


���฀ ./6%-"%2�$%#%-"%2฀����฀ 4(%฀3/#)!,฀345$)%3

HE฀FUTURE฀OF฀THE฀!MERICAN฀EXPERI


MENT�฀ AND฀ THE฀ LIFE฀ OF฀ THE฀ DEMO


CRATIC฀REPUBLIC฀THAT฀IS฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES�฀

IS฀AT฀RISK�฀!MERICAN฀CITIZENS฀HAVE฀ENDAN


GERED฀THE฀REPUBLIC฀BY฀FAILING฀TO฀EDUCATE฀

NEW฀GENERATIONS฀OF฀CITIZENS฀ABOUT฀CIVIC฀

RESPONSIBILITY�฀%LDERS฀HAVE฀TOLD฀NEW฀GEN


ERATIONS฀ THAT฀ THEY฀HAVE฀ RIGHTS฀AND฀ FREE


DOMS฀BUT฀HAVE฀DONE฀ LITTLE฀ TO฀HELP฀ THEM฀

UNDERSTAND฀ WHAT฀ IS฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀ PROTECT฀

THOSE฀LIBERTIES�฀BOTH฀FOR฀THEMSELVES฀AND฀

FOR฀ FUTURE฀ CITIZENS�฀ #IVIC฀ RESPONSIBIL


ITY฀HAS฀BEEN฀ REDUCED฀ TO฀ THE฀ ACT฀ OF฀VOT


ING�฀ BUT฀ VOTING฀ IS฀ ONLY฀ A฀ SMALL฀ PART฀ OF฀

THE฀CIVIC฀ENGAGEMENT฀THAT฀EVERY฀CITIZEN฀

MUST฀ CONTRIBUTE฀ TO฀ SECURE฀ THE฀ FUTURE฀OF฀

THE฀!MERICAN฀REPUBLIC�

4O฀ UNDERSTAND฀ THEIR฀ RESPONSIBILITY�฀

CITIZENS฀MUST฀FIRST฀EMBRACE฀THE฀IDEA฀THAT฀

THE฀ LEGITIMACY฀ OF฀ GOVERNMENT฀ IS฀ FOUND฀

IN฀ THE฀ INDIVIDUAL�฀ 4HE฀ FOUNDERS฀ OF฀ THE฀

!MERICAN฀REPUBLIC฀ENDORSED฀%NLIGHTEN


MENT฀ THINKERS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ *OHN฀ ,OCKE฀ AND฀

