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                 PHL 1010, Critical Thinking  1   Course Description   Introduces the art of devising ways to improve the quality of learning and life by systematically improving the thinking that  underlies them. Course Textbook   Paul, R., & Elder, L. (2012). Critical thinking: Tools for taking charge of your learning and your life (3rd ed .).  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. Course Learning Outcomes   Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 1. Recognize and interpret the traits of a critical thinker and apply them to daily life.   2. List and describe the first four elements of critical thinking.   3. Practice self -understanding in relation to critical thinking.   4. Exa mine the parts and standards of thinking.   5. Discuss and expand on the three basic functions of the human mind.   6. Ask questions that lead to critical thinking.   7. Master thinking in relation to course content.   8. Design and evaluate one's own learning.   9. Make deci sions and solve problems using critical thinking.   10. Evaluate patterns in decision making and problem solving.   11. Analyze the logic of decision making.   12. Explain the process for systematic decision making.  13. List the dimensions of decision making. Credits   Upon completion of this course, the students will earn three (3) hours of college credit. Course Structure 1. Unit Learning Outcomes: Each unit contains Learning Outcomes that specify the measurable skills and  knowledge students should gain upon completion of the unit.   2. Unit Lesson: Each unit contains a Unit Lesson, which discusses unit material.  3. Reading Assignments: Each unit contains r eading assignments from two or more chapters from the textbook.  Suggested Readings are provided in the Unit I, II, IV, and V study guides to aid students in their course of study.  4. Learning Activities (Non -Graded): These non -graded Learning Activities are p rovided in each unit to aid  students in their course of study.  5. Key Terms: Key terms are intended to guide students in their course of study. Students should pay particular  attention to key terms as they represent important concepts within the unit material and reading.   PHL 1010, Critical Thinking Course Syllabus PHL 1010, Critical Thinking  2  6. Discussion Boards: Discussion Boards are a part of all CSU term courses. Information and specifications  regarding these assignments are provided in the Academic Policies listed in the Course Menu bar.  7. Unit Assessments: This course contains seven Unit Assessments, one to be completed at the end of Units I -III  and V -VIII. Assessments are composed of multiple -choice questions, matching, and/or written response  questions.  8. Ask the Professor: This communication forum provides you with an opportunity to ask your professor general or  course content related questions.   9. Student Break Room: This communication forum allows for casual conversation with your classmates. CSU Online Library   There is a virtual library with resources, i ncluding both journals and ebooks, to support your program and your course at  Columbia Southern University. eResources are accessible 24 hours a day/7 days a week from the CSU Online Library gateway page. To access the library, log into myCSU, and then cli ck on CSU Online Library. Resources are organized in  the library by title, but if you click on Research Guides, you will find eResources arranged by subject.   The Library Reference service is available 7 days a week; you can reach CSU’s virtual librarians by e -mailing  [email protected] . These professional librarians will be glad to help you develop your research  plan or to assist you in any way in finding relevant, approp riate, and timely information.   Librarian responses may occur within minutes or hours, but it will never take more than 24 hours for a librarian to send a response to the e -mail address you have provided. Replies to reference requests may include customize d keyword  search strategies, links to videos, research guides, screen captures, attachments, a phone call, live screen sharing, meeting room appointments, and other forms of instruction. Unit Assignments   Unit IV Essay   Describe an important problem faced by society today. Provide your own analysis of the problem in terms of each of the  elements of thought as defined by Paul and Elder. In addition, explain the three intellectual standards and three intellectual virtues that you believe are the most im portant for resolving the issue.   In one paragraph at the end of your paper, reflect on your analysis of the problem that you selected in order to address the following questions: 1. Which of the five methods did you use to generate questions that lead to di sciplined thinking?  2. Explain how you applied deep learning in your consideration of this problem.  3. How does your analysis differ from that of a minimalist student?   