type of child based on personal experience.
1:13:30
· And for me, it's really any kid with an eye. I see my kids and I get it.
1:13:36
· I know what this looks like. You tell me what you want and we do this.
1:13:41
· But if the kid has autism, I'm even more okay.
1:13:44
· Just give them all to me. And when you take those kids, if they're kids.
1:13:48
· But I know if they're kids with I don't know what's going to work for them.
1:13:54
· That's okay. Just roll with it.
1:13:58
· Because really, if that's the case with that kid, you've just been a constant presence in their life and being a positive presence is what they need.
1:14:00
· I have now met so many more siblings of people with disabilities.
1:14:10
· It's kind of like I have a magnet that says, I get it.
1:14:15
· It's also like that with that parents, I feel like all the kids at my school who have lots of parents have helped find me.
1:14:18
· I hope you get this. Kids who grow up with people with disabilities are a different type of child.
1:14:23
· They are older, they are more mature. They have more experience than you do, and they have a different perspective as well.
1:14:30
· And it's a valid one and it's an important one and it's to find out how they have to find their way.
1:14:39
· Yeah, yeah, yeah. And up until last night, we were hoping that Violet was going to be here as well, because she's an amazing, amazing sibling.
1:14:47
· Yeah. So we'll have Violet next year. Well, we'll make sure, because she is really.
1:15:02
· We've watched her grow from a little girl to this unbelievable advocate surrogate for her sister.
1:15:06
· So I think that's a really important point that you bring we talk a lot about over the years.
1:15:13
· Yeah, she's an extraordinary, extraordinary young woman.
1:15:16
· So, Linda. Okay, let me talk about the my name is Linda and.
1:15:20
· I spent 26 years in education, 13 as a teacher, 13 years as a teacher, and 13 years as an administrator.
1:15:25
· And I started off at one point, and after two or three years, which is not a fun task,
1:15:31
· was just go and check it out parent teacher and totally wasn't in the job description or my first assignment.
1:15:41
· So I got transferred to another school and they got it's a very high performing school and they have this program called Inclusion.
1:15:48
· I was like, I have no idea what that is. I have no background in special education.
1:15:54
· So I made it my, my life's work there was to what is that?
1:15:58
· So, you know, I go to classrooms and I see different students with all, all, all different disabilities.
1:16:02
· A student here is student here, a student. And they typically have a virtual assistant with them.
1:16:08
· And then there was an inclusion teacher.
1:16:13
· So it took me the most of that first year to kind of get my feet on the ground and to find out what that what that program was about.
1:16:15
· And I knew fairly quickly that the teacher who was in charge of the inclusion program was not the right person for that job,
1:16:23
· because I thought it could be so much more than what I was saying.
1:16:31
· I was looking it looked to me like babysitting.
1:16:35
· And I thought, you know, I think our expectations were way down here and they needed to be way up here.
1:16:37
· So surprise to me, Brett, my son and his girlfriend, let's say they got pregnant.
1:16:45
· I remember he told me we were driving, so I was driving someplace in his pickup truck and he said, I just wanted to tell you something.
1:16:52
· Correct? You do. You're going to be a grandmother. I was like, what? And I said, I bet I don't I don't know how I feel about that right this moment.
1:16:57
· I'm not ready to be a grandparent. And so we but we were very excited and we had our little Savannah.
1:17:07
· She was she was seven weeks early and out of precaution.
1:17:13
· They put her in the Nikko and she contracted meningitis in May and the nickel which went undetected, which destroyed the left half of the brain.
1:17:18
· So that's where our story started. I mean, you know, she was this absolutely incredibly beautiful baby.
1:17:27
· But she talk about change to 25 year old lives from, hey, you know, we got out of college or part you know,
1:17:33
· we're just living the good life and all of a sudden there's this and then how are we going to navigate this as a family?
1:17:43
· You can see that one side of her head that probably was about two and a half months after she was born, and that was after she had the shot put in.
1:17:51
· Because when you have a void in any place in your body, if you have an organ removed, the body's going to replace with something in the brain.
1:18:00
· It increases the fluid and the fluid puts pressure on the rest of the brain.
1:18:08
· So when she got transferred over to UC Davis life, you know, life like doctors and nurses from for mercy, it was pretty dire.
1:18:12
· And they they talk about her brain being so switched, you know, like hearing this, like, you know, and they said it's it's it's it's not good.
1:18:22
· And they said they should have told you that she was going to need a shot and should have it done sooner.
1:18:32
· So we had all this, you know, it's a lot of information taken.
1:18:38
· And I'm you know, I'm an adult and my two kids are trying to figure this out and they're amazing parents.
1:18:42
· But that started that saga. What are we going to do? And you have you know, you have quite a few services, you know, up until three years of age.
1:18:49
· And she very quickly lost the ability to eat.
1:18:56
· She has a make you body. You know, she sped through that.
1:18:59
· She gets she doesn't swallow. She'll she'll choke on her own saliva.
1:19:03
· So she's a very high risk for aspirating and lots of lots of medical stuff.
1:19:06
· She doesn't move much at all.
1:19:13
· She moves ahead. She will laugh at the darndest things.
1:19:16
· Baby cries anywhere near her. She gets this big belly laugh.
1:19:20
· That's the funniest thing. Should have brought her over when she was young.
1:19:24
· And I always say, you know, it's all I know she has bionic hearing.
1:19:30
· Her hearing is extraordinary. She will always be considered having 2020 vision, which she does.
1:19:34
· So she'll never be visually impaired. But what you have to understand is that her brain has no idea what it is she's looking at.
1:19:40
· So, you know, in those moments where we need some comic relief, we talked about, well, I know people that have half a brain.
1:19:48
· You know, they have you know, if you're an adult and you lose a part of your brain,
1:19:56
· you already have all that learning and so you can compensate for it.
1:19:59
· In her case. No, no, because she didn't have any of that.
1:20:04
· So she this whole situation has been rugged and sometimes brutal.
1:20:08
· We tried preschool, we tried kindergarten.
1:20:16
· And they put her in in places that were not appropriate and were semi.
1:20:20
· Not safe because other kids. Ramone she's not and children will be curious.
1:20:25
· And there were children also children with some disabilities.
1:20:30
· And they you know, they're curious, but they they can be rough and she can defend herself.
1:20:33
· So that's my son. And we can't do that with her analysis.
1:20:36
· And she's I'll just give it. She should be 17 in jail. So a child like Savannah is was not expected to live.
1:20:41
· And we have that neurologist who told us that she just take her home, she's going to die.
1:20:48
· And that's why I got frantic calls, Lindsey at school and I was like, I'll be there.
1:20:54
· You know, I'm in Arden Park, and I drove to Folsom, you know, a hundred miles an hour.
1:20:58
· And I said, We cannot have this if we have to have some doctor who who gives us some shred of hope, some something that we can hang on to.
1:21:03
· And I said, I am not going to stand for a doctor saying that he how does he know?
1:21:13
· So he is. UC Davis has been great at Shriners because the neurologists at UC Davis, they they said, you know what?
1:21:18
· We what we know is that we don't know how much she hears you, how much she on any sort of understanding.
1:21:25
· But she definitely recognizes her mom's voice. Your dad's voice.
1:21:33
· She recognizes my voice.
1:21:36
· She has a younger brother who, for all intents and purposes, is really an only child because he doesn't have a sibling that he can interact with.
1:21:37
· So he certainly knows when he is 70, we call her severely when she's when she is, even though she's nonverbal.
1:21:45
· If there's something wrong,
1:21:52
· you're going to know by the look on her face or a sound that she'll make and she'll just be you can just tell she's just there's something wrong.
1:21:54
· She can't tell you that her stomach hurts or whatever it is. Lindsey went out of her way.
1:22:02
· Redlands you are not together. And that happens to a lot of couples, but they co-parent really, really well.
1:22:06
· I'm really proud of them for that. But they have given her as many experiences as they possibly could give her.
1:22:12
· Um, gosh, it's hard for me to look at this, but she's changed so much because okay.
1:22:18
· Because she's not weight bearing. There's a whole host of medical problems from that.
1:22:23
· So she has no hip sockets. So to to move her, you got to move her, certainly.
1:22:28
· Otherwise, the femur the femur comes out of the socket.
1:22:33
· And I can only imagine how painful that would be to how that happen.
1:22:37
· And she's got scoliosis, that is it goes all different directions, which is lived all her internal organs.
1:22:41
· So she has one functioning kidney. She has only 40% lung capacity.
1:22:47
· However, I know it sounds like, oh, my gosh, oh, my gosh. Well, but she's not moving.
1:22:54
· She's not running around. So 40% lung capacity is sufficient to keep to keep her going.
1:22:59
· One of the many times we're at the hospital with I don't know, things that she's out she's a she's in medical books.
1:23:05
· They have studied her. And, you know, Lindsey and Bret really liked that because they said perhaps that will be what helps some other job.
1:23:12
· So I know people are always curious. Was there a lawsuit? Yes, there was a lawsuit and they referred to her as yet the attorney for the hospital.
1:23:19
· I was like, I'm going to hurt you. I couldn't do it.
1:23:29
· The trial went on for like three weeks. I was like for three days I couldn't stand it.
1:23:33
· It was like it was reliving, you know, a horrible story that kept calling her it.
1:23:37
· And I was like, oh, my gosh. And they did settle for when that jury went out, Lindsey and Bret tried to settle for a just a direct cash settlement,
1:23:42
· which was way less than what they were going to give them. They found out afterwards.
1:23:53
· But when you get a big settlement in a malpractise suit like that,
1:23:57
· you don't say you get $50,000, you don't get the $50,000, you get this, it's a certain amount.
1:24:02
· And if they die, that that it's all goes away.
1:24:09
· So they don't ever get all of that. So the jurors did come up to my side and say, we were prepared to give you 50 to $60000 million,
1:24:12
· million, I'm sorry, five or $6 million for what happened to her,
1:24:19
· because all the medical records really show that how they paid attention to the fact that she couldn't keep she couldn't maintain her temperature,
1:24:24
· she stopped eating. You know, she was lethargic. There were many, many signs that something was seriously wrong.
