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Method 

Participants 

Five hundred and sixty one students from a large metropolitan university in the 

southeastern U.S. participated in the experimental study. Three hundred and five participants 

were female (54.4%) and 256 were male (45.6%). They ranged in age from 18 to 45, with a 

mean age of 22 (SD = 3.44). This included 256 Hispanic participants (45%), 223 Caucasian 

participants (40%), 23 African American participants (4%), and 11 Asian participants (2%). The 

remaining 48 participants did not report their ethnicity (9%).  

 Materials and Procedure 

 In order to test for conformity, students in the research methods class at FIU gathered 

information based on the amount of money participants spent on textbooks. After hearing some 

initial information about what the study entailed (filling out a survey), participants who 

consented to be in the study were handed a “Book Survey”. They received one of three versions 

of this survey: high, low, or neutral. All surveys contained 20 slots and asked participants to 

provide their name, their age, and the amount of money they remembered spending on books two 

semesters prior (“How much did you spend on textbooks during the spring semester, 2012”). On 

the bottom of each survey was either an “H”, “L”, or “N”. Participants given the “H” version 

were in the high condition. On this survey, the first 10 participant slots were already filled 

(ostensibly by other participants, though the researchers had actually filled them out). These 

artificial book values from imaginary participants fell within a high range between $500 and 

$600. If participants did not recall how much they spent on books, we expected them to refer to 

those ten prior responses and anchor their own response in accordance with the prior students. 

For those in the “L” version, they received a book survey were the first ten slots had low ranges 
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from $150 and $250. Once again, the researchers completed these blanks before getting the 

participants’ to complete the survey. Finally, the book survey for those in the neutral condition 

(“N”) did not have any slots filled with predetermined values. Using this Book Survey set up, 

researchers approached participants at FIU and had them complete the surveys. The independent 

variable, therefore, was whether or not participants were in the high, low or neutral condition 

while the dependent variable was participant responses regarding the amount of money they 

spent on books (this question was open-ended, and thus it could range from $0 to an infinite 

amount of money). We timed how long it took participants to complete the survey and included 

this as a second dependent variable in the study design. Our main hypothesis was that 

participants would recall spending more on their own textbooks when they viewed a survey in 

which prior survey participants recalled spending a lot on books compared a little on books, with 

our “no exposure to prior participants” condition falling between these two extremes. We also 

predicted that participants would take longer to complete the survey when there were no prior 

participants on the survey compared to when there prior names on the survey (high or low).  

Results 

 We ran a one-way ANOVA with condition as the independent variable and the amount of 

money participants recalled spending on the books in the fall of 2011 as a dependent variable. 

There was a main effect for condition, F(2, 561) = 33.03, p < .05. A significant Tukey post hoc 

test showed that participants recalled spending more money in the high condition (M = $373, SD 

= $24.06) and neutral conditions (M = $352, SD = $67.87) than in the low condition (M = $249, 

SD = $45.54), but there was no significant difference between the high and neutral conditions, 

confirming our first hypothesis. Apparently, participants do tend to use data from other people as 

a source of information.   
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 Due to problems in timing how long it took participants to complete the survey in the low 

condition, our second analysis focused only on participants in the high money condition and the 

no prior participant information condition. We ran a t-Test with the high versus absent conditions 

as our independent variable and the amount of time in seconds it took for participants to 

complete the survey as the dependent variable. As predicted, participants spent significantly 

more time answering the survey question when there were no prior participants (M = 6.7 

seconds, SD = 2.1 seconds) than when there were prior participants who recalled spending a lot 

of money on textbooks (M = 3.2 seconds, SD = 1.1 seconds), t(379) = 6.78, p < .001. A 

reasonable explanation for this finding is that it takes longer to recall the amount participants 

spent on books when they do not have examples from prior participants to look at.   
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