Your response should be at least three pages in length, double spaced, and in Times New Roman 12pt. font. You are  required to use at least your textbook and one scholarly article from any database within the CSU Online Library as  source material for your response . All sources used, including the textbook, must be referenced; paraphrased and quoted  material must have accompanying citations in APA format. The title and reference page do not count towards the three - page minimum.   Assistance with using the CSU Online Library is available from the Virtual Librarian. Click here to access the online help.   Information about accessing the Blackboard Grading Rubric for this assignment is provided below . APA Guidelines   CSU requires that students use APA style for papers and projects. Therefore, the APA rules for formatting, quoting, paraphrasing, citing, and listing of sources are to be followed. Students can find CSU’s Citation Guide in the myCSU Stu dent Portal by clicking on the “Citation Resources” link in the “Learning Resources” area of the myCSU Student Portal.  This document includes examples and sample papers and provides information on how to contact the CSU Success Center. PHL 1010, Critical Thinking  3  Blackboard Grading Rubrics   Assignment Rubrics   One or more assignments in this course utilizes a Blackboard Grading Rubric. A rubric is a tool that lists evaluation criteri a  and can help you organize your efforts to meet the requirements of an assignment. Your professor will use the Blackboard  Grading Rubric to assign points and provide feedback for the assignment.   You are encouraged to view the assignment rubric before submitting your work. This will allow you to review the evaluation criteria as you prepare your assign ments. You may access the rubric in “My Grades” through the “Tools” button  in your course menu. Click the “View Rubric” link to see the evaluation criteria for the assignment. Upon receiving your assignment grade, you may view your grade breakdown and feed back in the rubric. CSU Grading Rubrics for Papers/Projects, Discussion Boards, and Assessments   The Learning Resource area of the myCSU Student Portal provides the rubrics, and information on how to use them, for Discussion Boards, written response questions in Unit Assessments, and Research Papers/Projects.   The course writing assignments will be graded based on the CSU Grading Rubric for all types of writing assignments, unless otherwise specified within assignment instructions . In addition, all pa pers will be submitted for electronic evaluation  to rule out plagiarism. Course projects will contain project -specific grading criteria defined in the project directions.   To view the rubrics, click the Academic Policies link on the Course Menu, or access them through the CSU Grading  Rubric link found in the Learning Resources area of the myCSU Student Portal. Communication Forums   These are non -graded discussion forums that allow you to communicate with your professor and other students.  Participation in these discussion forums is encouraged, but not required. You can access these forums with the buttons in  the Course Menu. Instructions for subscribing/unsubscribing to these forums are provided below.   Click here for instructions on how to subscribe/unsubscribe and post to the Communication Forums.   Ask the Professor   Thi s communication forum provides you with an opportunity to ask your professor general or course content questions.  Questions may focus on Blackboard locations of online course components, textbook or course content elaboration, additional guidance on assess ment requirements, or general advice from other students.   Questions that are specific in nature, such as inquiries regarding assessment/assignment grades or personal accommodation requests, are NOT to be posted on this forum. If you have questions, commen ts, or concerns of a non - public nature, please feel free to email your professor. Responses to your post will be addressed or emailed by the professor within 48 hours.   Before posting, please ensure that you have read all relevant course documentation, inc luding the syllabus,  assessment/assignment instructions, faculty feedback, and other important information.   Student Break Room   This communication forum allows for casual conversation with your classmates. Communication on this forum should always maintai n a standard of appropriateness and respect for your fellow classmates. This forum should NOT be used to  share assessment answers. PHL 1010, Critical Thinking  4  Grading Discussion Board (8 @ 2%)  = 16%  Unit Assessments (7 @ 11%)  = 77%  Unit IV Essay  = 7%  Total  = 100% Course Schedule/Checklist (PLEASE PRINT )   The following pages contain a printable Course Schedule to assist you through this course. By following this schedule, you will be assured that you will complete the course within the time allotted.   PHL 1010, Critical Thinking  5  PHL 1010, Critical Thinking   Course Schedule  By following this schedule, you will be assured that you will complete the course within the time allotted. Please keep this schedule for reference as you progress through your course.   