-ONTESQUIEU�฀ WHO฀ EMPHASIZED฀ INDI


VIDUAL฀ RIGHTS฀ AND฀ PERSONAL฀ VIRTUE�฀ 4HE฀

FOUNDERS฀OF฀THE฀NEW฀REPUBLIC฀UNDERSTOOD฀

THAT฀ EACH฀ PERSON฀ LIVING฀ UNDER฀ A฀ MON


ARCHY฀ WAS฀ A฀ DUTIFUL฀ SUBJECT�฀ (OWEVER�฀

THE฀ REPUBLIC฀ REQUIRED฀ CITIZENS฀ OF฀ CHAR


ACTER�INFORMED�฀ ENGAGED�฀ AND฀ CARING฀

CRITICS฀OF฀THE฀REPUBLIC�

%VEN฀ TODAY�฀ THE฀ BELIEF฀ THAT฀ PEOPLE฀

CAN฀ GOVERN฀ THEMSELVES฀ IS฀ NOT฀ GENER


ALLY฀ACCEPTED�฀!฀QUICK฀SURVEY฀OF฀WORLD฀

GOVERNMENTS฀DEMONSTRATES฀THE฀PREDOMI


NANCE฀OF฀MONARCHY�฀DICTATORSHIP�฀ARISTOC


RACY�฀AND฀THEOCRACY�฀-ANY฀GOVERNMENTS฀

GRANT฀ A฀ GRUDGING฀ NOD฀ TO฀ THE฀ PEOPLE฀ BY฀

ALLOWING฀ THEM฀TO฀VOTE�฀BUT฀ THAT฀ IS฀A฀ FAR฀

CRY฀ FROM฀ THE฀ PRINCIPLES฀ ON฀ WHICH฀ THE฀

!MERICAN฀ REPUBLIC฀ WAS฀ FOUNDED�฀ 4HE฀

PEOPLE฀ OF฀ THE฀ 5NITED฀ 3TATES฀ ARE฀ NOT฀

SUBJECTS�฀ 5NDERSTANDING฀ THAT฀!MERICAN฀

CITIZENS฀ MUST฀ LIVE฀ IN฀ COMMON฀ SOCIETY฀

TOGETHER�฀ INDIVIDUALS฀ GRANT฀ RIGHTS฀ AND฀

PRIVILEGES฀TO฀THEIR฀GOVERNMENT�

7HEN฀THE฀REPUBLIC฀BEGAN�฀MOVING฀FROM฀

SUBJECT฀TO฀CITIZEN฀REQUIRED฀A฀FUNDAMENTAL฀

TRANSFORMATION฀OF฀PERSONAL฀IDENTITY฀AND฀A฀

CHANGE฀IN฀OBLIGATIONS฀AND฀DUTIES�฀(OWEV


ER�฀THIS฀NEW฀IDENTITY฀WAS฀NOT฀ACTIVATED฀BY฀

BIRTH฀OR฀IMMIGRATION�฀4HE฀INDIVIDUAL฀HAD฀

TO฀LEARN฀TO฀BE฀A฀CITIZEN�฀.OT฀ONLY฀SCHOOLS฀

BUT฀ALSO฀OTHER฀INSTITUTIONS฀OF฀SOCIETY฀AND฀

WITHIN฀COMMUNITIES฀TAUGHT฀CIVILITY�฀COUR


AGE�฀INTEGRITY�฀CONCERN�฀AND฀CURIOSITY�IN฀

SHORT�฀VIRTUE฀OR฀CHARACTER฀APPROPRIATE฀FOR฀

DAILY฀ PARTICIPATION฀ IN฀ DEMOCRATIC฀ PRIN


CIPLES฀AND฀REPUBLICAN฀RESPONSIBILITY�

,OSS฀OF฀#OMMUNITY฀AND฀#ONNECTION

!MERICA฀ IS฀AN฀ IDEAL฀EXPRESSED฀ IN฀ THE฀

$ECLARATION฀OF฀)NDEPENDENCE฀AND฀IMPLE


MENTED฀ THROUGH฀ THE฀ 5�3�฀ #ONSTITUTION�฀

3OME฀PEOPLE฀ARGUE฀THAT฀THE฀NATION฀CON


TINUALLY฀ STRIVES฀ FOR฀ BUT฀ NEVER฀ ACHIEVES฀

THAT฀ IDEAL฀ OF฀ A฀ DEMOCRATIC฀ REPUBLIC฀

ANCHORED฀IN฀CHARACTER฀AND฀VIRTUE�฀2ALPH฀

7ALDO฀ %MERSON฀ ����������	฀ WORRIED฀

ABOUT฀ THE฀ BREAKDOWN฀ OF฀ COMMUNITIES฀

AND฀ LOSS฀ OF฀ DEPENDABLE฀ MORALITY�฀ (E฀

WROTE฀THAT฀THE฀STATE฀OF฀SOCIETY฀hIS฀ONE฀IN฀

WHICH฀THE฀MEMBERS฀HAVE฀SUFFERED฀AMPU


TATION฀FROM฀THE฀TRUNK�฀AND฀STRUT฀ABOUT฀SO฀

MANY฀WALKING฀MONSTERS�A฀GOOD฀FINGER�฀

A฀NECK�฀A฀STOMACH�฀AN฀ELBOW�฀BUT฀NEVER฀

A฀MANv฀����	�

!S฀ EARLY฀ AS฀ THE฀ NINETEENTH฀ CENTURY�฀

THE฀TENSION฀BETWEEN฀INDIVIDUALISM฀AND฀

!MERICAN฀ REPUBLICAN฀ PRINCIPLES฀ WAS฀

EVIDENT�฀!MERICANS฀OFTEN฀ACT฀OUT฀OF฀SELF


INTEREST฀WITHOUT฀ REGARD฀ FOR฀COMMUNITY฀

INTERESTS�฀ %CONOMIC฀ AND฀ TECHNOLOGICAL฀

ADVANCEMENTS฀ HAVE฀ INCREASED฀ SOCIAL฀

FRAGMENTATION�฀ SEGMENTED฀ COMMUNI


TIES�฀ DISPERSED฀ FAMILIES�฀ AND฀ LEFT฀ INDI


VIDUALS฀ INCREASINGLY฀ ISOLATED�฀ 4WENTY
฀

FIRST
CENTURY฀ TECHNOLOGY฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ TELE