1:24:32
· All she really needed was antibiotics, projectile vomiting.
1:24:38
· Oh, yeah, oh, yeah. Projectile vomiting. They said you're just an overwrought mother.
1:24:42
· Babies do that, you know, don't worry about it. But that's usually the side of a head injury.
1:24:46
· What's like I mean, we're talking over to you and that's no way.
1:24:50
· He's as sweet now as he was then. He's going to Jesuit next year.
1:24:57
· Now these kids got to be so old. I know that. Anyway, so there were a lot of things that they missed.
1:25:01
· And, you know, when those records are put up on the screen in the courtroom for you to look at it, it's like this is so tragic.
1:25:06
· And like my son always said, he said the whole purpose for them in the lawsuit really wasn't about the money.
1:25:12
· It was for them to change their protocol of how they you know, those kids in the nick,
1:25:17
· you if you've got not enough nursing in there, you need other people in there be.
1:25:22
· This was simply missed or dismissed.
1:25:25
· And and I didn't know until probably just last year that they they said that when she was in, and yet she had to be resuscitated more than once.
1:25:29
· Oh, I didn't even know that. And I said, oh, my gosh, I hope I can take much more.
1:25:38
· She's currently not in school. Service has come to her.
1:25:43
· Um, music therapy. She loves music therapy.
1:25:47
· Was that was the first thing that started her make sounds.
1:25:50
· Well, you know, so I was like, c c nobody thought that was even possible.
1:25:54
· She can make sounds that's, you know, it's it's like, you know, it's my son says he says it's just like she got a degree in physics.
1:25:59
· She can make sound. She can, you know, she can smile and she can do those things.
1:26:06
· So we celebrate all those little teeny, tiny moments. And music therapy consistently is a battle for for families to get music therapy.
1:26:10
· It is a battle. It is a battle. And and so.
1:26:22
· So I'm at the school that has this inclusion program, and I have this granddaughter and I'm like had a whole completely different perspective
1:26:26
· when I went into an IEP and what I had to I would talk a little bit about Savannah,
1:26:33
· you know, not that I was trying to, you know, oh, look at me. It wasn't about that.
1:26:41
· It was it was for those parents to understand, okay, I'm not the parent.
1:26:45
· I'm one step removed from that. I get it. I get it.
1:26:49
· And so when we were recess things, you know, I would say to the program specialist manager, why can't we have this?
1:26:52
· What what does this cost? You know, and one time it was for a student.
1:26:59
· They needed some kind of a special thing that would over the screen of the computer.
1:27:02
· And I said, Well, how much is that? It says, $50. I said, Done what?
1:27:05
· What else? I said, Seriously, specialists, I'm going to pay for that.
1:27:09
· And the music thing, I felt for that for a long time. And I said, and I, you know, I became a real advocate.
1:27:13
· So parents became they felt comfortable that I was there.
1:27:18
· I never missed anything.
1:27:21
· In fact, as the years went on, we had that I don't know what say stands for, but especially at the end for actually special education information.
1:27:22
· Yeah. Well, system. Yeah. And guess what? Principals aren't allowed to get it though.
1:27:32
· And I was like, I got that special and I said, I want it there.
1:27:39
· And they said, Well, you can't go in there. You can't. I said, I'll change anything. I won't be able to read these eyepiece.
1:27:42
· I have the all these children at my school that have ideas and I want to read these.
1:27:48
· And they said, Really? And they open it up to principals and that and I thought, was that so difficult?
1:27:52
· Was that too much to ask? Because I took a vested interest and it was you know, it was personal to me and, you know,
1:27:57
· and so I made it a point of knowing those kids, knowing what their disabilities were, syndromes I'd never heard of.
1:28:03
· I would talk to Inclusion Teacher and I do have information on that, but I want to know what that is and what do we need for that.
1:28:09
· So whether there's more things we need in the bathroom or different set up in the bathroom or whatever it is, lunch, whatever.
1:28:14
· So yeah, so it it's about it has been.
1:28:21
· I think that's Ashley's. Yeah, yeah, yeah. She doesn't go out now because it's too hard to move her because of the, the legs and, and all of that.
1:28:26
· And she's just more comfortable at home and in her own little world, and she loves that.
1:28:35
· It's really hard. She likes that. K You can't to sing and if you can play the same thing over and over, she loves it, loves it.
1:28:41
· But you know Lindsey always dresses her cute and she her teeth are like that because her tongue doesn't know what it's doing.
1:28:51
· So it's always pushing, pushing, pushing. And her mouth has become deformed and her body certainly is is deformed.
1:28:59
· And now she's going through puberty. She's gone through puberty.
1:29:06
· And, you know, my son always goes sometimes Lindsey forgets to tell me that she's on her period.
1:29:10
· And I you know, because she's a like herself, obviously, it will be forever.
1:29:16
· And it goes that's always a surprise in a world that hands on he's he's taking care of her and um, but she's she's very, very happy.
1:29:19
· And Lindsey said that's that's their goal now as parents.
1:29:29
· And it has been for quite some time. We want her to be happy. And Lesley said, when I had a child, I didn't want that child to ever leave me.
1:29:33
· And she said, I got my wish. She will never leave me.
1:29:40
· She will never know. Mean kids, mean girls, mean boys, you know, bullying.
1:29:43
· She'll never know any of that. Somebody just last night asked me about, you know, she said, don't you think she's kind of an angel?
1:29:48
· And I said, Well, as a matter of fact, we do.
1:29:56
· If you believe an angel, as in when she was younger, we would go they would take her to like a petting zoo.
1:29:58
· All the animals would come and stand next around her.
1:30:04
· They would crowd around her and stay there. They wouldn't go to the other kids.
1:30:07
· And other little kids always want to be around her.
1:30:11
· Not that she could interact with them, but somehow they have some sort of feeling, some connection, some something.
1:30:15
· And he comes to the bridge. Yeah. And one of the powerful things I know that Lindsay said to me and it just it's so simple, yet it was so profound.
1:30:23
· I thought this she said, you know, parents, other adults will always say to me, what's wrong with her?
1:30:32
· And she said, you know, she says, but Lindsay can be a little bit of a smart ass just like, oh, gosh, did she speed up?
1:30:41
· What what? There's no the children will always say what happened to her.
1:30:48
· But big difference. And children are very curious about what happened to her.
1:30:54
· And they you know, so she's the oldest of eight grandchildren.
1:30:58
· And those eight grandchildren all get around her.
1:31:01
· And they you know, they've had her. Now, that's a you know, is raising those little pygmy goats.
1:31:04
· And, you know, she's looking at that. But, you know, when Joe was born and he you know, they have him 17 months after,
1:31:09
· when they told me they were pregnant again, I was like, oh, dear God, no.
1:31:17
· How could we have enough things going on here? Same Patrick, that same response?
1:31:20
· Well, I mean, I thought, you know, we had enough to deal with because she was in the hospital,
1:31:28
· and that was so it was so intense and that it was the best thing that could have happened.
1:31:31
· Because oftentimes in being an administrator and seeing families with a special needs child,
1:31:35
· a number of them have that child has special needs and they don't have any other children.
1:31:41
· And that becomes their normal. And I'm not saying that that's wrong.
1:31:46
· I'm just saying that that sometimes you try to open their eyes to something bigger, something different, something more so that it can be hard,
1:31:50
· because sometimes, unfortunately, we have fit children with certain disabilities into little boxes and they can be so much more than that.
1:31:59
· And so I, I always tell teachers, I to tell teachers we we need to celebrate every single minute that you get that child in class.
1:32:08
· And if they come and they don't have a mismatched outfit on or whatever it is,
1:32:18
· know that there was a whole lot of effort going on at home to get that together,
1:32:21
· for that child to be there for you to have the honor of working with them.
1:32:26
· And you can make a difference in ways that you might never, ever see.
1:32:30
· But, you know, we keep you know, and I would you say, tell me what you need to know what you need.
1:32:35
· I'll get it for you if there's something that's lacking in the classroom. So, you know, just know that that's, you know, it's a tough job.
1:32:40
· I mean,
1:32:47
· we have probably 12 instructional assistants at our school and the one inclusion teacher and she was a saint as she just retired this last year.
1:32:49
· Um, yeah, but yeah, there are some like today she got the looks like that and you know, it's,
1:32:57
· it's funny people always talk about, you know, giving to someone else or paying for everything.
1:33:03
· That's Lindsay. She she especially allows Savannah's hair to grow and she has unbelievably thick.
1:33:10
· Yeah you can get your fingers in and she'll build a funny talent show.
1:33:17
· It's a sure way to get stuff is on.
1:33:20
· She'll cut it off and she sends it to lots of love so even Savannah can give to another child and do something for someone else.
1:33:21
· So never underestimate that piece. I mean, I think it's, you know, to go and work in special ed I think is is amazing.
1:33:29
· And Darren Chester I wouldn't say that there wasn't.
1:33:39
· And there's days where you're going to think, why, why am I doing this?
1:33:43
· But just know that you are making a difference.
1:33:47
· My daughter started out as an inclusion teacher at autism specifically, and she's now she did it for four or five years.
1:33:49
· Now she's out supervising teachers and she's enjoying that piece of it.
1:33:58
· She said she you know, I hear sometimes the things that she says I that she was listening to me.
1:34:04
· Yeah, I've always say this. The older they get, the smarter we become.
1:34:10
· Yeah. Yeah, exactly. Yeah. But I think Savannah was an impetus for her.
1:34:15
· She was always she majored in she came to eight.
1:34:20
· She majored in, I don't know, marketing and public relations and all this business.
1:34:23
· And then I think she just she found no joy really in that.
1:34:27
· And, you know, and then being with Savannah and trying to help Lindsey and Brett with her, um, and now this, like,
1:34:31
· I'm, I'm going to get my credential and she came back and enrolled in the credential program and the rest is history.