Unit I  Introduction and Fairm inded Thinking  Review:   Unit Study Guide   Learning Activities (Non -Graded): See Study Guide  Read:   Introduction   Chapter 1: Become a Fairminded Thinker   Suggested Reading: See Study Guide  Discuss:   Discussion Board Response: Submit your response to the Discussion Board question by  Saturday, Midnight (Central Time)  Submit:   Assessment by Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Notes/Goals:  Unit II  Stages in Thinking and Self -Understanding  Review:   Unit Study Guide   Learning Activities (Non -Graded): See Study Guide  Read:   Chapter 2: The First Four Stages of Development: At What Level of Thinking Would You Place  Yourself?   Chapter 3: Self -Understanding  Discuss:   Discussion Board Response: Submit your response to the Discussion Board question by  Saturday, Midnight (Central Time)   Discussion Board Comment: Comment on another student’s Discussion Board response by  Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Submit:   Assessment by Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Notes/Goals:  Unit III  Thinking Elements and Standards  Review:   Unit Study Guide   Learning Activities (Non -Graded): See Study Guide  Read:   Chapter 4: The Parts of Thinking   Chapter 5: Standards for Thinking   Are We Living in a Cave? (CSU Online Library)  Discuss:   Discussion Board Response: Submit your response to the Discussion Board question by  Saturday, Midnight (Central Time)   Discussion Board Comment: Comment on another student’s Discussion Board response by  Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Submit:   Assessment by Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Notes/Goals:  PHL 1010, Critical Thinking  6  PHL 1010, Critical Thinking   Course Schedule  Unit IV  Mastery of Critical Thinking  Review:   Unit Study Guide   Learning Activities (Non -Graded): See Study Guide  Read:   Chapter 6: Ask Questions T hat Lead to Good Thinking   Chapter 7: Master the Thinking, Master the Content   Suggested Reading: See Study Guide  Discuss:   Discussion Board Response: Submit your response to the Discussion Board question by  Saturday, Midnight (Central Time)   Discussion Board Comment: Comment on another student’s Discussion Board response by  Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Submit:   Essay by Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Notes/Goals:  Unit V  Designing and Evaluating Your Own Learning  Review:   Unit Study Guide   Learning Activities (Non -Graded): See Study Guide  Read:   Chapter 8: Discover How the Best Thinkers Learn   Chapter 9: Redefine Grades A s Levels of Thinking and Learning   Suggested Reading: See Study Guide  Discuss:   Discussion Board Response: Submit your response to the Discussion Board question by  Saturday, Midnight (Central Time)   Discussion Board Comment: Comment on another student’s Discussion Board response by  Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Submit:   Assessment by Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Notes/Goals:  Unit VI  Making Decisions, Problem Solving, and the Irrational Mind  Review:   Unit Study Guide  Read:   Chapter 10: Make Decisions and Solve Problems   Chapter 11: Deal With Your Irrational Mind  Discuss:   Discussion Board Response: Submit your response to the Discussion Board question by  Saturday, Midnight (Central Time)   Discussion Board Comment: Comment on another student’s Discussion Board response by  Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Submit:   Assessment by Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Notes/Goals:  PHL 1010, Critical Thinking  7  PHL 1010, Critical Thinking   Course Schedule  Unit VII  How to Detect Media Bias and Propaganda in National and World News  Review:   Unit Study Guide   Learning Activities (Non -Graded): See Study Guide  Read:   Chapter 12: How to Detect Media Bias and Propaganda in National and World News   Religion Pursues Life’s Meaning (CSU Online Library)  Discuss:   Discussion Board Response: Submit your response to the Discussion Board question by  Saturday, Midnight (Central Time)   Discussion Board Comment: Comment on another student’s Discussion Board response by  Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Submit:   Assessment by Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Notes/Goals:  Unit VIII  Fallacies: The Art of Mental Trickery and Manipulation  Review:   Unit Study Guide   Learning Activities (Non -Graded): See Study Guide  Read:   Chapter 13: Fallacies: The Art of Mental Trickery and Manipulation   Chapter 14: Develop A s an Ethical Reasoner  Discuss:   Discussion Board Response: Submit your response to the Discussion Board question by  Saturday, Midnight (Central Time)   Discussion Board Comment: Comment on another student’s Discussion Board response by  Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Submit:   Assessment by Tuesday, Midnight (Central Time)  Notes/Goals:   
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                We've got thousands of tutors in different areas of study who are willing to help you with any kind of academic assignment, be it a math homework or an article. 
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