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America’s Democracy
	This is where the introduction for your paper should begin.  You should indent the first paragraph and include a hook to draw your reader in and make the topic interesting.  Your introduction should also include an overview of the main points you will discuss in your paper and conclude with a clear and concise thesis statement of 25 words or less that clearly summarizes what your paper is about.  Please be sure to not refer to the paper in your paper.  For example, “In this paper, I will discuss…” is not appropriate for formal writing.  Also, your paper should not use words such as I, we, or you.  Start the first paragraph here.  It should introduce your reader to the subject you are writing about, as well as your particular position or claim.  Be sure that your thesis reflects on all four of the topics you will discuss in a concise manner of 25 words or less.  Your introduction should be at least ½ a page in length.
US Constitution
	Your paper should include the four main headings, as outlined in this template.  It is vital, in order to fully meet the expectations for this paper that you support your arguments utilizing scholarly sources.  You must is properly cited with in-text APA formatted citations and an APA reference list in order to avoid plagiarism.  No more than 10% of your paper should be direct quotations.  Be sure to summarize, paraphrase, and include in-text citations.  Each heading should focus on the topics you discussed in your Week 1, 2, 3, and 4 Learning Activities.  Each heading/topic should be a a minimum of 1 to 1.5 pages in length. Please do not just cut and paste the paragraphs from your Learning Activities.  It is important to include transitions and to more deeply reflect and expand on the material from each week.  Be sure to review the WayPoint feedback provided by your instructor each week and integrate the feedback into your revisions as you expand your analysis of each topic for your final paper.  (see attached file on Constitution)
Federalism
Your section heading should focus on Federalism.  Utilize your Learning Activities as a guide to construct each section of your paper or create an outline or list to help you organize the evidence you plan to present.  Be sure to include the appropriate transitions, review your instructors comments from your Week Two Learning Activity, and expand on the material regarding Federalism. ( see attached file on Federalism)
				Branches of Government
	The third section of your final paper should focus on one of the branches of government, as you discussed in your Learning Activity.  Be sure to include the appropriate transitions, review your instructors comments from your Week Three Learning Activity, and expand on the material regarding the branch of government you have selected.  Each paragraph of your assignment should be clear and easy to follow.  ( see attached file on legislature)
Political Parties, Interest Groups, or Elections
The 4th section of your paper should focus on Political Parties, Interest Groups, or Elections as researched in your Week 4 Learning Activity.  Once again, Be sure to include the appropriate transitions, review your instructors comments from your Week Three Learning Activity, and expand on the material regarding the topic you have selected. In addition to being well-written, each paragraph throughout your paper should include an in-text citation to all ideas, references, or quotations  that are from outside sources and research.  ( see attached file on Political parties)
Conclusion
Your paper should conclude with a review of your main points and a review of your thesis.  

Remember to start your references on a new page.  Space down until References is as the top of the final page of your paper. 
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*Please delete the notes in this document before submitting your assignment. 
