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Chapter 17: Computer Security

ETHICAL ISSUES

Like websites, blogs became ubiquitous vir-
tually overnight. A blog is a weblog or online
journal. Most blogs are interactive and pro-
vide for feedback from readers. Whereas
most bloggers write about mundane matters,
the blogosphere has also emerged as a viable
alternative news medium. Blogs are having
an increasing impact on the public, some-
times supplementing or correcting reporting
of the mainstream media. For example, in
2004, blogs quickly exposed the inauthentic-
ity of the documenis used in a 60 Minutes story
about President George W. Bush’s National
Guard service. Many other blogs consistently
provide a unique and unconventional per-
spective on the local and national news.

According to The Wall Street Journal, the
audience for alternative media is expand-
ing: "The number of Americans reading
blogs jumped 58% in 2004 1o an estimated
32 million people . . . with about 11 million
looking to political blogs for news during
the [2004] presidential campaign.”” By
March 2008, the number of people globally
who read blogs was 346,000,000.

But blogs are not just for online jour-
nalists or political commentators, There are
personal blogs, like the one being kep1 by the
grandson of one of the authors. He is tak-
ing a year off after college to travel; his blog
keeps family and friends in touch. There are
corporate and organizational blogs, which
enhance the communication and culiure
of the organization. Blogs can be sorted by
genre, such as political blogs, travel blogs,

and classical music blogs; the list is endless.
Blogs can be sorted by media type: They can
contain videos, music, sketches, and photo-
graphs. Blogs also can be characierized by
the device used to create them.

Of course, the blogosphere is not with-
out its share of controversies. One such con-
troversy erupted in 2005 after some bloggers
posted confidential Apple Computer docu-
ments about an unreleased Apple product.
Apple demanded 1o know the source of this
information, but the bloggers argued that
they were journalists, so they should be
protecied under federal and state laws from
revealing their sources. A California judge
disagreed, however, and ruled that the blog-
gers must reveal their sources.

Unfortunately, the judge in this case did
not address the central question: Do bloggers
deserve the same privileges to protect their
sources that are accorded to journalists? On
the one hand, these bloggers are acting just
like journalists by reporting the news, so
why shouldn’i they have the same privileges
as journalists? On the other hand, “the pros-
pect of 10, 20, or 50 million bloggers claim-
ing journalistic privilege terrifies judges and
First Amendment lawyers alike, [since] they
fear that anyone who has a website, if called
to tesiily by a grand jury, could claim the
privilege and refuse 1o cooperate.”®

In early 2014, the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit in San Francisco ren-
dered a verdict that gives bloggers the same
protection as journalists.
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