VISION�฀ THE฀ )NTERNET�฀ AND฀ ELECTRONIC฀

HEADSETS฀ MAY฀ HEIGHTEN฀ THIS฀ ISOLATION�฀

%NGAGING฀ IN฀ CIVIC฀ DISCOURSE฀ IS฀ HARD฀

WORK฀AND฀IS฀MORE฀DIFFICULT฀WHEN฀MEANS฀

FOR฀OPTING฀OUT฀ARE฀EASILY฀AVAILABLE�฀7ITH฀

A฀ POPULATION฀ OF฀ MORE฀ THAN฀ THREE฀ HUN


DRED฀MILLION฀PEOPLE฀�0HILLIPS฀����	�฀THE฀

5NITED฀3TATES฀HAS฀AN฀INCREASING฀NUMBER฀

OF฀CITIZENS฀WHO฀HAVE฀LITTLE฀OR฀NO฀TRADI


TION฀IN฀UNDERSTANDING฀DEMOCRACY�

4HE฀0ROBLEM�฀$EMOCRACY฀AT฀2ISK
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4HOMAS฀ *EFFERSON�S฀ REPUBLICAN฀ IDEAL฀

OF฀ENGAGED฀CITIZENRY฀IN฀SMALL฀RURAL฀COM


MUNITIES฀GAVE฀WAY฀TO฀INCREASINGLY฀LARGER฀

URBAN฀ AREAS�฀ "Y฀ THE฀ MID
TWENTIETH฀ CEN


TURY�฀ MORE฀ PEOPLE฀ STRUGGLED฀ TO฀ REMAIN฀

CONNECTED฀ AND฀ MAINTAIN฀ COMMUNITY฀

IN฀ SPRAWLING฀ SUBURBAN฀ SETTLEMENTS฀ AND฀

ENCLAVES฀ �-ORISON฀ ����	�฀ 3OME฀ SMALL฀

VILLAGES฀ AND฀ TOWNS฀ STILL฀ EXIST฀ IN฀ MANY฀

REGIONS฀OF฀THE฀NATION�฀!LSO�฀WITHIN฀LARGER฀

CITIES฀ OR฀ URBAN฀ CENTERS�฀ SMALL฀ NEIGHBOR


HOODS฀BRING฀PEOPLE฀TOGETHER฀SOCIALLY�฀CUL


TURALLY�฀ AND฀ POLITICALLY�฀ (OWEVER�฀ THERE฀

ARE฀ALSO฀PEOPLE฀SUCH฀AS฀AIRLINE฀PILOTS฀WHO฀

LIVE฀ IN฀ THE฀ 5NITED฀ 3TATES฀ BUT฀ CONSIDER฀

THEIR฀COMMUNITIES฀TO฀BE฀.EW฀9ORK�฀0ARIS�฀

!MSTERDAM�฀ (ONG฀ +ONG�฀ AND฀ 4OKYO�฀

WHERE฀THEIR฀JOBS฀TAKE฀THEM฀REGULARLY�฀3UCH฀

INDIVIDUALS฀MAY฀HAVE฀HOMES฀IN฀!MERICA�฀

BUT฀THEY฀OTHERWISE฀HAVE฀LITTLE฀CONNECTION฀

WITH฀ THE฀COMMUNITY฀AND฀CIVIC฀ LIFE�฀4HIS฀

CONDITION฀ IS฀NOT฀UNIQUE�฀PEOPLE฀ INCREAS


INGLY฀WORK฀ FOR฀MULTINATIONAL฀ COMPANIES฀

IN฀THE฀GLOBAL฀ECONOMY�

)N฀ MODERN฀ CORPORATE฀!MERICA�฀ LARGE฀

ORGANIZATIONS�BUSINESSES�฀ THE฀ GOV


ERNMENT�฀ THE฀ NEWS฀ MEDIA�฀ AND฀ FOUNDA


TIONS�PLAY฀ A฀ POWERFUL฀ ROLE฀ IN฀ MAK


ING฀ ECONOMIC฀ AND฀ POLITICAL฀ DECISIONS฀

THAT฀ OFTEN฀ TRANSCEND฀ NATIONAL฀ BORDERS�฀

!LTHOUGH฀PEOPLE฀OFTEN฀ARE฀AWARE฀OF฀THE฀

SITUATION�฀ THEY฀ CHOOSE฀ TO฀ ALLOW฀ THESE฀

ENTITIES฀TO฀MAKE฀DECISIONS�฀7HEN฀PEOPLE฀

DO฀ THIS�฀ THEY฀ ACT฀ AS฀ SUBJECTS�฀ NOT฀ CITI


ZENS�฀)NDIVIDUALS฀NORMALLY฀DO฀NOT฀LIKE฀TO฀

ENGAGE฀IN฀ARGUMENT฀AND฀DEBATE฀ON฀COM


PLEX฀ISSUES�฀4HIS฀TYPE฀OF฀DEBATE฀REQUIRES฀

CONSIDERABLE฀ EFFORT�฀ TIME�฀ AND฀ COURAGE�฀

4OO฀OFTEN�฀ IT฀ IS฀EASIER฀ TO฀GO฀ALONG฀WITH฀

THE฀WILL฀OF฀EXPERTS฀OR฀SPECIALISTS�

5NCHECKED�฀ THE฀ STATE฀ OR฀ GOVERNMENT฀

TENDS฀TO฀TAKE฀ON฀A฀LIFE฀OF฀ITS฀OWN฀AND฀ACT฀

INDIVIDUALLY�฀ 4HIS฀ PERSONIFICATION฀ OF฀ A฀

POLITICAL฀ENTITY฀CAN฀BE฀A฀DIRECT฀AND฀SERI


OUS฀ AFFRONT฀ TO฀ THE฀ INDIVIDUAL�S฀ FREEDOM฀

TO฀ ACT฀ AS฀ A฀ CITIZEN�฀ 7HEN฀ THIS฀ OCCURS�฀

DEMOCRACY฀IS฀GRADUALLY฀DIMINISHED�฀AND฀

IT฀BECOMES฀MORE฀ IMPORTANT฀ FOR฀CITIZENS฀

TO฀ASSUME฀A฀WATCHDOG฀RESPONSIBILITY฀AND฀

CHALLENGE฀THE฀ACTIONS฀OF฀THE฀STATE�

7ORKING฀4OGETHER

)N฀A฀DEMOCRATIC฀SOCIETY�฀THE฀INDIVIDUAL฀

IS฀ EXTREMELY฀ IMPORTANT�฀ &OREMOST�฀ CITI


ZENS฀ SERVE฀ AS฀ A฀ COUNTERVAILING฀ FORCE฀ TO฀

INFORM฀OR฀CHECK฀ON฀THE฀STATE�฀4HE฀ROLE฀OF฀

A฀CITIZEN฀IS฀SIMULTANEOUSLY฀TO฀BE฀LOYAL฀TO฀

THE฀ STATE฀ AND฀ TO฀ CRITICIZE฀ ITS฀ ACTIONS�TO฀

BOTH฀ LOVE฀ AND฀ DISCIPLINE฀ GOVERNMENT�

BECAUSE฀THE฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀BOTH฀THE฀GOVERN


