Studying Religion - Individual Assignment (Week 1)
	Content

60 Percent
	Percent Earned

XX/60
	Additional Comments:

	Write a 750- to 1,050-word paper that addresses the following topics:
· What is essential (in the practices and beliefs) for a tradition to be called a religion?

· Illustrate your points by referring to the commonalities of the three Western religions.

· How do different fields of study approach religion?

· What are some critical issues in the academic study of religion?
Include specific examples from the various religious traditions described in the Week 1 readings, such as a belief in one God or many gods and goddesses, church on Sunday, holy mountains, or the Quakers calling each other friends. You may also include examples from your own religious tradition or another religious tradition with which you are familiar.

	
	

	The paper links theory to relevant examples of current experience and industry practice and uses the vocabulary of the theory correctly.
	
	

	Major points are stated clearly and are supported by specific details, examples, or analysis.


	
	

	

	Organization / Development

20 Percent
	Percent Earned

XX/20
	Additional Comments:

	The paper and presentation develop a central theme or idea, directed toward the appropriate audience.
	
	

	The introduction provides sufficient background on the topic and previews major points.
	
	

	The conclusion is logical, flows from the body of the paper/presentation, and reviews the major points.
	
	

	The tone is appropriate to the content and assignment.
	
	

	Transitions between sentences, paragraphs, sections, and slides aid in maintaining the flow of thought in the presentation and in the paper.
	
	

	

	Mechanics 

20 Percent
	Percent Earned

XX/20
	Additional Comments:

	The paper, including the title page, reference page, tables, and appendices follow APA guidelines for format.
	
	

	Citations of original works within the body of the paper follow APA guidelines.
	
	

	The paper is laid out with effective use of headings, font styles, and white space.
	
	

	Rules of grammar, usage, and punctuation are followed.
	
	

	Sentences are complete, clear, concise, and varied.
	
	

	Spelling is correct.
	
	

	

	Total 

100 Percent
	Percent Earned

XX/100
	Additional Comments:
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