1:34:39
· But, you know, Savannah, you know, when you go to when you go to court with a child like this, there's a lawsuit.
1:34:46
· You've got people that are experts in life expectancy.
1:34:51
· That's really tough to hear because her injuries, the injury, the brain injury,
1:34:56
· what it manifests itself in every single other organ in her body is it's horrific.
1:35:02
· And they you know, you hear them put up, put up starting in day to your child's life,
1:35:08
· you know, because most of these children don't live past four, 13, 14, 15.
1:35:15
· So Lindsey has stopped celebrating birthdays. And and while I wish she wouldn't do I mean, at least.
1:35:19
· With a huge group of people and then with COVID. Oh, let me tell you about COVID.
1:35:25
· Everybody in that household got COVID better as a compromise issue because when they told me that they were all sick with COVID,
1:35:29
· I was like, you know, I was preparing for this. Is it gonna take her?
1:35:38
· This will she will be able to survive this cough.
1:35:43
· So she got a little gravelly in her to get a little dry later.
1:35:47
· And, you know, and, you know, they said she's being protective, the little angel that we have, you know.
1:35:52
· So, yeah, we were really shocked about that.
1:35:57
· She's she's healthy and now she's off pretty much all medication she had,
1:36:00
· you know, when she was a baby, she would have 150 seizures in a day or an hour.
1:36:06
· I forget it was just a horrific thing and it had steroid treatments which stopped it.
1:36:10
· And she was on anti-seizure medication for years and years and years until they had a huge workup, probably three or four years ago at USF.
1:36:14
· And the doctors there, bless her heart, told them I should probably have been overmedicated her entire life.
1:36:22
· And Lindsey and I felt really guilty about that.
1:36:28
· And I said, let's just stop right there, because you did the best you made the best decisions you can make with the information that you got.
1:36:30
· So don't second guess yourself. You have done everything possible to make her life good.
1:36:37
· So she's and now Lindsey just purees food and puts it right through the mickey button and she's
1:36:43
· healthy this child's never had any kind of junk food she's she's never been out with sun actually.
1:36:49
· So so she has porcelain white skin. She's just beautiful.
1:36:55
· She has no blemish and go up and she has that incredible hair.
1:36:59
· But yeah, she purees everything for her and she just gets regular feminine and she does a lot of holistic stuff and has kept her healthy.
1:37:04
· We talked about getting back to your son's job.
1:37:11
· We talked last week about medicinal marijuana and the effects on and Sanjay Gupta just did this,
1:37:15
· his like seventh or eighth special on marijuana and autism and marijuana and seizures.
1:37:24
· And they all know about Miranda and Linda knows about the story of Miranda because she followed along was I was supporting Miranda,
1:37:31
· who also has exceeded life expectancy.
1:37:39
· And you cannot tell me and I've said this to my own class that it isn't this support group and the families and
1:37:45
· the children and the the the cousins and the larger community that defies what medicine says is their expectancy.
1:37:51
· So yeah, so I gets she gets CBD oil rubbed on her gums every night and that helps to relax.
1:38:05
· You see, her hands are kind of what you call that is that clonic.
1:38:10
· Yes. When they do that, it's like a contraption and they have the races on them and stuff.
1:38:15
· But it's I don't, you know, it'll never be. Well it's normal yet.
1:38:20
· What she has is normal, but the CBD oil allows her to relax her body a little bit.
1:38:25
· So she's not in that state like that.
1:38:30
· And so yeah, they're, they've tried a number of different things and the CBD oil has worked really well for her, for her to relax at night.
1:38:33
· She doesn't really sleep. She just, just kind of in a twilight.
1:38:40
· I mean, she's never really sound asleep. Yeah, completely relaxed. She's also not running around soccer game.
1:38:45
· So yeah, she loves to be. I read books to her still and doctor said to the neurologist that just keep doing that, read to her, sing to her.
1:38:51
· She remembers of stupid songs that I sang when she was a baby.
1:38:59
· So yeah, we don't know how much that that part of her brain really takes in that I'm going to air on the slide and she does know something,
1:39:03
· she does understand, she doesn't remember. And the trick and that is respecting her.
1:39:12
· Yes, that's respecting all that she has brought to your family.
1:39:17
· And I really appreciate you saying that, you know,
1:39:21
· that she really has contributed in her very unique way to medicine and to our understanding protocols for doctors, lots of love.
1:39:25
· She does have amazing hair. So in many respects, you know, don't we all kind of go, wait, she's maybe done more than I've done of who contributed.
1:39:36
· So we're all kind of. Yeah, yeah. I got pancreatitis a couple of times.
1:39:47
· Yeah. And not there. Not sure why, but the doctors all said, oh my gosh, this is at a level of what killed an adult male.
1:39:51
· And they said, we don't even know how she's alive with this yet.
1:39:58
· And, you know, like I said, somebody is watching over it. Yeah.
1:40:03
· So yeah. So that's why she's in a lot of medical journals and stuff and hoping to help somebody else through her experience.
1:40:06
· And she will. Yeah. Now you get the opportunity to ask those.
1:40:15
· It's a lot. They're stories are I learn something new and every time I hear them the panelists.
1:40:26
· And what is such a joy for me is to hear as I talked about when we had our our video about
1:40:34
· Peter and I talked about some of the difficulties that I had as a classroom teacher.
1:40:45
· And I told them a story about a little guy that, you know,
1:40:50
· I lifted up on a roof that we couldn't get him down while I was student teacher, you know, so the good, the bad, the ugly.
1:40:52
· But it is the real, the the it's this was a decision I made.
1:40:59
· This is a decision we made in the family. In hindsight, I wish we all done that.
1:41:04
· But it is extraordinary that you are willing to share the journey that you have been on with family.
1:41:11
· And this is their opportunity because the majority of them are going to be generally teachers.
1:41:19
· And I said I always tell them that I'm not looking for you to all convert to special education teachers.
1:41:23
· I've got a couple that I think I have converted. That's good.
1:41:28
· But I want you to be the best general education teachers that are inclusive and go, Oh yeah, I'm a child within it.
1:41:32
· And then there's there's the talk. Your gardener will be just on your shoulder going, Well, go.
1:41:39
· I don't know. And I've always said, I don't care if you ever say I don't know really what to do.
1:41:45
· Please do that. Yeah. Please ask your principal or supervisors questions, but I'm there for you.
1:41:53
· I never, you know, would I would tell teachers and teachers I would say,
1:41:59
· I am not going to be I'm not going to think that you don't know everything because I don't know everything.
1:42:02
· Nobody knows everything. So please ask me questions before you blunder into something that gets bigger than it needed to be.
1:42:07
· Ask me questions. That's when you don't ask questions, you hear little ticks off about it.
1:42:13
· Yeah, well, we always tell people that we're training for. Show me that.
1:42:17
· Do what you would want someone to do to you.
1:42:21
· And if you don't think that would be cool for someone to do that to you, that don't do that to someone else.
1:42:24
· And so as we've had different people assisting us and you know, they'll say, oh,
1:42:30
· she was really bad because this happened and you know, like we needed to change her.
1:42:34
· So we later down on the floor of the bathroom at the park, it's like, well, do you want to lay down on the bathroom floor in the park?
1:42:40
· Or if we need to change her? Well, yes, but she could stand up.
1:42:49
· So why don't you change your good idea? You know, think.
1:42:52
· Just thinking really practically.
1:42:56
· Like, sometimes it's there's some kind of, like, magic that people think that you have to know, like all these really specific things.
1:42:59
· My daughter has a G2 and um, and so it's always really scary.
1:43:06
· Like, you know, we're going to give her A to B and then people do it.
1:43:10
· They're like, that was it. And you know, he's like, you have to have a nurse that are calm and observe and see what happens.
1:43:14
· Reality is, it's just very basic physics and taking care of children with disabilities just takes a willingness.
1:43:20
· It's like any person or parent or family member, you know,
1:43:32
· if you remember anything I said when I got back that piece about Hope, don't take that away from parents that their child can.
1:43:35
· Whatever the small thing is, are the big things that they can do. You know, always, always have that have parents walk away,
1:43:43
· that there is hope that their child is going to be able to to do something, to be something.
1:43:50
· And, you know, Savannah has far exceeded what we ever thought of what doctors in the beginning told us.
1:43:54
· And I went to, you know, if if people were stupid or they were saying she's going to needle and she's going to do this.
1:44:01
· And I was like, okay, these people are geniuses. Well, they're going to do this.
1:44:06
· You know, at the break, I was you know, the kids went out and I was there with the program people.
1:44:10
· I said, you know what, we get it. She's not going to Stanford.
1:44:14
· So all this this is what she's going to be on her knees and she's going to do all this stuff.
1:44:19
· I said, she's not. So that's giving them some sort of false hope.
1:44:23
· Let's be realistic about what's going to go on in IEP and what she actually can
1:44:28
· do with the limitations that she has because she has some abilities and let's,
1:44:33
· you know, teeny tiny let's capitalize on that. Don't don't have parents walk out of your meetings with defeated and there's no hope and you don't
1:44:38
· think that their child can do something her what's the word that I told you to always end your.
1:44:47
· Yes, yes, yes, yes. Thank you.
1:44:54
· My work is done for the teachers to I teach secondary you have standards that you teach how
1:44:58
· to accomplish this this and that's maybe you got kids those are standards and that's fine.
1:45:06
· It doesn't matter. Joey knows. But I want you to know about dinosaurs that kind of that's fine heebie jeebies goal was to be able to participate.
1:45:13
· Conversation and have ideas. And share those ideas with the other kids at his school.
1:45:21
· That's a great day. It doesn't matter. Your content at the end of the day is not the most important thing, and you have to be okay with that.
1:45:27
· You know, one thing I fail to mention, too,
1:45:35
· that I was at a jungle elementary school and parents of the generalized students, lots of times they come to me and say,
1:45:36
· don't ever let that inclusion program lead here, because I'm not sure who gets the best,
1:45:43
· the most benefit, whether it's my jungle ed student or the special education students.