MENT฀ AND฀ THE฀ GOVERNED�฀ -OST฀ CITIZENS฀

DO฀NOT฀UNDERSTAND฀THIS฀DUAL฀ROLE�฀BUT฀IT฀IS฀

CRITICAL�฀4HE฀ABILITY฀TO฀EXERCISE฀THESE฀TWO฀

RESPONSIBILITIES฀IS฀AN฀ESSENTIAL฀CHARACTER


ISTIC฀OF฀THE฀DEMOCRATIC฀CITIZEN�

-AINTAINING฀ THE฀ OFFICE฀ OF฀ CITIZEN฀

REQUIRES฀ ENERGY�฀ INTELLECT�฀ AND฀ A฀ KEEN฀

AWARENESS฀OF฀MUTUAL฀INTERESTS�฀4HE฀WORK฀

OF฀ DEMOCRACY฀ CANNOT฀ BE฀ DONE฀ ALONE�฀

DEMOCRACY฀ INVOLVES฀CONTINUOUS฀DEBATE�฀

#IVIL฀AND฀RESPECTFUL฀DEBATE฀ IS฀OFTEN฀ THE฀

MOST฀PRODUCTIVE�฀BUT฀EVEN฀WHEN฀DEBATES฀

BECOME฀RANCOROUS�฀CITIZENS฀MUST฀REMAIN฀

ENGAGED�฀$EMOCRACY฀ REQUIRES฀ THAT฀ CITI


ZENS฀ CONSTANTLY฀ MONITOR฀ THE฀ PROGRESS฀

OF฀ DEBATE฀ AND฀ ENGAGE฀ IT฀ TO฀ REPRESENT฀

THEIR฀INTERESTS฀AND฀OPINIONS�฀)T฀IS฀EASY฀TO฀

REVERT฀TO฀THE฀ROLE฀OF฀A฀SUBJECT�฀3ERVING฀AS฀

A฀ VIGILANT฀ CITIZEN฀ REQUIRES฀ EFFORT฀ AND฀ IS฀

EVEN฀RISKY฀WHEN฀IT฀PLACES฀THE฀INDIVIDUAL฀

IN฀A฀POLITICAL฀SPOTLIGHT�

#ITIZENS฀ALSO฀ABDICATE฀THEIR฀RESPONSI


BILITIES฀WHEN฀SELF
INTEREST฀TRUMPS฀PUBLIC฀

INTEREST�฀ 0LATO฀ AND฀ !RISTOTLE฀ CONCLUDED฀

THAT฀DEMOCRACY฀IS฀CORRUPT฀�(ELD฀����	�฀

AND฀THEY฀BELIEVED฀THAT฀ORDINARY฀HUMANS฀

ARE฀INCAPABLE฀OF฀THE฀DISCIPLINE฀REQUIRED฀

OF฀A฀DEMOCRATIC฀CITIZEN�฀-ANY฀!MERICAN฀

FOUNDERS฀ HELD฀ SIMILAR฀ DOUBTS฀ �-ORISON฀

����	�฀ 'EORGE฀ 7ASHINGTON฀ REFERRED฀ TO฀

COMMONERS฀AS฀hTHE฀GRAZING฀MULTITUDE�v฀

*OHN฀ !DAMS฀ REFERRED฀ TO฀ THEM฀ AS฀ THE฀

hCOMMON฀HERD฀OF฀MANKIND�v฀AND฀!LEX


ANDER฀(AMILTON฀DOUBTED฀PEOPLE�S฀MORAL฀

CAPACITIES฀�7OOD฀�����฀���	�฀(OWEVER�฀

THESE฀STUDENTS฀OF฀THE฀%NLIGHTENMENT฀ALSO฀

BELIEVED฀ IN฀ THE฀ POWER฀ OF฀ LEARNING฀ AND฀

EDUCATION�฀4HIS฀BELIEF฀CREATED฀IN฀THEM฀A฀

MORE฀OPTIMISTIC฀ ATTITUDE฀ TOWARD฀HUMAN฀

POTENTIAL�

3OME฀ PUNDITS฀ ARGUE฀ THAT฀ THE฀!MERI


CAN฀ PUBLIC฀ TODAY฀ LACKS฀ A฀ SENSE฀ OF฀

CIVIC฀ RESPONSIBILITY�฀ #ULTURAL฀ OBSERVERS฀

