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                   Saeb Erekat Dr. Saeb Erekat is a member o f the Executive Committee o f the Palestine Liberation Organization and a member o f the Fateh Central Committee. For many years he has been the senior negotiator f o r the PLO in negotiations with Israel.
 Palestinian-Israeli Relations Have Entered the Point o f No Return As a result o f the recent Israeli elections, the new government led by Binyamin Netanyahu will apparently be dominated by the right-wing and extreme right-wing political parties. It will accelerate and intensify its actions against the Palestinian people, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) and the Palestinian National Authority (PNA).
 At the same time, the PLO has set forth its strategic plan to face Israel’s refusal to fulfill its obligation and commitment to the two-state solution and to end the occupation by pursuing international legitimacy channels. 
 Now that Palestine has joined the International Criminal Court (ICC), it is planning to submit to the court the settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) file and the aggression against the Gaza Strip file, in addition to other files.
 The PLO Central Council assembled on April 26-27, 2014 with two main issues on the agenda. The first was to determine its future relations with Israel and the prospects for the negotiations process, and the second was to follow up with internal reconciliation efforts.
 The Council held Israel responsible for the failure to revive the negotiations process, which was deadlocked as a result o f Israel’s policy o f ongoing settlement activities, which increased by 40% in 2014; its refusal to demarcate the borders o f the two states on the June 1967 borders; its refusal to release the last o f the Palestinian prisoners detained before the Oslo Accords, as previously agreed; its escalation o f attacks, assassinations, raids, land confiscation, Separation Wall construction, collective punishment policies and house demolitions; its denial o f the signed agreements; its continued blockade o f the Gaza Strip by land, sea and air; its periodic seizure o f the Palestinian people’s funds; its withholding o f other financial dues; and its attempt to transform the conflict into a religious conflict by 12 PALESTINE-ISRAEL JOURNAL           !"#     $ %    & % ' (    )*$)+,-   .  ! -+/ #! ! !  !"# 0 0      .   ,123  $    . &% $      . #!  ( )+ $  $    &     4 $ !"# .  .                5  &%     $  &%  0  6 )-) &% ' (  6 237,1 )+,)$  8 !   .  $  !"# 0 0     9  &%  0         !  -$ ,123 ' "   !"#$  . !   # (    $   !"# :5  . 0  ! ; ( <( ; 8 =$    9  % 0            > .   . ) ? !    . $   >   .     8  International Diplomacy and the PLO Strategic Plan The M inisterial Committee o f the Arab League met on January 15, 2015 and reaffinned its commitment to the Palestinian right to self- determination as well as its commitment to the Arab Peace Initiative. The Arab League decided to support the PLO strategic plan3 and is expected to submit a draft resolution at the UNSC to end the Israeli occupation.
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 The PLO Central Council Recommendations In light o f the need to clarify relations with Israel, to achieve Palestinian national reconciliation, to follow up on the State o f Palestine’s accession to international institutions and treaties, and to strengthen our Arab and international relations, the PLO Central Council presented at the end of its session March 5, 2015 issued the following recommendations and decisions:
 1. The PLO Central Council calls on the Occupying Power (Israel) to assume all o f its responsibilities for the Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestine Territories (the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip).
 2. It calls for a stop to all forms o f security coordination with the Occupying Power (Israel).
 The Dissolution of the Palestinian Authority Is Not on the Table When we call for a clarification o f the relationship with Israel, or call on the Occupying Power (Israel) to carry out all o f its responsibilities, we are not calling to dissolve the PA, which we consider to be the fruit o f the struggle o f the Palestinian people. What we are referring to is Israel’s attempt to transform the PA, which was founded to enable the Palestinian people to progress from occupation to independence, into an authority for paying salaries and security coordination. Successive Israeli governments have succeeded in divesting the PA o f its general mandate in all security, geographic, personal, judicial and economic fields.
 What is required is to determine how to bring about the desired balance in the Israeli-Palestinian relationship based on mutual commitments, and 20.2&3 15                  !   "     ! # $     % &    ' ! (  %   "    ) ' *  !    ! %    !      ) ' "    ! +, *  - * % .
 Preparing a New Resolution for the UN Security Council It should be emphasized that any new draft resolution in the UNSC must include:
 * the establishment o f the State o f Palestine on the June 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital; * a solution to the refugees issue based on UNSC Resolution 194 and the Arab Peace Initiative; * the release o f Palestinian prisoners; * no mention o f the “Jewish state” concept or any security formulations that would keep Israeli troops deployed along the Jordan River, or of anything that would maintain the separation o f the Gaza Strip from the West Bank; * the adoption o f the Arab Peace Initiative as an integral document, with all its elements together; * the resolutions o f international legitimacy, from UNSC Resolution 242 to UNG A Resolution 67/19 of2012, which recognized the State o f Palestine as a non-member observer state; and * the commitment to a comprehensive cessation o f all settlement activities in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, without any exceptions.
