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sacrifice of fellow-countrymen for one another. In
war the chaff is winnowed from the wheat. Those
who have lived through 1870 cannot fil to under-
stand Niebuhr's’ description of his feelings in 1813,
when he speaks ofhow no one who has entered into
the joy of being bound by a common tie to all his
compatriots, gentle and simple alike, can ever forger
how he was uplified by the love, the friendliness,
and the strength of that murual sentiment.

It is war which fosters the political idealism
which the materialist rejects. What a disaster for
civilization it would be if mankind blotted its he-
roes from memory. The heroes of a nation are the
figures which rejoice and inspire the spirit of its
youth, and the writers whose words ring like trum-
pet blasts become the idols of our boyhood and our
carly manhood. He who feels no answering thrill is
unworthy to bear arms for his country. To appeal
from this judgment to Christianity would be sheer
perversity, for does not the Bible distinctly say that
the ruler shall rule by the sword, and again thac
greater love hath no man than to lay down his life
for his friend? To Aryan® races, who are before all
things courageous, the foolish preaching of ever-
lasting peace has always been in vain. They have al-
ways been man enough to maintain with the sword
what they have attained through the spirit. . .

On the English

The hypocritical Englishman, with the Bible
in one hand and a pipe of opium’ in the other,

*Barthold Georg Niebuhr (1776-183 1) was a Prussian civil
servant and historian best known for his three-volume his-
tory of Rome.

*Today, the term Aryan, or Indo-Iranian, refers to a branch
of the Indo-European family of languages, which also includes
Baltic, Slavic, Armenian, Greek, Celtic, Latin, and Germanic.
Indo-lranian includes Bengali, Persian, Punjabi, and Hindi. In
Treitschke's day Aryan was used to refer not only to the
prehistoric language from which all these languages derive
but also to the racial group that spoke the language and mi-
grated from its base in central Asia to Europe and India in
the distant past. In the racial mythology that grew in connec-

possesses no redeeming qualities. The nation was
an ancient robber-knight, in full armor, lance in
hand, on every one of the world’s trade routes.
The English possess a commercial spirit, a love
of money which has killed every sentiment of
honor and every distinction of right and wrong,
English cowardice and sensuality are hidden be-
hind unctuous, theological fine talk which is to
us free-thinking German heretics among all the
sins of English nature the most repugnant. In
England all notions of honor and class prejudices
vanish before the power of money, whereas the
ty has remained poor but chival-
rous. That last indispensable bulwark against the
brutalization of society—the duel—has gone out
of fashion in England and soon disappeared, to
be supplanted by the riding whip.? This was a tri-
umph of vulgarity. The newspapers, in their ac-
counts of aristocratic weddings, record in exact

German no

derail how much each wedding guest has con-
tributed in the form of presents or in cash; even
the youth of the nation have turned their sports
into a business, and contend for valuable prizes,
whereas the German students wrought havoc on
their countenances for the sake of a real or imagi-
nary honor.”

On Jews

The Jews at one time played a necessary role in
German history, because of their ability in the
management of money. But now that the Aryans

Treitschke is making a point about what he views as the
hypocrisy of the British, professed Christians who nonethe-
less sell opium to the Chinese.
*Aristocratic men frequently settled disputes concerning
their honor by dueling. To Treitschke, abandoning the duel
for less manly pursuits such as hunting and horseback riding
was a sign of decadence.
"Treitschke is again using examples from sports to under-
score the differences between the Germans and the English.
English sports such as rugby and football (soccer) were or-
ized into professional | : the Germans were still

& g
willine to be scarred in ditels to defand their hanar
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have become accustomed to the idiosyncrasies of
finance, the Jews are no longer necessary. The in-
ternational Jew, hidden in the mask of nationali-
ties, is a disintegrating influence; he can be of no

further use to the world. It is necessary to speak
openly about the Jews, undisturbed by the fact that
the Jewish press befouls what is purely historical
truth.

