COURSE SYLLABUS


· Christiano, Kevin J., with William H. Swatos Jr. and Peter Kivisto. Sociology of Religion: Contemporary Developments / Edition 3. 2015. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc. ISBN-13: 9781442216921. (The 3rd edition is strongly preferred, especially for Assignment #2, but the 2nd edition is OK if the 3rd is for some reason not an option.)
The following two textbooks are optional and highly informative. Feel free to order online if you wish:
· Putnam, Robert, and David Campbell. American Grace: How Religion Divides and Unites Us. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2010. ISBN-13: 978-1416566731
· Johnstone, Ronald. Religion in Society: A Sociology of Religion (8th Edition). Pearson, Prentice Hall, 2007. ISBN-13: 978-0131884076. 

Late/Makeup Work and Emergencies: Barring documentation of an unavoidable challenge, crisis, or emergency situation, late work is only given half-credit for the next three days after the due date; after then, it will be too late to turn it in. No extensions beyond the last day of class are given on Assignment 7. If scheduling conflicts or problems arise, you are responsible for informing me at least 24 hours in advance if you cannot complete an assignment by the deadline. In a true emergency, please contact me as soon as possible. Appropriate adjustments are possible at my discretion with documented crises or emergencies (i.e., loved ones’ obituaries, doctor’s notes, etc.). Caution: I tend to give students the benefit of the doubt in crises, but should I find that a student has fabricated a crisis of any kind for any reason, he or she risks failing the course due to academic dishonesty (see following ethical section). The grade of Incomplete is rarely given and only in cases when students have already finished most of the assignments in the course.
Readings and Interaction: Our class is reasonably intensive and will require you to be self-motivated and disciplined. The lessons—which include brief “lecture” notes to you as well as further optional readings and other tools for illustration—will be posted on Blackboard according to the course schedule and kept there for your reference. Check the site frequently, as you would if you were physically attending class. Read your textbooks and lesson together. The Profound Questions discussion board is a free forum for the discussion and exchange of ideas as well as an area to share insights, ask questions and get answers from your instructor and fellow students. Please use it only for course-related issues. You will need to post at least three times to this board to be awarded full Citizenship and Participation points. You are also expected to communicate with your instructor and fellow students alike in a professional and respectful tone at all times, regardless of the setting or situation. Violations of this rule or other forms of discourtesy will result in losing some or all of the 30 Citizenship and Participation points.
We are religious scholars in this class, and as we think and write, it is imperative that we open our minds, temporarily suspend and critically examine our own way of seeing things, and attempt to understand alternative and even opposing points of view. We must also strive for factuality and evidence-based thinking rather than rumor and innuendo, particularly when we are dealing with unfamiliar religious beliefs and perspectives. This does not mean we all must always agree—we won’t, especially not in the field of religious studies!—but it does mean that we must broaden our intellectual horizons. If we agree, so much the better, but if we disagree, we will do so respectfully. I will treat you with the respect you deserve and expect you to extend the same courtesy to me and each other.
Expectations for Written Work: In our modern Web 2.0 world of texting and instant messaging, many believe language conventions such as sentence structure, grammar, and spelling are now outmoded and useless. I wholeheartedly disagree. Rather, as a trained writer and editor, I believe that proper attention to such details will set you apart as a truly educated professional. Therefore, I expect all assignments to be carefully proofread. Please see this list of problems and errors I particularly expect you to avoid. If you need help with writing skills and/or source citation, please see your ASU campus Writing Center. If you’re off-campus and need help, please find a resource that can help you with this. Those learning English as a second or additional language, please let me know as well. I can make allowances for these and other individual circumstances, but it is ultimately your responsibility to develop your skills so that you can express yourself as well as you can in writing. 
Format Notes: All papers should have standard 1-inch margins with a professional-looking typeface of 12-point type or smaller and contain at least the required number of pages. Double-spacing is highly recommended. A 3-5 page paper means I require at least 3 full pages of double-spaced text with standard 1-inch margins. Too long is better than too short. The same guiding principle also applies to 
PRELIMINARY NOTES 

General Notes for All Assignments: As noted before, the general purpose of the assignments is to assess your learning of the course concepts and your ability to interrelate, analyze, and apply them to real-life circumstances. So please remain focused on those core class concepts. Then show me what you know and what you’ve learned! Feel free as well to be creative as you complete these assignments—if you wish, you may include pictures, charts, and any other illustrations that help you make your points. Please be aware, however, that you should always explain the relevance of any illustrations you use, and do not ever include any illustration merely as a way to space out your text. The text of your papers should always be long enough without illustrations to meet the length requirements. Also, since Wikipedia is subject to constant change and revision, it should never be considered the last word on any subject. Consequently, Wikipedia will not be considered credible and authoritative for purposes of this class. 
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