THROUGHOUT฀!MERICAN฀HISTORY฀HAVE฀SIMI


LARLY฀ QUESTIONED฀ WHETHER฀ THEIR฀ GENERA


TION฀OR฀THE฀NEXT฀GENERATION฀WAS฀CAPABLE฀

OF฀ BEARING฀ THEIR฀ CIVIC฀ RESPONSIBILITY฀

�,ASCH฀����	�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀NATION�S฀

PHYSICAL฀ INFRASTRUCTURE฀ IS฀ IN฀ NEED฀ OF฀

REPAIR�฀AS฀EVIDENCED฀BY฀BRIDGES฀COLLAPS


ING�฀STEAM฀PIPES฀EXPLODING�฀AND฀SCHOOLS฀

DETERIORATING�฀ 2ATHER฀ THAN฀ COPE฀ WITH฀

THE฀ CIVIC฀ ISSUES฀ MANY฀ 5�3�฀ CITIES฀ FACE�฀

MANY฀CITIZENS฀HAVE฀ABANDONED฀THEM฀FOR฀

NEW฀FACILITIES฀IN฀SUBURBAN฀COMMUNITIES฀

�,ASCH	�฀ (OWEVER�฀ BECAUSE฀ THE฀ NATION฀

HAS฀ PREVAILED฀ AND฀ ADVANCED�฀ THERE฀ IS฀

HOPE�฀ %XPERIENCE฀ SUGGESTS฀ THAT฀ CURRENT฀

AND฀FUTURE฀GENERATIONS฀CAN฀MEET฀SOCIAL�฀

ECONOMIC�฀ AND฀ POLITICAL฀ CHALLENGES�฀

(OWEVER�฀ WITH฀ EACH฀ NEW฀ ERA�฀ PEOPLE฀

FACE฀ NEW฀ CULTURAL฀ CONDITIONS�฀ 4ODAY�S฀

!MERICANS฀FACE฀AN฀EVER
INCREASING฀ORGA


NIZATIONAL฀OR฀INSTITUTIONAL฀SOCIETY฀WHOSE฀

GOALS฀ CAN฀ CONFLICT฀ WITH฀ THE฀ WELFARE฀ OF฀

THE฀INDIVIDUAL�

#HANGING฀%DUCATION

4HE฀ KEY฀ TO฀ REACTIVATING฀ !MERICAN฀

CIVIC฀ LIFE฀ LIES฀ IN฀ EDUCATION�฀ 4HIS฀ HAS฀

LONG฀ BEEN฀ THE฀ VIEW฀ OF฀ LEARNED฀ PEOPLE�฀

INCLUDING฀ MANY฀ WHO฀ LAID฀ THE฀ POLITICAL฀

FOUNDATION฀OF฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀�*EFFER


SON฀����	�฀%ARLY฀!MERICANS฀FACED฀A฀PRO


FOUND฀CHALLENGE�฀HOW฀TO฀CREATE฀AND฀PRE


SERVE฀ COMMUNITY�฀ MORALITY�฀ AND฀ SOCIAL฀

ORDER฀WITHOUT฀DESTROYING฀INDIVIDUAL฀LIB


ERTY�฀ 4HE฀ NATION�S฀ FOUNDERS฀ KNEW฀ THAT฀

THE฀AIM฀OF฀EDUCATION฀IN฀A฀REPUBLIC฀WAS฀TO฀

GIVE฀PEOPLE฀PURPOSE฀BY฀PROVIDING฀THEM฀

WITH฀ THE฀ OPPORTUNITY฀ TO฀ UNDERSTAND฀ THE฀

CULTURAL฀HERITAGE฀AND฀POSSESS฀THE฀KNOWL


EDGE฀THAT฀WOULD฀MAKE฀IT฀POSSIBLE฀TO฀ACT฀

RIGHTLY฀ AND฀ LEAD฀ HAPPY฀ LIVES�฀ %DUCATED฀

CITIZENS฀ARE฀ENGAGED฀CITIZENS�

7E฀ BELIEVE฀ THAT฀ ONLY฀ ENLIGHTENED฀