1:45:48
· But she said, I'll tell you, my child comes home and talks about how they helped this child or they got to be the person who got to help.
1:45:52
· And they said it's made a huge impact on them and then accepting and acknowledging differences.
1:46:01
· A little story about that is I talked last week. I told you the story about Mary.
1:46:09
· Remember the Mary and the little and Linda knows Mary went to school and Mary,
1:46:15
· when she got to high school, went back to her kindergarten classroom and that was her internship.
1:46:22
· She then went back and that was her job training.
1:46:31
· She was helped the kindergarten in the sit with the same teacher was a kindergarten teacher in the same school and they called her Ms.
1:46:34
· Mary and she helped them with and Mary has Down syndrome.
1:46:41
· And those kindergarten didn't look at Mary as this is somebody who has Down syndrome.
1:46:45
· This was Ms. Mary who comes into our class and helps out.
1:46:50
· And she she sat with the reading group. No, she couldn't read, but those kids were reading.
1:46:53
· But she then she was stern. Yes, she was she she was very officious.
1:46:59
· Yeah. Yeah. And she took her job very seriously.
1:47:06
· And they they were high, but they were they asked me and they didn't think I was going to take a course.
1:47:09
· You can, she can come here. What do you want her to do. Yeah. What what can we set up?
1:47:13
· I mean, why is it we have to talk about great things, you know, pay it forward?
1:47:17
· She had a wonderful experience there. And and then she went back was great.
1:47:22
· I think Julia had a question. I have a question.
1:47:27
· It's kind of from a I've worked for that particular student for now, for five years.
1:47:30
· I was the parent in the resource classroom.
1:47:35
· And now I have to move around and I'm kind of in peace with this mom for support.
1:47:39
· And it they seem to want to shut down IEP rather quickly.
1:47:46
· Well, this this is what we're doing. Bam, bam, bam, bam, bam.
1:47:51
· And the mom. Oh, well, what about this? Oh, well, this is what we're doing.
1:47:55
· How do you from an administrator point of view or advice for me or the mom, how do you say, wait, no, we need more time?
1:47:59
· Because they're all like, Oh, it's an hour. We have to go now. Yeah.
1:48:11
· And they're just like, okay, I just need to be signed in a moment.
1:48:16
· If she needs to take that home and look at it, they look at me as if I some sort of natural.
1:48:18
· But that's okay. Well, I mean, at an I think correct me if I'm wrong because you're more first than I am.
1:48:23
· Isn't everybody supposed to be hard? Yeah, everybody has input and their parents are getting you know that.
1:48:30
· Then if you're being an advocate for that, mom,
1:48:38
· don't you think it's appropriate for her to say that we need a well, you just say that this was a great part.
1:48:40
· One of the four parts. Okay. Yeah. Look, tomorrow I'm on my part six and we have an agenda for the next meeting.
1:48:46
· Yeah. Yeah. So some of it is taking power back in the piece is is flipping the conversation to be more of a person
1:48:55
· centered plan versus what's convenient for okay you know to stay on script because there and I
1:49:04
· the beauty of it is that that's individualized that's what I that we're going to be transitioning
1:49:11
· junior high to high school and that's the most exciting time that has to take one that's coming up.
1:49:15
· But 100%. No, you're right on track. All right. Yeah, I know.
1:49:20
· One thing I want to add, just from the standpoint of the other instructional is how the same issue.
1:49:24
· I'm in middle school, so I see it harder than when I did.
1:49:30
· T.K. or Elementary is when you have a lot of programs, have SDC classrooms where we don't segregate parents to see kids to a corner,
1:49:33
· to a table and just let them be because there's still not inclusion.
1:49:45
· Just because they're sitting in your classroom, put them mixed in.
1:49:49
· And that's the whole point of inclusion. And I'm finding that is what happens.
1:49:53
· I don't think I've ever had that.
1:49:57
· But where every where I work, every classroom, I mean, like, oh, you guys are over here, you're in this little section.
1:50:00
· I have a table and our kids don't work with other kids and except we eat.
1:50:06
· And that's because the kids bother to talk to our kids like.
1:50:10
· The point of inclusion is having them work and meet new people, not just work with me, they work with me every day and I want them to make friends.
1:50:15
· And that's like my biggest thing is to push out to all of you is when you have kids who are pushing and make sure that they're a part of it.
1:50:23
· And all of our teachers make the accommodations. You have to be able to figure it out.
1:50:30
· And not every 8 hours they're not all going to school and they just kind of sit there.
1:50:34
· And that's that's such a good point. Yeah. You will be the you are the supreme ruler of your classroom.
1:50:39
· And if you want to create spaces that are 100% there for when those when not
1:50:45
· those children with the children that are coming have special day classes,
1:50:51
· you you have a right to have a place for them that is already set up in a perfect world.
1:50:56
· In the world we're working towards is that if every student is a general education student and there is no such thing as a special
1:51:01
· education student because all students are just students and special ed is a service and should not necessarily be a place,
1:51:07
· then all students would have a place in the general classroom and the time they spend hours for a very specific purpose,
1:51:16
· because the law says that every child has the right to be in a setting with their peers unless they're removed for some reason.
1:51:23
· And that implies that everyone belongs by definition. And so you have an opportunity, a really cool one,
1:51:30
· when you get your first interview with or for your student teaching and they say, Do you have any more questions you could ask?
1:51:38
· Am I going to be in a place where I have an opportunity to include students?
1:51:44
· And that'll say a lot about you, especially if someone says that in an interview with me.
1:51:49
· They immediately rise to the. And there's a need.
1:51:54
· There's not like what Alison was, you know, that at the time they were there was pink slips.
1:52:00
· There is a shortage of teachers.
1:52:05
· So finding a place that I talked a lot this semester about goodness of fit, find a goodness of fit that works for you as well.
1:52:08
· You have an opportunity to say, you know, if you ask that question, what do you mean by inclusion?
1:52:16
· You know, there's the red flag, you know, to interview the principal.
1:52:23
· And yeah, schools are like Lynda, but many of them, you you know, that principal sets the tone.
1:52:27
· Understand that you work so much for. Talk it out if you want to do that.
1:52:34
· That's right. Well, you know, when you get into your first teaching assignment and I used to tell teachers of all time,
1:52:38
· because some of them would be afraid to say that they were going that, you know, they wanted to.
1:52:43
· And there was a sixth grade opening someplace else at the end of year. They want to move and they can't.
1:52:48
· Now, I said, no, it's not a life sentence, so you know, it's better to be someplace else.
1:52:51
· Then that's where you should go. I mean, I totally support that.
1:53:00
· And I think that you should you know, if you if it's not a right fit for you,
1:53:04
· if it's the principal or it's the grade level team or it's the whole ambiance or lack thereof at the school or support piece,
1:53:07
· look around because there's lots of openings everywhere, all levels and administrators as well.
1:53:17
· Yep, yep. Question Yes. So I work at a montessori school and I have a genius assistant just a little bit louder.
1:53:23
· Okay. I work at a montessori school system and at my school is like a shortstop.
1:53:32
· Edge of Tears, right? And I am normally used to working with students who have disabilities.
1:53:38
· So like work, I think it's something that's more of like my expertize.
1:53:46
· But I often work with other spaces, but students have like my keys or file I don't exactly know about.
1:53:52
· It is for like small periods of time, more like 15 minutes, like an hour.
1:53:59
· Can you give me some advice on like those like small interactions with those students and how it can best aid them?
1:54:03
· Because I don't exactly know their situation and I'm exposed to like short periods of time.
1:54:11
· How about the maximum effect in their environment?
1:54:17
· So you said you're having to work with students that you don't really know what their situation is like.
1:54:21
· It might be like working with a teacher for X amount of time to get assignments, kind of stuff done in the classroom.
1:54:26
· I'll have to work with those students and I would like to know if there's any,
1:54:31
· like general advice I can give to something like, you know, treat them like a normal person because that's my goal.
1:54:35
· But if they have more specific needs that I'm not aware about, how can I navigate them without knowing how to do any?
1:54:41
· So I think I move because I tend I work in my designated classroom, but we do have to ask to see classrooms.
1:54:51
· And more often than not, just because like. For whatever I feel better with the kids are teenagers and my kids.
1:54:59
· So oftentimes at the costume store, I don't know anything. I don't know anything in there.
1:55:08
· I teach in the class next door. But if they're having a break down, they're having a kid who has problems.
1:55:12
· Oftentimes they'll call me over. I don't know what's in their I you just talk to them.
1:55:17
· Just, you know how they're going to talk to any child. You don't have to know what's in their eyes.
1:55:21
· You don't have to know what's going on in their background. Just get down.
1:55:25
· And oftentimes a kid just wants to talk to you or whatever it is that you need.
1:55:29
· You know, if it's safe, get down on their level. Sometimes just in your face helps if you're meeting a new child or a new person,
1:55:34
· but you don't have to know what's inside anyone's IEP or unless it's like you
1:55:43
· don't even know what's in their face unless you're in that on a regular basis.
1:55:50
· And it's okay to ask. Yeah. You get an excellent teacher who works for them the most and is there specific strategies or things that you use,
1:55:55
· you know, at work so that I can replicate that and the time that I have kids?
1:56:03
· So I would just I would presume confidence that you just presume that everything you're doing and saying is is understood until it's not.
1:56:09
· Because I know that I went to visit a classroom yesterday that has students with very significant disabilities.
1:56:18
· That's a special thing. Class. And I was talking to a young woman who is probably 17 and someone in the classroom said,
1:56:25
· you need to stand back away from her because she'll give you something she'll give me.
1:56:35
· They said, Oh, we'll show up. She might try to pull your hair or, you know, by you or punch you or something.
1:56:42
· And I said, Well, look, I'm used to that and so forth, but I know that I'm not going to step away from her.
1:56:48
· I'm going to talk to her. And I was like, Dude, it is true to you, like multiple parents.
