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'Presented by the hngdom of Sagdiana at the end of the Hcavenly }ewel reign

period. L

“The poets Po Chii-yi (see sel ecﬁon 180) and‘Yiian Ciien (Sce- selection 252) dtd not S;mp])

. _kbricaté: these happenings. Records exist in the - official - Tang H:story {Tang shu) of the

presentatior of whirling dancers at court as tribute in 718 719, 727, and 728. They came from
Kes (hear Tashkent), Sarnarkand, Maimargh, and Khumdeh, all of which lay within Sogdiana,
hence we are justified in referring to themn as Sogdxsn or northeast Iranian whirlers, Suct
vigorous, Tapidly tivirling dances were cornmor. among the Trania’, peoples _Compare, fo
exarnple, the sacred whirinig dance of the Suf demshes, most of whom were [raniang or whe
modeled themselves after Tranian styles, ‘As for the pscudo Iraman Whlrlcrs at thie T ang courf
the history of the intrigues surroundmg ther i deséribed Tn "he introductory note to salectmr
180. :
L 742-755.
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486 "FoLk SONGS, BALLADS, AND NARRATIVE VERSE

5

An admonition against contemporary morals.

[ranian whirling girl, Tranian whirling girl—

. Her heart'answers to the strings,

Her hands answer to the drums. :

At the sound of the strings and drums, she raises her arms,

Like swirling snowflakes tossed about, she turns in her twirling dance.
Whirling to the left, turning to the right, she.never feels exhausted,
A thousand rounds, ten thousand circuits—it never seems to end.
Among mer and living creatures; shé is peerless;

Compared to her, the wheels of a racmg chanot revolve, slowly and a
- whirlwind is sIuggash

- 10 When the tune is over she bows twice in gratltude to the Son of

lS

70

.-'is

' r__alman ‘é"v’lmh:n,= girl,

- Heaven,

g And thie Son of Heaven stiles a bit 5 2 foothsome smile for her.

Iraman wh1r11:1g glrl

“You ‘came from. Sogdlana :

Jn vain did yoiz labor to come east more than fen thousand tricents, =

For in the central plams there were, already some who cotld do the -
Iraman whirl, :

" And in a contest of wonderful abzhhes you wc:uld not be theit equai

I the closing years of the Heavenly Jewel reign penod the Himies were -
-about to'change, -

Officials and concubznes all leamed how to circle and tumn:

. Within the palace was the favorite Precious Consort. Yang, w1thoat Was -
Roxshan,

The two were most hlghly acclaimed for bemg able to do the Iraman
‘Whird,

. She was registered a5 a consort in the Pear Gardr:n for entertammentm

" He was treated as 2 son in the mntimnacy of the Golden Pheasant Screen.

Roxshan entranced the ruler with his Iranian Whitl.

Hxs soldiers had crossed the Yellow River before the emnperor susPected
him of rebellion.

The Precious Consort stole the ruler’s heart with her Irenian thrl

. And when she was murdered by muhnous troaps at Ma -wei, he thought
- -of herall the more. -

From then on, heaven and earth have been out of kﬂt‘:‘r

'And for hfty years it has been impossible to suppress The dlssoluhon

' {1 t éanc‘. to 06 purpose; ;
o} th:s song several ’ames o enlzwhten our ﬂlus%nous soverezgn :
= - ' Trdnsfated by Victor H. Mair
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