INDIVIDUALS฀ ARE฀ CAPABLE฀OF฀ CARRYING฀OUT฀

THE฀ DUTIES฀ OF฀ A฀ CITIZEN�฀ 4HIS฀ ABILITY฀ IS฀

ACQUIRED฀ THROUGH฀ AN฀ EDUCATION฀ BASED฀

ON฀POWERFUL฀IDEAS฀THAT�฀IN฀A฀DEMOCRACY�฀

MUST฀ BE฀ ACCESSIBLE฀ TO฀ ALL฀ ON฀ EQUITABLE฀

TERMS�฀ 7HAT฀ PEOPLE฀ WANT฀ FOR฀ THE฀ BEST฀

AND฀BRIGHTEST฀SHOULD฀BE฀PROVIDED฀FOR฀ALL฀

CHILDREN�฀ 4HIS฀ IS฀ THE฀ RESPONSIBILITY฀ OF฀

ADULTS฀TO฀THE฀YOUTHS฀IN฀SOCIETY�฀IT฀IS฀THE฀

ESSENTIAL฀PASSING฀ON฀OF฀CULTURAL฀HERITAGE�฀

&OR฀ THE฀ MOST฀ PART�฀ THIS฀ HERITAGE฀ CAN฀ BE฀

CONVEYED฀BY฀A฀CRITICAL฀STUDY฀OF฀HISTORY�฀

THE฀HUMANITIES�฀LITERATURE�฀ART�฀AND฀NATU


RAL฀ AND฀ SOCIAL฀ SCIENCE�฀ (ISTORY�฀ AND฀ IN฀

PARTICULAR฀ !MERICAN฀ HISTORY�฀ PLAYS฀ AN฀

IMPORTANT฀ROLE฀IN฀THE฀EDUCATION฀OF฀DEMO


CRATIC฀CITIZENS�฀4HE฀IDEAL฀IS฀AN฀EDUCATED฀

SOCIETY฀ IN฀ WHICH฀ ALL฀ INSTITUTIONS฀ AND฀

INDIVIDUALS฀ UNDERSTAND฀ THAT฀ IT฀ IS฀ THEIR฀

RESPONSIBILITY฀TO฀SERVE฀AS฀TEACHERS�
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4HE฀ CONDITION฀!MERICANS฀ FIND฀ TODAY฀

DIFFERS฀ FROM฀ THIS฀ PERENNIAL฀ PURPOSE฀ OF฀

EDUCATION�฀ 4ODAY�S฀ EDUCATIONAL฀ SYSTEM฀

FOCUSES฀ ALMOST฀ COMPLETELY฀ ON฀ WORK


FORCE฀ PREPARATION�฀7ORK฀ HAS฀ AN฀ IMPOR


TANT�฀EVEN฀CENTRAL�฀PLACE฀IN฀THE฀EDUCATION฀

OF฀ OLDER฀ STUDENTS�฀ $EVELOPING฀ APPRO


PRIATE฀ SKILLS฀ IS฀ A฀ REQUIREMENT฀ OF฀ USEFUL฀

EMPLOYMENT�฀ BUT฀ INCREASINGLY�฀ SCHOOLS�฀

COLLEGES�฀AND฀UNIVERSITIES฀FOCUS฀ON฀SKILLS฀

AND฀ INFORMATION฀ STUDENTS฀ WILL฀ NEED฀ TO฀

ACQUIRE฀A฀ JOB�฀STATUS�฀AND฀MONEY฀AT฀ THE฀

EXPENSE฀ OF฀ EDUCATING฀ STUDENTS฀ ABOUT฀

CIVIC฀ PARTICIPATION฀ AND฀ RESPONSIBILITIES�฀

7HEN฀ THE฀ PURPOSE฀ OF฀ SCHOOLING฀ IS฀ PRI


MARILY฀ FOR฀ SKILL฀ BUILDING�฀ INFORMATION฀

ACQUISITION�฀ AND฀ JOB฀ PREPARATION�฀ CIVIC฀

EDUCATION฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ REPLACED฀ WITH฀ JOB฀