A Defense of French Imperialism
63 » JULES FERRY, SPEECH BEFORE THE FRENCH NATIONAL

ASSEMBLY

Jules Ferry (1832-1893), a French politician and ardent imperialist, twice served as
premier of France. During his premierships (1880-1881, 1883—1885), France an-
nexed Tunisia and parts of Indochina and directed French explorations in the Congo
and of the Niger region of Africa. In debates in the French National Assembly, he
frequently defended his policies against socialist and conservative critics who op-
posed French imperialism. In the following selection from a speech on July 28, 1883,
he summarizes his reasons for supporting French expansionism; it also sheds light

on his opponents’ views.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS

I. According to Ferry, what recent developments in world trade have made France's

need for colonies more urgent?

2. What arguments against imperialism are proposed by Ferry’s critics? How does

Ferry counter them?

3. Aside from providing markets for French goods, what other economic advan-
tages do colonies offer, according to Ferry?
4. How does Ferry's appeal for colonies reflect nineteenth-century nationalism?

M. JuLes Ferry Gentlemen, it embarrasses me to
make such a prolonged demand upon the gracious
attention of the Chamber, but I believe that the
duty I am fulfilling upon this platform is not a
useless one: It is as strenuous for me as for you, but
I believe that there is some benefit in summariz-
ing and condensing, in the form of arguments, the
principles, the motives, and the various interests
by which a policy of colonial expansion may be
justified; it goes without saying that I will try to
remain reasonable, moderate, and never lose sight
of the major continental interests which are the
primary concern of this country. What 1 wish to

say, to support this proposition, is that in facr, just
as in word, the policy of colonial expansion is a
political and economic system; I wish to say that
one can relate this system to three orders of ideas:
economic ideas, ideas of civilization in its highest
sense, and ideas of politics and patriotism.

In the area of economics, 1 will allow myself
to place before you, with the support of some
figures, the considerations which justify a policy
of colonial expansion from the point of view of
that need, felt more and more strongly by the
industrial populations of Europe and particularly
those of our own rich and hard working country:
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the need for export markets. . . . 1 will formu-
late only in a general way what each of you, in
the different parts of France, is in a position to
confirm. Yes, what is lacking for our great in-
dustry, drawn irrevocably on to the path of ex-
portation by the (free trade) treaties of 1860,
what it lacks more and more is export markets.
Why? Because next door to us Germany is sur-
rounded by [rariff] barriers, because beyond the
ocean, the United States of America has become
protectionist, protectionist in the most extreme
sense, because not only have these great markets,
I will not say closed but shrunk, and thus become
more difficult of access for our industrial prod-
ucts, but also these great states are beginning to
pour products not seen heretofore into our own
markets. . . . It is not necessary to pursue this
demonstration any further. . ..

... Gentlemen, there is a second point, a sec-
ond order of ideas to which I have to give equal
attention. bur as quickly as possible, believe
me: it is the humanitarian and civilizing side
of the question. On this point the honorable
M. Camille Pelletan? has jeered in his own re-
fined and clever manner; he jeers, he condemns,
and he says “What is this civilization which you
impose with cannon-balls? What is it but an-
other form of barbarism? Don’t these popula-
tions, these inferior races, have the same rights
as you? Aren’t they masters of their own houses?
Have they called upon you? You come to them
against their will, you offer them violence, but
not civilization.” There, gentlemen, is the thesis;
I do not hesitate to say that this is not politics,
nor is it history: it is political metaphysics. (“44,

Ah"on far left.)?

IRefers to a treaty between Great Britain and France that
lowered tariffs between the two nations.

Pelletan (1846-1915) was a radical republican politician
noted for his strong patriotism.
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... Gentlemen, I must speak from a higher and
more truthful plane. It must be stated openly that,
in effect, superior races have rights over inferior
races. (Movement on many benches on the far left.)