1:56:57
· She's laughing and we had a good ten minute conversation.
1:57:02
· She didn't do anything. And I thought, this is this really resonated with me as people were.
1:57:07
· We were sending behavior things over to my daughter who was, you know,
1:57:13
· hitting people over the head with her drumsticks and trying to shove them in their ear.
1:57:16
· And they're like, wow, she's just out of control of her behaviors. It really was that she wanted to be talked to.
1:57:20
· And a person like a person who was confident, she was tired of people talking to her like a baby.
1:57:25
· You know, she wanted she wanted respect, really is what she wanted.
1:57:29
· And and I really felt that yesterday with the woman I was talking to, she we had a very nice conversation with gestures and find that eye contact.
1:57:33
· But she didn't try to do anything aggressive to me at all.
1:57:44
· I thought that's the message that other people are getting and they're just saying it out loud.
1:57:47
· That's one of the things with behaviors is I've had a lot of people like oh,
1:57:53
· there is definitely is that if you show these kids that you're afraid of them or that they might, you know, do it.
1:57:56
· So oftentimes you do it a few times and they're done and over it because you don't react.
1:58:05
· That's probably the biggest don't react quickly or whatever to the hurt.
1:58:10
· Yeah. I mean, I've come home with bruises and hair ripped out with kids who you're down on the ground.
1:58:15
· It takes two people to get their hair up. Don't walk away.
1:58:21
· They will respect at the end of the day and home with friends.
1:58:25
· I'm not like in your face, but you know what I'm saying? Like, you'll build a relationship with them.
1:58:30
· I think people with disabilities too are really good judges of character.
1:58:37
· And I sometimes think the more significant the disability, the better judge the character they are growing up.
1:58:42
· If someone came over to the house that was Neil Patrick had a sixth sense, like, you're nice person.
1:58:50
· You could say, Well, yeah, we have a short story to start, but every out of the public would come over and not know what to do for it and not try.
1:58:55
· And anyway, just Jesse Patrick. Good. I'm going to try.
1:59:05
· I'm going to function. Even just kind of shut down in that way.
1:59:12
· And I want to say, like, I think the more significant the disability is, the better judge of character.
1:59:15
· So basically you're trying to they see you attempting. They're right.
1:59:20
· They'll try to get people. I was going to ask just for my knowledge in the future,
1:59:24
· as all family members and parents of these people in these meetings with teachers or specialists or
1:59:33
· I guess what are some things to look forward as far as trying to communicate with these families,
1:59:45
· all the things that have bothered you as far as tone or language or whatever it is, or what are some of the better ways to communicate with families?
1:59:53
· Oh, I can say for me, just because I had a teacher trying to take things out for my son this year was.
2:00:07
· His final thoughts on the beginning of the year. She knew nothing about him other than she wanted to work for the Franklin High School.
2:00:15
· So that bothered me and kind of set the tone of the beginning for me to not be
2:00:23
· receptive to what was going on with her not knowing how he reacts to things.
2:00:27
· And she was insistent. So I eventually just said, fine, do the work there anyway.
2:00:33
· But if reasonings or how she lives, she knew nothing.
2:00:39
· But maybe give a reason why, other than her example was that I also had when the first one in the sixth grade,
2:00:46
· they wanted to remove out of his Bible for his option to choose motion because he needs to do it.
2:00:53
· That's one of his things. He's downstairs in his chair all the time, and the reasoning behind it was What are middle school now?
2:01:00
· Go. You don't want to give kids the option to get up and move around or take a break.
2:01:08
· And I'm like, just because he's sixth grade,
2:01:13
· he still gets the option to take a break or to have movement because that is part of his disability, not just because he's a sixth grader.
2:01:16
· So just don't give these blanket things because all kids should be one way.
2:01:26
· Not all kids are the same. And remember, equity is not about everything being equal for everyone.
2:01:31
· And part of just like you talked about was the stigma of being called out is almost worse than giving accommodation.
2:01:39
· And so I actually talked to a teacher recently who was in a middle school class who do set up scenarios for anyone
2:01:47
· who needs to stand up and move around to go to the back of the class and have different options of movement.
2:01:57
· And knowing that there was one student who had that as an accommodation.
2:02:03
· And so setting a scenario to normalize something is very different than saying, kids, no,
2:02:07
· not everyone can go out to the back and jump rope because, you know, John King, John needs that for his, you know, the ability that anyone can.
2:02:14
· And, you know, in terms of just through universal design for learning and creating environments
2:02:23
· and abilities and ways to express yourself and all the different needs we have,
2:02:28
· we don't realize that by not having to have everything be so special.
2:02:32
· So the more we mix it up, the more lots of kids can be bullied.
2:02:36
· And so the pet peeve for me in meetings is, is do people end up.
2:02:41
· And what I mean by that is, is anyone, you know, feeling deep sorrow for us?
2:02:47
· You know, we we know what you have to go through every day.
2:02:55
· I understand the empathy, the wanting for to have empathy.
2:02:59
· But at the same time, I'm there to figure out what will work for my daughter.
2:03:03
· And and so there's a line between that of me being a saint and hero and me being a mom and anyone who's a mom,
2:03:11
· regardless of whether or not your kids have disabilities, you fight for that.
2:03:23
· And so I think, you know, this is a different level.
2:03:27
· But but just coming in again with that for student competence and and the best IP means we have for people that came in my daughter's pictures or
2:03:29
· across the wall these from the day she started there 4 to 5 years down the line on a person centered plan that said this is where she started.
2:03:40
· This is where we are and that's where we're going.
2:03:50
· And that's a very different scenario than saying, okay, page one for disability is in the reading off of disability.
2:03:54
· And in fact, in California recently we just did this whole vague workgroup about how to re completely
2:04:03
· reframe the IEP in California to have a standardized IEP that was not deficit driven.
2:04:09
· And the battle that's happening right now is that there's a whole faction of people who want that disability listed on the front page,
2:04:16
· and then another faction who said, it really doesn't matter what the disability is, it matters what that child needs.
2:04:26
· And by putting that disability on the front, you really go to some idea.
2:04:32
· And like I also said, one child with autism and one child of autism.
2:04:36
· And it looks very different and the needs are very different, just like with my daughter.
2:04:40
· And once you see intellectual disability, you've already presumed that she's not competent and that she cannot work.
2:04:44
· And why is that necessary? Because really what we're doing, she can.
2:04:50
· And even if she can't tell us what she knows, we still need to be pouring that information and her given that opportunity.
2:04:54
· It's really helpful as a junior teacher when I get my class.
2:05:02
· Plus at the beginning there's a little icon that tells me if that kid has an AP.
2:05:05
· But I don't see I just see their character ignite and strategies that will help them accommodations and modifications.
2:05:10
· But unless I go talk to a case manager, I never know what the diagnosis is.
2:05:17
· There are times when I go ask because I think I know. And if I do know that I can probably help more.
2:05:22
· But most of the time I don't know. I have fun parents who help guide me.
2:05:28
· I talk to the case manager and oftentimes that diagnosis rarely comes up.
2:05:33
· Most of the time it's me guessing that they could have just been having that check, and that was really helpful.
2:05:39
· And it's really helpful for all kids like that, not just students that I PS,
2:05:45
· I teach at a school where I get a lot of kids who have been suspended, sometimes expelled.
2:05:49
· They have a little I can't make your own judgment about the kid when you meet them, determine what they're like and go from there.
2:05:54
· You don't need to read all that information and have a presumption about them when they come in, especially at school that ever happened at all.
2:06:04
· Entry sticker changed quite a bit before they got to be in middle school.
2:06:13
· So that's kind of a temporary thing for any kid. Just meet the kid and hope that.
2:06:16
· Kids respond to different teachers. I mean, when I taught sixth grade, the fifth grade teachers write out dossiers.
2:06:25
· I swear I hear every single child and I read these.
2:06:30
· I would read them sporadically and then I read the child.
2:06:33
· I'm like, I have never seen anything like this.
2:06:36
· No, I stopped reading them because it was they changed so much and I was different than the teacher they had before.
2:06:40
· So, you know, you can make a huge difference.
2:06:47
· I know coming in sometimes we get it from kids, especially from nonpublic schools that are coming back to us.
2:06:52
· They are not accurate.
2:06:58
· I only we got brothers coming in telling us they were going to come in wearing overalls because they stripped naked, but they never did.
2:07:00
· And we were like, okay, all they had all this huge list of behaviors.
2:07:07
· A lot of it was they work and they came in and we got them early.
2:07:11
· And when they were still in fifth grade, just because they didn't know how to transition and it happened in the year to another school.
2:07:18
· So we actually had them three and a half years, which is great.
2:07:24
· They're twins, but they're nothing like I should judge those boys off of what we got on paper.
2:07:27
· We'd be running around the campus all over chasing each other, and that never happened.
2:07:35
· And they are they have a whole plan for what I was going to do, like, oh, we have to do this.
2:07:39
· I feel like the like but I mean, but like, what's on that paper isn't always accurate, but that's different from looking it with our accommodations.
2:07:49
· Are it right? Correct. Yes. Oh yeah. I know that we used to print off the accommodation, whatever that once she gets there that's critical.
2:07:59
· That's there. Yeah. Okay. So that's what I was trying to differentiate. But we would we would do that and we would give them to the teachers.
2:08:07
· And, you know, that's what we did. It was surprising how many people would say, oh my gosh, like I said, I work at yeah, my son goes to middle school.
2:08:14
· And when he got I was telling her he got what's called a reflection was sent to home because he wasn't disruptive to class.
2:08:26
· After I got all the information, I sat down with him because he shut down.
2:08:34
· He wasn't going to do his work. So I emailed the teacher, so I got this email from the principal.
2:08:38
· We're going to talk to him and that is when I said, okay, did you offer him a break?
2:08:44
· Well, no, I didn't feel he needed one. That's not what the Final Four says.
2:08:50
· It says you need to offer him one. It's not if you feel like you just want it, it's automatic.