TRAINING�

#ITIZENS฀ MUST฀ UNDERSTAND฀ THAT฀ THERE฀

IS฀ONLY฀ONE฀PURPOSE฀FOR฀EDUCATION฀IN฀THE฀

REPUBLIC�฀ TO฀ EDUCATE฀ CITIZENS฀ TO฀ KNOW฀

ABOUT฀AND฀PARTICIPATE฀IN฀ISSUES฀IMPORTANT฀

TO฀THE฀FLOURISHING฀OF฀THE฀REPUBLIC�฀%VERY


THING฀ELSE฀FLOWS฀FROM฀THIS฀CORE฀PURPOSE�฀

7ITHOUT฀QUALIFIED฀CITIZENS�฀ THERE฀ARE฀NO฀

INDIVIDUAL฀ FREEDOMS�฀ ACCUMULATIONS฀ OF฀

PRIVATE฀ WEALTH�฀ OR฀ INNOVATORS฀ CREATING฀

ECONOMIC฀OPPORTUNITY�฀AND฀THERE฀IS฀NOT฀A฀

CAPABLE฀WORKFORCE฀TO฀SUPPORT฀BUSINESSES฀

AND฀INSTITUTIONS�

4HE฀#HALLENGE฀OF฀$EMOCRACY

#ONTEMPORARY฀ !MERICA฀ FACES฀ SIG


NIFICANT฀ CHALLENGES�฀ AND฀ THE฀ ONLY฀ WAY฀

TO฀MEET฀ THOSE฀CHALLENGES฀ IS฀ TO฀HAVE฀AN฀

INFORMED฀ AND฀ ENGAGED฀ CITIZENRY�฀ 4HE฀

BEST฀WAY฀TO฀ENSURE฀THAT฀IS฀THROUGH฀EDU


CATION�฀ AND฀ PARTICULARLY฀!MERICAN฀ HIS


TORY฀ EDUCATION฀ WITH฀ A฀ FOCUS฀ ON฀ CIVIC฀

ENGAGEMENT�฀ 5�3�฀ HISTORY฀ HAS฀ LONG฀

BEEN฀ A฀ MAINSTAY฀ IN฀ THE฀ CURRICULUM฀ OF฀

!MERICAN฀ SCHOOLS�฀ 4HROUGHOUT฀ MUCH฀

OF฀THE฀NATION�฀STUDENTS฀STUDY฀THE฀SUBJECT฀

IN฀GRADES฀FIVE�฀EIGHT�฀AND฀ELEVEN�฀(OW


EVER�฀ THE฀ EMPHASIS฀ IS฀ OFTEN฀ ON฀ FACTS�฀

EVENTS�฀ DATES�฀ AND฀ PERSONALITIES฀ AND฀ IS฀

BASED฀ ON฀ STANDARDS฀ SET฀ BY฀ CURRICULUM฀

AUTHORITIES�฀ INCLUDING฀ CORPORATE฀ PUB


LISHERS฀ OF฀ TEXTBOOKS�฀ 4HE฀ APPROACH฀

TAKEN฀ BY฀ THESE฀ AUTHORITIES฀ IS฀ LARGELY฀

BASED฀ ON฀ DIDACTIC฀ HISTORICAL฀ CHRONOL


OGY�฀ )N฀ THE฀ QUEST฀ TO฀ COVER฀ ALL฀ EVENTS฀

IN฀!MERICAN฀HISTORY�฀ HISTORICAL฀ THEMES฀

AND฀ TRENDS฀ ARE฀ NEGLECTED฀ AND฀ CRITICAL฀

THOUGHT฀IS฀MINIMIZED�

!฀ SUCCESSFUL฀ CURRICULUM฀ SHOULD฀

EMPHASIZE฀ HOW฀ PAST฀ GENERATIONS฀ OF฀

!MERICAN฀ CITIZENS฀ HAVE฀ ENGAGED฀ CIVIC฀

DEBATE฀IN฀THEIR฀COMMUNITIES�฀STATES�฀AND฀

NATION฀ WHILE฀ HELPING฀ STUDENTS฀ ACQUIRE฀

�A	฀ THE฀ ABILITY฀ TO฀ CHALLENGE฀ OPINIONS฀

AND฀ VALUE฀ STATEMENTS฀ AND฀ �B	฀ THE฀ SKILLS฀

NEEDED฀TO฀DEBATE฀CURRENT฀ISSUES฀IN฀THEIR฀

COMMUNITIES�฀ !฀ SUCCESSFUL฀ CURRICU


LUM฀ SHOULD฀ ENGENDER฀ AFFECTION฀ FOR฀ THE฀

NATION�S฀HISTORY฀AND฀ THE฀CIVIC฀ RESPONSI


BILITIES฀OF฀INDIVIDUAL฀CITIZENS�

&OR฀ MANY฀ PEOPLE�฀ THE฀ STUDY฀ OF฀ HIS


TORY฀ ENDS฀ WITH฀ HIGH฀ SCHOOL฀ EDUCATION�฀

#OLLEGE฀ STUDENTS฀ IN฀ MANY฀ FIELDS฀ NEVER฀

RETURN฀ TO฀ AN฀ INVESTIGATION฀ AND฀ UNDER


STANDING฀ OF฀ DEEPER฀ LESSONS฀ IN฀ HISTORY�฀

!LSO�฀ CONTINUING฀ EDUCATION฀ IN฀ HISTORY฀

IS฀RARE฀FOR฀ADULTS�฀EXCEPT฀FOR฀ THOSE฀WHO฀

PURSUE฀THIS฀SUBJECT฀THROUGH฀READING฀AND฀

CIVIC฀ ENGAGEMENT�฀ )F฀!MERICANS฀ ARE฀ TO฀

MEET฀ THE฀CHALLENGES฀OF฀MODERN฀SOCIETY�฀

CITIZENS฀ MUST฀ RECOMMIT฀ THEMSELVES฀ TO฀

THE฀HISTORIC฀REALITY฀THAT฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀

IS฀AN฀IDEA฀SUSTAINED฀THROUGH฀AN฀ENDURING฀

DEBATE฀ OF฀ THE฀ ISSUES�฀ CHALLENGES�฀ AND฀

OPPORTUNITIES฀THAT฀FACE฀ITS฀CITIZENS�
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