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	Name: 
	Date: 


Graded Assignment
Planning a Research Paper (REVISED)
Before you complete this assignment, be sure to carefully read the lesson in Module 8, Day 39. Refer back to the sample research paper and sample formal outline.

	LC 4.07
	Excellent
	Good
	Needs Improvement
	No Response
	Comments

	Thesis Statement:
Remember, this is the most important point, or main idea, of an essay.

It will typically become the final sentence(s) in your introductory paragraph.

You should not say anything like “I am going to write about…”)
	10
	7
	4
	0
	

	Formal Outline:
Includes a title and at least two levels: Major Ideas and Supporting Details.

Do not put only one item under any heading in your outline.
	60
	53
	46
	0
	

	TOTAL:
	
	


To organize your research, gather your note cards into groups by subtopic. Use your notes to create a thesis statement and to put your ideas in the form of a formal outline. Both a thesis statement and a formal outline are necessary planning tools for writing a research paper.
Remember: You need to complete the assignment by the due date to receive full credit.
(10 points)

1. Write the thesis statement you have chosen for your research paper. Be sure to write it in one or two complete sentences. 
Answer:

(60 points)

2. Write a formal outline for your research paper. Use your organized note cards as the basis for your outline. Remember to begin with a title and to follow all the formatting procedures. You may refer to MODEL OUTLINES BELOW. THERE IS A SPECIAL OUTLINE FOR CAREER-BASED PAPERS!
Answer:
(NOTE: You can add additional Major Ideas if you need to. You can add or delete Supporting Details if you need to.)

Title: 
I. Introduction

a. Thesis Statement: 

II. Major Idea:  

a. Supporting Details: 

b. Supporting Details:

c. Supporting Details:

III. Major Idea:

a. Supporting Details:
b. Supporting Details:

c. Supporting Details:

IV. Major Idea: 

a. Supporting Details:

b. Supporting Details: 
c. Supporting Details: 
V. Conclusion 

a. Summarize main points

b. Restate Thesis:​​
SAMPLE OUTLINE #2: Are you writing a CAREER BASED PAPER, use THIS OUTLINE!

Introduction

1. Attention Device Opener – How can you creatively introduce this career topic?

2. Central Idea – What is the career you will write about? Definition? Why are you interested in it?

3. Overview of Points – What topics will you cover in the paper?

Body Topic A: History and Background of the Career

1. How long has this career been a relevant one in the United States?

2. Trace the origins of how this job has started, developed, and evolved into the career it is today.

3. What major historical events (inventions, wars, economic crisis, etc.) have affected this job market?

4. Describe some of the most famous historical figures or notable current-day persons who have this career. What made them successful in this career?

Body Topic B: Requirements to Obtain the Career

1. What kind of education (degree, license, training) do you need to obtain this career?

2. What should your major or degree be in if you have to go to college for this career?

3. What local colleges and/or programs offer the education you need for this type of career?

4. What is the route to getting this job? What path do you have to take? How long to get to this position?

5. What other jobs are related to it? (Smaller jobs to work your way up) Explain them.

6. What skills, personality, time, expertise, etc. should one have to be successful in this type of career?

Body Topic C: Job Position Description

1. What are the daily duties / kinds of tasks in this job during the average work day?

2. How does this job position fit into the big picture of the company / organization?

3. What hours does one usually work in this position? What kind of workplace environment is the job done in?

4. Who works above and below a person in this career position? Who do they report to?

5. What is the income range for this job? Is it salary or hourly?

6. What types of benefits or retirement plans come with this job? What kind of vacation time is offered?

Body Topic D: Job Reflection and Outlook

1. What would be challenging about having this career? What positive perks are there to this career?

2. What is the job market like for this career in Texas or in the area you want to live?

3. How has this job been affected by the current economic downturn?

4. What local businesses, companies offer positions for this career type?

5. How does this career help or benefit the community or society as a whole?

Conclusion

1. Overall, why is this career important/necessary in our society?

2. Would this career be a good one for you? Why or why not?
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