2:08:53
· And I went through all the things I want. It took a really long time to respond.
2:08:59
· I knew she didn't qualify for it. And that's what we work there.
2:09:03
· Yeah. And then that's when the principal also said, when my son cried and he said, Well, this is inappropriate.
2:09:07
· Like there were so many things like that we're looking at like, I'm not going to make claims, but the teachers don't.
2:09:13
· And like you said, they get their list and then it's cleared away and we never look at it.
2:09:22
· And I've said it before and one of the reasons and it was at my son's school, I was very involved as a parent.
2:09:26
· Then they kind of said, Hey, you're here enough, but how about if you work in the resource classroom?
2:09:32
· And I was a perfect fit for me and I was just frustrated because there were these teachers that looked at me like long term care and I'm like,
2:09:38
· Oh, interesting, but you so just look at the sheets, you guys look.
2:09:49
· So you're not earning you guys, but it's imperative your parents are teacher like I give you hours in my room.
2:09:55
· Yeah. You probably spent more time with the kid than I know after a day.
2:10:02
· Yeah. So what you're saying goes not just to your kids that are in service or how it is.
2:10:06
· That's how all of my students, you go ahead and just click.
2:10:12
· You go ahead and tell me if someone in the office I mean, you're I have your brilliant special ed teacher that I work with just hand in hand.
2:10:16
· It's just when we deal with some of the other teachers that were just kind of like, I don't know why they're in my classroom.
2:10:23
· And I'm just like, oh, my gosh, really? The other cliche is never assume that a student knows what's on their IEP or it's on their.
2:10:30
· Yeah. And there is also a big commitment to have more student led, student driven ideas for kids who are able to really take in their own ideas.
2:10:39
· And then you think about it. Everything that that we're doing in education is really backward mapped to employment and community involvement, right?
2:10:48
· And so everything that we think about now that I wish I would have done a lot sooner is what does this look like when she's out of school?
2:10:59
· You know, are these the same? Is it that we're all going to look this way?
2:11:06
· And if if kids don't know what different accommodations are, then they go to college.
2:11:10
· They don't that they're not really accommodations because they're not they're not something that they cannot themselves advocate for.
2:11:15
· Which after you leave high school. There are no IOUs anymore.
2:11:21
· There's just hope that you can talk to your professors to explain what your disability is.
2:11:26
· What I want you to know is, is Christian just brought up a really important, important point.
2:11:31
· How many of you know that there are colleges for your universities all over this country that accept students with intellectual disabilities,
2:11:36
· autism, which today is World Autism Day.
2:11:45
· I'm sorry, I, I forgot to mention to you today that there are universities all over, including UC Davis, brand new UCLA.
2:11:47
· I advocated I think I'm out of my camera here. I advocated for I was with a student for four years and she went to the UCLA program.
2:11:59
· So we're seeing more and more there's one there is a one of the CSU's.
2:12:09
· That's one and one. Okay. So we you're seeing more and more of that.
2:12:14
· It used to be that they were two year programs. Now we're seeing more and more it's like, okay, well, if you want to replicate the college experience,
2:12:19
· then let's do give them the four year experience in the dorms.
2:12:28
· I mean, when Isabel got accepted to to UCLA, I bought her a you know, because I knew this with my own kids.
2:12:33
· You got when you buy the sweatshirt, you're committed, right?
2:12:41
· You get you get the shorts, the sweatshirt. You got the banners, you got the sticker for your car.
2:12:45
· You got you have committed. And I did that for her. And she lived in the dorm and then she worked.
2:12:50
· And it was extraordinary. So I want you to know that you're going to see more and more of that and more and more programs,
2:12:55
· because I want you to understand, especially for my middle school and secondary schools,
2:13:05
· that when parents say I want my child to go to college,
2:13:09
· I can't tell you how many IEPs I've set and where they kind of you can see the I's between the other people.
2:13:11
· Like this is like the denial.
2:13:18
· Remember I talked about denial that families are not in denial. Okay?
2:13:21
· And they'll get that look. And I'll say, Oh, I love that.
2:13:26
· And I start talking about all the programs like, Oh, I had no idea that that is even an option.
2:13:29
· And the final barrier to that has really been getting a regular high school diploma.
2:13:34
· So California still gives certificates of completion,
2:13:38
· which don't actually translate to being able to get employed by most employers because they're not high school.
2:13:41
· And so our students with more significant disabilities are graduating, doing all their coursework and everything and receiving a certificate.
2:13:47
· Starting in the next few years that's going to change. California is moving towards alternate diploma pathway,
2:13:55
· meaning that students that take the ultimate assessments will be able to qualify if they take the same courses,
2:14:03
· even if they're modified as and get the same amount of credits that they can get a regular high school diploma,
2:14:10
· even if you have significant intellectual disabilities. And that will be pretty game changing for some of the students that you couldn't
2:14:16
· even get in the door of Target because they don't have a high school diploma,
2:14:23
· which is the first question that you're asked. And that's I called Christian one time.
2:14:27
· I was I was on my way like the Central Valley, and I'm just like just at wit's end because I had a student at the high school
2:14:31
· that parents were advocating for her to be on the high school diploma track.
2:14:39
· The school saying, no way. Dr. Gardner convinced the parents there's no way she's you know, she can't.
2:14:43
· I'm calling Christian going when she was director of the state. Go and Kristen tell me how to navigate this.
2:14:47
· And she was like, I'd love to give you that magic. Here's what you say.
2:14:53
· Anyway, she did end up because the school team said they would work with it.
2:14:57
· I mean, and they but she is very it's very rare.
2:15:03
· So until we see this change, you know, it's going to be easy to say.
2:15:07
· But they think they on a diploma pathway, you need to say, isn't everyone on the block?
2:15:13
· Yeah. QUESTION Yes. As a like I've started subbing, you know, still in my bachelor's,
2:15:19
· but I've been in a couple classrooms now and pretty much every classroom I've been in,
2:15:27
· there's students who have ideas and some have more significant disabilities and others it's hard to see.
2:15:33
· Guys, I had one that was very significant and the attitude of the teachers in classrooms around me
2:15:40
· wasn't exactly supportive of her staying in the classroom and being integrated into the classroom.
2:15:51
· Like, I don't know what the situation was with the actual teacher of that class because obviously she wasn't there.
2:15:57
· But I they were telling me that the mom was refusing to have certain services that the school
2:16:04
· felt was like were very necessary for her and not because she was in denial of her disability.
2:16:12
· But she didn't feel that like like the school was kind of trying.
2:16:19
· To take her out, put her in, and the mom wanted her to stay in the classroom, which I guess is like a positive thing.
2:16:23
· But I'm kind of looking for advice of like, how do you deal with that as a substitute first and then also as a teacher in the future?
2:16:31
· When you have parents like that, for whatever the reason is, I don't know the back story of the kid or the family,
2:16:41
· but just advice like how do you deal with a parent who doesn't want their kid
2:16:48
· to receive the services that the school feels are necessary or vice versa?
2:16:52
· Um, I guess that's kind of the end of the question.
2:16:59
· I haven't met a parent that's trying to help their child being put in different services.
2:17:03
· It ends up a lot faster maybe when they're out.
2:17:07
· But I would say that that that sounds a little bit like maybe little more on the part of
2:17:11
· maybe teachers as opposed to I would I would definitely want to know more about that.
2:17:18
· But I would also it would be important to understand from the principal's perspective or whoever your instructional leader is at that school,
2:17:24
· what the expectation is. Right. And so for anyone, if someone's in there with an IEP that can't that cannot be on their own,
2:17:34
· that requires that just like really additional support, that's that's actually a dangerous situation for the child is dangerous for all of us.
2:17:41
· Right. And so that at that point is when the first of all, you need to ask for help and that shouldn't be accepted.
2:17:49
· That should be responsibility by yourself. So there was no instructional aide or anybody else.
2:17:55
· And I don't know if that was a funding issue or if that was.
2:18:01
· So I really just don't have enough information on the situation, something I'm interested in.
2:18:05
· So I was wanting to ask questions. So it's very appropriate. Public education.
2:18:12
· Yeah, it was circum environment. Those require whatever level of service someone might need.
2:18:15
· So whether that's a person to make sure you're safe or a nurse or someone that's not blue
2:18:20
· to you like Alice was talking about that you have peer educators that are one on one.
2:18:25
· It doesn't require you to be stuck to the student. Yeah. As a teacher, you can give them permission and say, You know what?
2:18:31
· I know you do. You need to have her nearby. But we have a whole classroom of people and we are going to use your brilliance.
2:18:37
· And I guess I could feel less difference.
2:18:42
· I mean, if you're a parent and you're helping everybody, oh, look, everybody needs help.
2:18:46
· Everybody's stuck on a before. And they either there are situations where they are stuck to that person.
2:18:50
· I have five deaf and hard of hearing kids in my class right now and they come with four adults.
2:18:56
· So it's like a party in my head. Well, trauma also yells.
2:19:02
· So they have. Yeah, it's it's a part.
2:19:08
· So they get a special care, they get a special set of tables so that they can spread out and they can have all the state aid.
2:19:11
· I know that summer kids all move around so that they're still kind of integrated with everybody else.
2:19:19
· There's just so many different situations. But growing up, that person said, Now have you met a parent that denied that didn't want services?
2:19:24
· There are two types of parents with kids with special needs, their parents, you know, but to advocate for and want to help.
2:19:32
· And there are parents who want to help but don't know how to advocate for that.
2:19:40
· They all want to help, though, and those parents just don't know what to ask or haven't been in that situation yet.
2:19:43
· When you set the story, that's what I thought. If this parent wants their kids to be included but doesn't know what that kind of looks like
2:19:50
· and is kind of holding ground to this one thing because that's what she feels is right.
2:19:57
· Probably right, but doesn't know what that could look like.
2:20:03
· And so when you are in those situations, when you're dealing with parents, if that parent gets feisty, that parent gets upset at your kid.
