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                 Short Formal Analysis Paper Guidelines  Art 114 - Art History Survey I A formal analysis reveals the ways in which an artist manipulates formal devices (composition, line, shape, color, etc.) to convey the subject and/or meaning of a work to the viewer. The key to formal analysis is  critical and close observation of the wo rk of art. Assignment:   Write a formal analysis of ONE work of art in the collection of the Ackland Art Museum (Chapel Hill) or the  North Car olina Museum of Art, West Building (Raleigh ). You may choose to write about any object in one  these two collections, but it must be a work of art created during the time period we are studying in this  class (prehistory through 1400) .   To write this paper, please visit one of these institution s an d select ONE object to analyze. Be sure to choose  an object that is easy to analyze (you don’t want to run out of observations!). Both offer free admission. A t  the NCMA please go to the West Building where the permanent collection is located and admission is free.  Links to both museums will be provided. If you cannot visit either museum, please search these collections online to choose an object to write about for your paper. Ackland Art Museum: http://ackland.org/collections/ (Click on “Search the Ackland’s Collection Database  and select a department from the scroll down menu or search by time period, culture, or medium). North Carolina Museum of A rt Collection: http://ncartmuseum.org/art/collection/ (search the African,  Ancient American, Classical, or Egyptian collections)   *Be sure to follow the above guidelines. You must write about a work o f art from one of these collections  and from the appropriate time period. Papers that do not follow these guidelines will be accepted at half  credit only . Using our lecture on Formal Analysis as your guide (Week 1) , address the most important formal ele ments  of the work you chose. For instance, you might find that you have a lot to write about line, color, and light, but nothing to discuss regarding motion and texture. Since this is a short paper , you should focus on the  key elements in the work. Plea se choose at least 2 to discuss.   List of formal elements/principles: composition, lin e, color, depth of space, shape or form, light, texture,  time & motion, proportion or scale . Length: 1 – 1 ½  page s (approx. 300 -500 words) . Your paper should b e double -spaced with 1” margins and  12 -point font. Use Times New Roman, or a similar font.  Due: Thursday , June 15 th at 11:59pm EST . Upload your paper as ONE word document to Sakai (in  Assignments ). You must also include an image of your chosen work of art at the end of your word  document. If you have questions about how to include an image, please let me know.   As stated in the Syllabus, p apers will be downgraded 10% of the total for every day they are late (for this  assignme nt your paper will be downgraded 5 points each day). Papers will only be accepted up to one week  late (papers submitted after 1 week will receive “0” points). Points: 50 Things to keep in mind:  1. A formal analysis is not a personal response to a work of art but an attempt to understand how the formal elements shape a viewer’s response to the work. In other words, remain objective. What you like or do not  like about the work of art is not impor tant here.   2. The main questions to consider when doing your analysis: Why did the artist choose certain formal  elements? How are they used? 3. Be sure to ANALYZE the work of art – do not just describe it. Think about what effect the colors, lines,  etc. have on the work and the viewer. 4. Look closely at your work of art (in person, if possible).   5. Do not try to interpret the work of art – I’m not looking for you to decipher meaning . This would require  research.   6. Do not discuss the formal ele ments like a list. Instead, your paper should be written in essay form and it  should flow logically as you move from a discussion of one formal element to the next. 7. This is an exercise in looking and your paper should include your own observations only . DO NOT  RESEARCH your work of art. However, if you draw on information that you have acquired outside of  lectures and assigned readings, please be sure to cite these outside sources ! Please choose a consistent  citation style — MLA, APA, Chicago. 8. Proofread your paper after you have written it. Be sure to avoid common mistakes and make sure you  are communicating your ideas clearly . Also, do not use contractions in formal writing and avoid using  personal pronouns (I, we, my). 9. Plagiarism results in a zero for the assignment and the offense will be reported to the Office of the Chief  Instructional Officer.   Your paper should consist of:  • Name at the top (give yourself credit !)  • Brief Introduction : description of the work (What is it? When was it cr eated? Other basic  information) and tell the reader which elements you plan to analyze.  • Analysis of at least 2 formal elements (2 solid paragraphs)  • Brief conclusion  • Image  • No Research, Just Close Looking!   
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                Fast and convenient

                Simply post your question and get it answered by professional tutor within 30 minutes. It's as simple as that!
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                Any topic, any difficulty

                We've got thousands of tutors in different areas of study who are willing to help you with any kind of academic assignment, be it a math homework or an article. 
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                100% Satisfied Students

                Join 3,4 million+ members who are already getting homework help from StudyDaddy!
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