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Writing the Constitution: Ratifying the Constitution
This activity will help you meet these educational goals:
· Inquiry Skills—You will develop questions and plan investigations, develop credible explanations of historical events and developments based on reasoned interpretation of evidence, and communicate your conclusions.

· 21st Century Skills—You will employ online tools for research and analysis and communicate effectively.
Directions
Read the instructions for this teacher-graded activity and type in your response. Check the Evaluation section at the end of this document to make sure you have met the expected criteria for the assignment. When you have finished, submit your work to your teacher.
Activity
While he was significant as the United States’ top commander during the Revolutionary War, George Washington also played an important role as a Founding Father during the formation of the US government after the war. For this task, you will conduct research and write a 250-word essay about Washington’s role as a Founding Father. 

In your essay, answer these questions:
· How did George Washington play a role in forming the new federal government in 1787?
· How did George Washington define the executive branch for future presidents, such as through his decision to retire after serving two terms?
Use this Knowledge Article to help gather resources, form your argument, and write 
your essay.
Resources

· The Presidents: George Washington
· 
George Washington Resigns His Commission
· George Washington: First President
Evaluation
Your teacher will use this rubric to evaluate the completeness of your work, as well as the clarity of thinking you exhibit.
	
	Criteria

	Distinguished
(4 points)
	· Includes a clear, well-constructed argument focusing on the key elements of Washington’s role.

· Effectively uses the provided resources to examine all key elements of Washington’s role.

· Conducts notable research using outside documents, and references multiple outside sources in the essay.

· Correctly cites outside information with in-text citations and on a works-cited page.

· Writes an essay that is well-organized, well-written, and contains few errors.

	Proficient
(3 points)
	· Includes an argument that, while possibly not fully developed, addresses the key elements of Washington’s role.

· Conducts research using outside documents, and references at least one outside source in the essay.

· Provides citations that may be lacking information or makes formatting errors in in-text citations or on the works-cited page.

· Writes an essay that is effectively organized and well-written. It may contain some errors, but those do not hinder understanding of the overall meaning.

	Developing
(2 points)
	· Includes an argument that is poorly developed, lacks clarity, and does not address the key elements of Washington’s role.

· Does not reference many outside documents.

· Does not provide citations, or improperly cites outside information.

· Writes an essay that is poorly written and inadequately organized. It contains significant errors, hindering understanding of the author’s intent.

	Beginning
(1 point)
	· Does not include an argument, or simply restates Washington's background.

· Does not cite sources or outside information.

· Provides little to no analysis.

· Writes an essay that is poorly organized, poorly written, or both. It may contain numerous errors, both major and minor.
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