2:20:06
· Right. And just remember that you have 20 something kids.
2:20:15
· If you're an elementary I have a 110/7 and eighth graders and a lot of kids I have to deal with.
2:20:19
· But when I talk to that parent, that's their child.
2:20:25
· And maybe they don't have the words, maybe they don't have the terminology necessary, but they're there and it's the same.
2:20:29
· Right? They just need help getting there.
2:20:37
· Sometimes parents haven't even really thought about what what their goals are as a family for the child that might need additional help.
2:20:40
· They're they're not even sure. So I've often asked that question. So what are your what do you see as your goals or what are your hopes and dreams?
2:20:48
· What what what are you hoping? Yeah, what are you hoping to see happen?
2:20:55
· And that kind of, you know, if if they're kind of floundering and they don't, they don't know what they should have or see or do.
2:20:58
· But if they and then they have to stop and think about that, that oftentimes they haven't thought about that.
2:21:05
· And so a lot of parents will hang on to that. And they need a lot of money. I have a lot of money.
2:21:10
· And so then they'll tell me they want their child be independent. And I said, okay, so how how?
2:21:14
· Because this is not independent. So how do we transition?
2:21:19
· How are we going to work on that so they can be independent?
2:21:24
· Because usually it's a child who's very capable of being independent but has become very aid dependent, doesn't really need that kind of support.
2:21:27
· But parents hang on to that as being the best possible piece of their life.
2:21:35
· And the substitute position is that's a tough position. Oh, is that kind of diversity?
2:21:41
· Is that learning? Yeah, that you're having?
2:21:46
· But one, just off the off the site strategy that I've always used is you can always make someone your helper for the day or for that class period.
2:21:49
· And so it allows you to be close to that child to make sure that they're safe and they will probably be the best helper you ever.
2:21:59
· And that doesn't have to be a child's idea.
2:22:08
· That's why I'm so pleased I should tell teachers to be your help or get on your side, because otherwise it will be a pain in the ass.
2:22:10
· They kind of follow that. I like future teacher, future general head teacher on how that specific student was doing,
2:22:20
· like alternative assignments that were essentially like four year old,
2:22:31
· like preschool level assignments, which I knew she could do more like literally just from meeting her in that moment.
2:22:37
· And so I think that kind of goes to show the lack of. I guess, support from the school.
2:22:44
· But as a general and teacher, how if that were to be the situation,
2:22:50
· how can how could I best integrate that kid into my class with like including them,
2:22:57
· but also helping them get the most out of their education if they're not at the same level as the rest of the class.
2:23:06
· Each kid I have here is going to be at their levels, which is great and frustrating at times.
2:23:14
· You figure out what your goals are for that kid to master your content from a secondary perspective.
2:23:22
· And I don't know how to phrase it, but I mean, that's teacher.
2:23:28
· So here are my standards. This kid is not big at reading level, but I want them to grasp these five things about this.
2:23:32
· You want what are the best methods, assignments, reading, passages, whatever that this kid can use.
2:23:39
· Then take all of that and make it for everybody and scaffold up as necessary.
2:23:49
· We just went through our whole book piloting thing that was miserable parent book that most of us wanted
2:23:56
· was the book that was less appropriate and people didn't like it was less rigorous than the other.
2:24:02
· And that's not to say that it's less important, less educational, it's just different.
2:24:09
· And when you take that thing, it probably works for everyone.
2:24:15
· You don't need a thousand words to get them to do whatever, and that's okay.
2:24:20
· So for me, what's worked in the past is looking at the different levels.
2:24:25
· I like to do a lot of homework.
2:24:28
· You find the things that work for those particular kids and it has to scaffold up for you are kind of the scaffold to the right for you.
2:24:30
· That's way easier than teaching somebody that has two kids understand and trying to make that work for everybody else.
2:24:38
· I people tend to think of it for less rigorous. It's not great, but it's not so it's not sparks or whatever I was.
2:24:45
· But that's not true. You wanted to master these things.
2:24:56
· How can you get there? And if the rest of the class has to master ten.
2:25:00
· But this kid maybe. Can we not survive it?
2:25:05
· That's okay. Maybe that that's reasonable, master six and maybe the next people have to have it.
2:25:09
· So she had said earlier, you're on the supreme leader in the classroom, you're the Supreme Leader of your grace.
2:25:15
· You're the supreme leader of your group. And trying to teach my student teachers about that.
2:25:22
· If you have a kid that has a thousand modifications and they failed your class, those two things don't match a kitchen.
2:25:29
· Only failed class of people literally got nothing to show you anything.
2:25:38
· But if a kid is giving you this effort to show this mastery of this concept,
2:25:42
· whatever way that looks like a kid who is going to see right through something.
2:25:47
· And so remember that grading is your expression.
2:25:52
· You don't have to justify it to anybody other than right.
2:25:56
· Maybe they don't that child so that's equity in grading not be firm.
2:26:00
· Yeah it's do you do you all have you learned about universal design for learning in terms of thinking about planning your
2:26:05
· if you're building lesson planning that's you that are using the really the tenets of universal design for learning.
2:26:12
· You've already held your special educators by 80% because you've already built lessons that are accessible in multiple modalities.
2:26:18
· And so then if you're doing some coalescing planning with your general ed teams,
2:26:26
· if you're pushing in or however you're doing teaching or whatever you're planning together for what your scenario was,
2:26:29
· you plan that lesson with that kid in mind.
2:26:37
· So if you have my daughter who's significantly below grade level, she and she's not reading it, she's using her communicator.
2:26:39
· You already have mechanisms for her to learn the content for a video or audio or whatever,
2:26:46
· or through Socratic conversation that's already built into your lesson plan.
2:26:51
· All you all that your special educator has to do is get a few things that are communicator, and it's done.
2:26:55
· They don't have to build a whole new lesson because your whole thing was built on this.
2:27:00
· Just this out here that most kids can't reach, right?
2:27:04
· I hear it. All right. Most kids can't reach. Or if that's possible, then I want to try to reach something like I think they have.
2:27:08
· So I had a few questions. One of them was like,
2:27:17
· so I remember we learned in the book that there are specific groups of kids who are disproportionately represented in the special education programs,
2:27:22
· especially minority boys and, you know, specifically African-American boys.
2:27:34
· And I was wondering if that, you know, if that had anything to do with it, Larry.
2:27:41
· You know, people. And the facts of life. And also, like what's.
2:27:46
· Is there anything that like being done about that?
2:27:51
· Because I know you said you're like director of education, so like, obviously you're aware of it and there's issues around it.
2:27:53
· Like, is there things that are being done about it?
2:28:02
· Is there like, you know, legislation that's being done to change anything or is it just like sort of aside?
2:28:04
· I don't know. Yeah, that's a really good question.
2:28:12
· The I do the idea that the Legislative Studies Education Act that's monitored by the feds and then monitoring at the state level,
2:28:15
· which is what I did at the Department of Education,
2:28:22
· there is one of the indicators and there's a number of indicator indicators that looks at least restrictive environment,
2:28:27
· things that are not necessarily looked at in the regular general accountability system.
2:28:33
· And one of those is disproportionality is significant disproportionality.
2:28:37
· So your school district or charter school that is disproportionate that you look at your general
2:28:42
· population and maybe your general population has 10% students who are African-American,
2:28:48
· but your special ed numbers are 30 to 40% students who are African American.
2:28:55
· That is significantly disproportionate, and that means that something's going on.
2:28:58
· And so there are those districts are required to do what's called like a report analysis.
2:29:03
· They have to go where why is this happening? Is it happening because kids are coming into the system at three and being identified three?
2:29:08
· Or is it because in third grade, you know, certain things are happening, kids are being deemed as having behaviors.
2:29:17
· What's within that? And what some of the research has really shown that part of it,
2:29:24
· that access issues that you can imagine if kids are struggling readers or they have different experiences at home, maybe they didn't have preschool.
2:29:29
· So that is going to be a huge example of what's going to cause a lot of disproportionality.
2:29:37
· I think because kids were at home, NPR's were trying to work for kids were homeless siblings.
2:29:41
· It didn't have a lot of interaction and they didn't learn a lot of words.
2:29:47
· So they're coming to first and second grade with like not even knowing their letters.
2:29:52
· And so this ripple effect is happening.
2:29:57
· I've been getting a lot of calls for parents who have kids that are in first or second grade saying they want to get my kid in IEP.
2:29:59
· And really, it's about the fact that they don't have any of the foundational reading skills which then manifest in behaviors.
2:30:07
· And then people think kids are having autistic like behaviors and other things. And I'm like, Hey, what?
2:30:13
· Right. So part of that also is grounded in implicit bias and biases, cultural and racial biases,
2:30:18
· grounded in racism, that our systems and structures are set up to be extremely racist and white privileged.
2:30:25
· And so that is a lot of the work that we've been doing.
2:30:32
· That's my position at the county, is to go into schools and districts are working with all the districts in Sacramento basically and really unpacking,
2:30:35
· like where is all of this stemming from? And if Europe have no awareness of culture and culturally responsive like teaching
2:30:44
· and kids are not accessing things and not giving kids what they need early,
2:30:52
· then we're seeing it on the other side.
2:30:56
· And I just did some interviews with the kids at juvenile hall talk about disproportionality and 50% of them have babies and their anniversary.
2:30:59
· And they I would say they were very, very underserved.
2:31:11
· And we did we did them a very big disservice.
2:31:15
· And so we have a lot of work to do to back it up in the pipeline.
2:31:18
· So it's a really good question, but it's something that you can all be aware of as teachers and before anyone jumps to, you know,
2:31:22
· what they must do, special education services to do them, it's more about, well, let's kind of go look, let's look back.
2:31:28
· You'll see what their trajectory is then. Or is it? They're not either or.
2:31:34
· They can't read. They my favorite read there was usually some sort of trauma that kept them the correct right.
2:31:39
· And that's you know, that's on the system.
2:31:45
· Now the question about probably is kind of like, yes, I want to be a Spanish teacher and then there's another minority and their name.