M. JuLes MaiGNe Oh! You dare to say this in the
country which has proclaimed the rights of man!

M. pe GuiLLouter This is a justification of slav-
ery and the slave trade!

M. JuLes Ferry If M. Maigne is right, if the dec-
laration of the rights of man was written for the
blacks of equatorial Africa, then by what right do
you impose regular commerce upon them? They
have not called upon you.

M. Raour Duvar We do not want to impose
anything upon them. It is you who wish to do so!

M. JuLes MaiGne To propose and to impose are
wwo different things!

M. Georges PeriN' In any case, you cannot
bring aboutr commerce by force.

M. JuLes Ferry | repeat that superior races have
a right, because they have a duty. They have the
duty to civilize inferior races. . .

That is what I have to answer M. Pelletan in re-
gard to the second point upon which he touched.

He then touched upon a third, more delicare,
more serious point, and upon which I ask your
permission to express myself quite frankly. It is
the political side of the question. The honorable
M. Pelletan, who is a distinguished writer, always
comes up with remarkably precisc formulations.
1 will borrow from him the one which he applied
the other day to this aspect of colonial policy.

the left, moderates in the center, and conservatives on the
right. By the 1880s the “left” also included socialists.
Maigne. Guilloutet. Duval, and Perin were all members of
the assembly.
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“It is a system,” he says, “which consists of
seeking out compensations in the Orient with a
circumspect and peaceful seclusion which is actu-
ally imposed upon us in Europe.”

1 would like to explain myself in regard to this.
I do not like this word “compensation,” and, in
effect, not here but clsewhere it has often been
used in a treacherous way. If what is being said
or insinuated is that a republican minister could
possibly believe that there are in any part of the
world compensations for the disasters which we
have experienced,’ an injury is being inflicted .. .
and an injury undeserved by that government.
(Applause at the center and left.) 1 will ward off chis
injury with all the force of my patriotism! (New
applasse and bravos from the same benches.)

Gentlemen, there are certain considerations
which merit the attention of all patriots. The con-
ditions of naval warfare have been profoundly al-
tered. (“Very true! Very true!”)

At this time, as you know, a warship cannot
carry more than fourteen days’ worth of coal. no
matter how perfectly it is organized. and a ship
which is out of coal is a derelict on the surface
of the sea, abandoned to the first person who
comes along. Thence the necessity of having on
the occans provision stations, shelters, ports for
defense and revictualling, (Applause at the center
and lefi. Varions interruptions.) And it is for chis

that we needed Tunisia, for this that we needed
Saigon and the Mekong Delta, for this thar we
nced Madagascar, that we are at Diego-Suarez and
Vohemar® and will never leave them! (Applanse
from a great number of benches.) Gentlemen, in
Europe as it is today, in this competition of so
many rivals which we sec growing around us, some
by perfecting their military or maritime forces,
others by the prodigious development of an ever
growing population; in a Europe, or rather in a
universe of this sort, a policy of peaceful seclusion
or abstention is simply the highway to decadence!
Nations are great in our times only by means of
the activities which they develop; it is not simply
“by the peaceful shining forth of institutions™ (/-
terruptions on the extreme left and right) that they
are great at this hour. ..

(The Republican Party) has shown that it is
quite aware that one cannot impose upon France
a political ideal conforming to that of nations like
independent Belgium and the Swiss Republic:
that something clsc is needed for France: that she
cannot be merely a free country, that she must also
be a great country, exercising all of her rightful in-
fluence over the destiny of Europe, that she ought
to propagate this influence throughour the world
and carry everywhere that she can her language.
her customs, her flag, her arms, and her genius.

(Applanse at center and left.)

SRefers to France's defeat by Prussia and the German states
in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871.

¢Madagascar port cities.

Images of Imperialism in Great Britain
64 + ADVERTISEMENTS AND ILLUSTRATIONS FROM BRITISH

BOOKS AND PERIODICALS

Although late-nineteenth-century imper

sm had many critics, there is no doubt

that in the major imperialist states, it had broad support, not just from investors,
missionary groups, and civil servants who had direct interests in Africa and Asia,
but also from the general populace. For many of its supporters, imperialism con-
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