 An International Conference Should Be Convened The peace process should be launched through an international conference under international oversight. This conference should include, in addition to the five perm anent m em bers o f the Security Council, representatives o f the Arab states, the European Union and the BRICS countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa). A time limit for the negotiations should be specified for a period o f one year, and full 16 PALESTINE-ISRAEL JOURNAL       ! Joining International Bodies and Conventions 1. The PLO Executive Committee will follow up with submitting to the ICC the files o f recent aggression against the Gaza Strip in 2014 and the settlement file since 1968, including all settlement activities, and Jewish settlers’ attacks on the Palestinian population in the OPT, land confiscation, house demolitions, bypass roads, infrastructure, all forms o f settlement construction, the Separation Wall, and others. Additionally, the PLO Executive Committee should follow up on the implementation o f what was mentioned in the legal ruling o f the International Court of Justice and its approval as a legal reference in the settlements and the Separation Wall in all international actions.
 2. The PLO Executive Committee should also prepare the instruments o f accession to a number o f additional international treaties, institutions, conventions, protocols and agreements.
 3. The PLO Executive Committee should continue its efforts with the UN secretary-general to establish a special system o f international protection for the Palestinian people in the OPT.
 4. The PLO Executive C om m ittee should affirm to the international community that the accession o f the State o f Palestine to the international conventions, including the International Criminal Court, is a right o f the State o f Palestine and a procedure to be followed to maintain the principle o f two states on the June 1967 borders and to protect the interests o f the Palestinian people.
 5. The PLO Executive Committee should follow up on cases brought against the PLO and the PA and its institutions in the U.S. courts, appeal against the New York C ourt’s recent decision, and lodge legal action against the government o f Israel for killing Palestinian citizens holding U.S. 
 citizenship.
 Importance of the Role o f the European Union The PLO Executive C om m ittee’s efforts to obtain EU countries’ recognition o f the State o f Palestine on the June 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as its capital, should be continued:
 1. The PLO Executive Committee should intensify its work with the EU to 20.2&3 17         !  "  " ##$ %& &  " ' ( )  * + ,$ - .  $   /  0 , 0  -1   - % &  2  ' ( 3 %  4 0 , 0  -1 "  &   " $ ,   % 0   The Need to Advance the Process of National Reconciliation 1. The PLO Executive Committee should speed up the process o f Palestinian reconciliation to ensure that the agreement on holding elections for the presidency o f the State o f Palestine and for the Palestinian National Council will be carried out.
 2. Before the presidential elections, the Palestinian National Council should hold a session, with the participation o f Elamas and Islamic Jihad, to elect a new executive committee for the PLO, to serve as the Provisional Government for the State o f Palestine in accordance with the UNGA Resolution 67/19 o f 2012.
 3. The PLO Executive Committee should emphasize that the Palestinian National Council is the parliament for the State o f Palestine.
 4. It should finalize the drafting, ratification and approval o f the Palestinian constitution at the upcoming meeting o f the PLO Central Council.
 The implementation o f the Palestinian strategy with all o f its Arab, American, Israeli and European pillars, along with Russia, China, the BRICS countries, the non-aligned countries, the Organization o f American States, the African Union and above all the Palestinians, requires an end to internal division; achievement o f national reconciliation; strengthening o f the resilience o f our people on our occupied land in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip; and accelerating peaceful popular resistance within a continuous and systematic plan. This is in addition to the accession o f the State o f Palestine to international institutions, conventions, treaties and protocols. This necessarily means shortening the time needed to establish the State o f Palestine on the June 1967 borders and East Jerusalem as its capital to the geographical map.
 18 PALESTINE-ISRAEL JOURNAL                 !  " #$%& ' "        This article is based upon resolutions taken at the Palestinian Central Council’s Meeting in Ramallah, on March 4-5, 2015, a n d a p a p er prepared in Arabic by Dr. Erekat and subm itted to the Palestinian leadership. Nisreen A buZayyad summarized, compiled, translated and edited this article, which was approved by Dr. Erekat.
 Endnotes:
 1. The Temple Mount 2. The PLO applied to jo in the following international bodies, treaties and conventions: Convention on the Prevention o f Punishment o f Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents; Convention on the Non-Applicability o f Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against Humanity; United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime; Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal; United Nations Convention on the Law o f the Sea; Convention on Biological Diversity; Convention on the Law o f the Non-Navigational Uses of International watercourses; Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Protection o f Victims o f Non-International armed Conflicts (Protocol II); Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem (Protocol III); Rome Statute o f the International Criminal Court; Convention on the Political Rights o f Women; Convention on the Safety of the United Nations and Associated Personnel; Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement o f Foreign Arbitral Awards (the New York Convention); Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities o f the ICC; Declaration in Accordance with the Rome Statute of the ICC, Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons; Convention on the Prohibitions of Restriction on the Use o f Certain Conventional Weapons which may be deemed to be Excessively Injurious o f to have Indiscriminate Effects, and Convention on Cluster Munitions.
 3. The 26th Arab League Summit o f 28-30 March 2015 ratified all resolutions related to the PLO strategy.
 20.2&3 19 Copyright ofPalestine- IsraelJournal ofPolitics, Economics &Culture isthe property of Palestine- IsraelJournal anditscontent maynotbecopied oremailed tomultiple sitesor posted toalistserv without thecopyright holder'sexpresswrittenpermission. However,users may print, download, oremail articles forindividual use. 
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