2:31:49
· My question is, how much of what has been done for English learners?
2:32:01
· There actually is just a year ago, I think it was maybe two years now.
2:32:09
· California did put out an English learner disability guide,
2:32:15
· really thinking about what the intersection is between disability and being an English learner.
2:32:20
· Like how do you get people had a really hard time like if you have requirements
2:32:29
· that you're that you need to have to British learners but they also have
2:32:34
· an IEP like how does that work together and the reality is is those teams
2:32:38
· should be working together so you shouldn't have here's your special one time,
2:32:43
· here's your healing time. It should be what are those things that can really work together to support the student in
2:32:47
· getting their accommodations with their ideal team to make sure that and to also tease out before
2:32:53
· a child is designated as having a disability that all those that the issues have been teased
2:33:01
· out because a lot of the research around reading and around children who are English learners,
2:33:08
· English language learners is that the same phonetic like phonics and early foundations of reading are very appropriate for everyone.
2:33:14
· English learners, kids with this. I mean that that's how you learn to read and you learn language.
2:33:23
· It doesn't have to be. No one's learning really through osmosis these days, even though we really have made a big commitment to the county.
2:33:28
· We'll take this a couple more and then we'll wrap up those. Really good point.
2:33:36
· Because being in this class and also taking the English as a second language
2:33:40
· learners class are really getting your finger on the pulse of that concept.
2:33:44
· And my partner was an ESL and has ADHD who is talking about stuff, and he's in college now and it's just like he can't focus on that.
2:33:47
· He's like, I just feel like a lazy and I don't know what it is.
2:33:55
· And I'm and then, you know, being in this constantly, well, you know, do do have longer times to decompress.
2:33:58
· We were was like, oh, did you get to, you know, look at the trash or go over it,
2:34:04
· you know, before you get the test and then someone to take after them or.
2:34:08
· Yeah. And I'm like, have you had some, you know, conversations in college?
2:34:12
· Because you still need that, you know, hard to apologize.
2:34:15
· I don't know how to ask and what to do and just labeled as, you know, as ESL, you know, personal life and then as ADHD and having those things.
2:34:18
· And it's just that Venn diagram, you know, stuff.
2:34:28
· I mean, I really, like you said, like stuff that works for one can can be made to work for other kids.
2:34:31
· Certainly with ESL, like having those kids help those kids helps the other ones that are too afraid to ask those questions even though they're not,
2:34:38
· you know, on that track and stuff. And I. I'm just so grateful that you guys are here.
2:34:47
· And it really sparked a fire in me that wonder comments are very astute, you know, me wanting to I feel like a proud parent.
2:34:51
· I know nothing like giving the respect to the kids that you wanted when you were a student.
2:35:02
· And that's why I wanted you to join. Like, I want to be that change and not be that that kid that sits in practice.
2:35:09
· And it just it means a lot to hear. Your story doesn't work out.
2:35:14
· So yeah. You know, so this is a pretty influential group here.
2:35:17
· Yeah it's you were saying we had I won't call the district the lake district.
2:35:24
· We had a family transfer in and you but they had a place and a functional needs class is the
2:35:29
· functional needs but that's where they put in because of the English that it didn't take us.
2:35:34
· But I realized that he was not properly place schools.
2:35:40
· He did belong in, you know, special education but not functional needs, you know, over basic life skills.
2:35:44
· And we had to transfer him up to a higher in the higher middle schools.
2:35:52
· But like you said, that when it comes to English as a second language, sometimes they just kind of get brushed under the rug.
2:35:57
· And it's definitely something to look at, you know, just in the lower functioning area, which is what happened in our case.
2:36:04
· Nathan, I'll make yours the last one. I'm sorry. I did some of the, um, like, for example, the way to fail.
2:36:14
· I've asked a few different people, you know, in two different districts and I see that kind of big to fail kind of is still there.
2:36:24
· Wait, wait, wait, wait to fail. It's like assessing for a learning disabilities.
2:36:34
· They have to fail for two years or through another. Exactly.
2:36:39
· There's been people who have said that was pretty much like they see that mainly at the schools that are, you know, like some RTI that's built in.
2:36:44
· But like for the most part, it is still going to fail.
2:36:53
· And it's just like, you know, learning about the fact that, you know, that's not what it's supposed to be.
2:36:58
· I was going to say how you noticed it. You know,
2:37:04
· it's better to do education educator like is that have you noticed that at schools that you have been in or schools that you are familiar with?
2:37:07
· I have a kid right now whose name is K K just come home and K is Japanese came here.
2:37:19
· He moved here to build Cody and King has a diagnosis of autism.
2:37:26
· He got it out. But for whatever reason, our district is not recognizing that diagnosis because we don't have the right paperwork.
2:37:31
· So he is learning English.
2:37:39
· He is one of the closest students I've ever met to my brother and some of his abilities and behaviors that I see him very clearly.
2:37:42
· It's an IEP and it's a system and nobody will do anything about two weeks ago because we let enough terms pass by to see the fact that he was failing.
2:37:51
· Then there was a fight of, well, is he failing because he doesn't know English well enough and he's learning English
2:38:02
· or failing because of this diagnosis that nobody can confirm or wants to confirm.
2:38:08
· For me, it's incredibly frustrating. I don't have an answer except what I can do in my own classroom and I just make decisions.
2:38:14
· But it's something that I see constantly across the board and maybe people smarter than me have better.
2:38:23
· So, I mean, what my thing is, what I can do with my brain, you can you can get a referral to special education for assessment.
2:38:30
· A parent can ask that. So so if someone tells me in a meeting or whatever that, you know,
2:38:40
· we're going to first we're going to do this and then another six months we're going to do this at that moment and just stop traffic and say,
2:38:48
· I would like my child assessed for special education. And at that point, then an assessment needs to be done in a matter.
2:38:57
· You know what you used to do with that same thing.
2:39:04
· Yeah. And that does it. And we talked about that. I actually illustrated the timelines of the, you know, the 15 days and the 30 days and the 60 days,
2:39:08
· but that doesn't mean nothing happened in that time period.
2:39:16
· So and that doesn't also mean that you can't try different things.
2:39:20
· Yeah. So you don't have to wait for an IED to be defeated.
2:39:24
· The best thing you can do to is to build on everything that you know.
2:39:28
· And then when a meeting does happen to be like, this is everything I seen, this is a thing.
2:39:31
· So these are things that are not work and have information to present.
2:39:36
· That would be really bad. Yeah. We're not going to.
2:39:42
· We're going to. We're going to run out of time here. But on behalf of the class.
2:39:48
· I would like to pass this down. I would like to phrase it.
2:39:57
· I would like to present you with some goodies.
2:40:01
· My two favorite flavors. Are you following you? I used to.
2:40:06
· I did. I didn't know if it was appropriate. You had to ask me if I was 20, but I used to get that wine and then.
2:40:10
· And then ask you how it was champagne.
2:40:17
· And it was, you know, it was red wine. And then I was like, okay, it's a new people, you know, would this be inappropriate?
2:40:21
· So I want them cupcakes. Yeah. Which is.
2:40:26
· Yeah, which is. Yeah, yeah. Their partners are always happy, like, are you doing it with them?
2:40:30
· But they seem to appreciate the bundt cakes more than the wine. Yeah, well, they let you get it, but I don't.
2:40:36
· I do. I hope they're chocolate. I love it. Yeah. So I just wanted to share a round of applause again for our.
2:40:43
· We do, yes. As yeah.
2:40:55
· As I have shared, I'm telling you, I feel like a proud mother up here because your questions are so good.
2:40:59
· They're so thoughtful, they're so reflective. It makes your you've given me feedback.
2:41:07
· Okay, you were hearing it. You're hearing way to feel and you were hearing Larry and you were hearing about the
2:41:13
· the need for cultural responsiveness and you were hearing about accommodations.
2:41:18
· And thank you for like, what do I do when and if I'm thinking about that?
2:41:23
· Those are great, great questions.
2:41:28
· And I, you know, don't tell any of your peers who may have taken the class beforehand.
2:41:31
· But you are an extraordinary group of students.
2:41:36
· And I said that to my distant learners, too. And I'll say that again, because I don't always get to meet my distant learners.
2:41:39
· I'm just hoping that in, you know, in the fall, if they're still on campus and if you're on campus in a credential program,
2:41:46
· I hope you that you'll stop me and tell me what program you're in and when you're student teaching and some of your experiences.
2:41:53
· But I think you you really heard from the panelists tonight that children are children.
2:42:00
· Okay? They're generally children. First, that that if we all have a responsibility to inclusive practices and to diversity and to social justice,
2:42:07
· and we've talked a lot about expanding our maybe preconceived notions about what diversity is and what social justice means.
2:42:20
· You are going to be you're going to give me great comfort in knowing that when I'm gone, I'm done.
2:42:28
· I'm not teaching this anymore, that you are our future.
2:42:34
· And I feel very, very good about all of you in here.
2:42:37
· I'm so proud. No, there's no.
2:42:43
· I remember that you said, yeah, it's not appropriate for a, you know, a seventh grader to cry.
2:42:47
· Well, you've already seen me do that a couple of times, that I'm a lot older than that.
2:42:52
· But I just want to thank you so much. It's been an amazing ten weeks.
2:42:56
· We've had our ups and downs. And I get the you know, I'm just so happy to be back.
2:43:01
· And do you know, we made it through COVID a little worse for the for the wear.
2:43:06
· But you are our future. You are the legacy that we're hoping for.
2:43:11
· And so go out there and make a difference and be that person that you talked about,
2:43:15
· be that person that that you would have liked to have had as a teacher.
2:43:20
· Okay. You may never know what your legacy is, but sleep well at night knowing that you have met the needs of of the student, not all the students.
2:43:25
· You don't have to be. We're not looking for perfection, but more, more and more.
2:43:34
· All right. Have a wonderful rest. Your son, that's her.
2:43:38
· And if you didn't find the balance sheet, ma

