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Section 1

chiniAsy soonee oo Polilics
by Aristotle

The Greek philosopher Aristotie (384-322 e.c.) wrote influential books on many

different topics, including biology, rhetoric, poetry, and politics. In Politics,
Aristotle distinguishes among many kinds of government, including several pos-
sibilities for democracy, which is sometimes defined as government by the many,
and oligarchy, which is often defined as government by a few. In this selection,
Aristotle outlines the importance of a large middle class.

he best political community is formed by

citizens of the middle class, and . . .those states
are likely to be well administered, in which the
middle class is large, and stronger if possible than
both the other classes, or at any rate than either
singly: for the addition of the middle class turns the
scale, and prevents either of the extremes from
being dominant. Great then is the good fortune of
a state in which the citizens have a moderate and
sufficient property; for where some possess much,
and the others nothing, there may arise an extreme
democracy, or a pure oligarchy; or a tyranny may.
grow out of either extreme—either out of the most
rampant democracy, or out of an oligarchy; but it is
not so likely to arise out of the middle constitutions
and those akin to them. . . .The mean condition
of states is clearly best, for no other is free from
faction; and where the middle class is large, there
are least likely to be factions and dissensions. For
a similar reason large states are less liable to faction
than small ones, because in them the middle class
is large; whereas in small states it is easy to divide
all the citizens into two classes who are either rich
or poor, and to leave nothing in the middle. And
democracies are safer and more permanent than
oligarchies, because they have a middle class which
is more numerous and has a greater share in the
government; for when there is not middle class,
and the poor greatly exceed in number, troubles
arise, and the state soon comes to an end. . . .

8 PROLOGUE

The legislator should always include the middle
class in his government; if he makes his laws oli-
garchical, to the middle class let him look: if he
makes them democratical, he should equally by his
laws try to attach this class to the state. There only

can the government ever be stable where the mid- .

dle class exceeds one or both of the others, and in
that case there will be no fear that the rich will
unite with the poor against the rulers. For neither
of them will ever be willing to serve the other, and
if they look for some form of government more
suitable to both, they will find none better than
this, for the rich and the poor will never consent
to rule in tumn, because they mistrust one ancther.
The arbiter is always the one trusted, and he who
is in the middle is an arbiter. The more perfect the
admixture of the political elements, the more'last-
ing will be the constitution.

from “Politics™ in The Basic Works of Aristatle, Richard

McKeon, ed. (New York: Random House, 1941), 1221-1223.

Discussion Questioris

1. Determining Main Ideas According to
Aristotle, what are the advantages of having a
large middle class?

2. Forming and Supporting Opinions Do you
agree that a constitution be “more lasting” when
a large middle class is the “arbiter,” or the one
who has the power to decide? Why or why not?
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Section 3

PRIMARY SOURCE from the Magna Carta

On June 15, 1215, English nobles forced King John to agree to a Magna Carta
(Great Charter). The 63-clause document guaranteed certain political rights such
as no taxation without representation and trial by jury. The nobles wanted to

protect their feudal rights and also to limit the powers of the king. As you read
the following clauses, consider which of these political rights you currently enjoy.

ohn, by the grace of God, king of England, lord

of Ireland, duke of Normandy and Aquitaine,
and count of Anjou, to the archbishops, bishops,
abbots, earls, barons, justiciars, foresters, sheriffs,
stewards, servants, and to all his bailiffs and faithful
subjects, greeting. Know that we, out of reverence
for God and for the salvation of our soul and those
of all our ancestors and heirs, for the honour of
God and the exaltation of holy church, and for the
reform of our realm, on the advice of our venerable
fathers. . . .

[1] In the first place have granted to God, and
by this our present charter confirmed for us and
our heirs for ever that the English church shall be
free, and shall have its rights undiminished and its
liberties unimpaired; and it is our will that it be
thus observed. . . . We have also granted to all free
men of our kingdom, for ourselves and our heirs
for ever, all the liberties written below, to be had
and held by them and their heirs of us and our
lLeirs. . . .

[12] No scutage [special tax] or aid shall be
imposed in our kingdom unless by commeon coun-
sel of our kingdom, except for ransoming our per-
son, for making our eldest son a knight, and for
once marrying our eldest daughter, and for these
only a reasonable aid shall be levied. Be it done in
like manner concerning aids from the city of
London.

[13] And the city of London shall have all its
ancient liberties and free customs as well by land as
by water. Furthermore, we will and grant that all
other cities, boroughs, towns, and ports shall have
all their liberties and free customs. . . .

[38] No bailiff shall in future put anyone to trial
upon his own bare word, without reliable witnesses
produced for this purpose.

[39] No free man shall be arrested or impris-
oned . . ., except by the lawful judgment of his
peers or by the law of the land.

10 ProroGue

[40] To no one will we sell, to no one will we
refuse or delay right or justice.

[41] All merchants shall be able to go out of and
come into England safely and securely and stay and
travel throughout England . . . for buying and sell-
ing by the ancient and right customs free from all
evil tolls. . . . :

[42] It shall be lawful in future for anyone,
without prejudicing the allegiance due to us, to
leave our kingdom and return safely and securely
by land and water, save, in the public interest, for
a short period in time of war—except for those
imprisoned or outlawed in accordance with the law
of the kingdom and natives of a land that is at war
with us. . . .

[63] Wherefore we wish and firmly enjoin that
the English church shall be free, and that the men
in our kingdom shall have and hold all the aforesaid
liberties, rights and concessions well and peacefully,
freely and quietly, fully and completely, for them-
selves and their heirs from us and our heirs, in all
matters and in all places for ever, as is aforesaid. An
oath, moreover, has been taken, as well on our part
as on the part of the barons, that all these things
aforesaid shall be observed in good faith and with-
out evil disposition.

Jfrom Magna Carta. Reprinted in Mort Gerberg and Jerome

Agel, eds., Twelve Documents That Shaped the World (New
York: Putnam, 1992), 6-10.

Research Option

Comparing and Contrasting Read the Bill of
Rights in the United States Constitution. Then
make a Venn diagram in which you compare the
Magna Carta with the Bill of Rights. Share your
chart with classmates.
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The Bill of Rights: A Transcription

THE US. NATIONAL ARCHIVES & RECORDS ADMINISTRATION

www.archives.gov April 18, 2016

On September 25, 1789, the First Congress of the United States proposed 12 amendments to the Constitution.
The 1789 Joint Resolution of Congress proposing the amendments is on display in the Rotunda in the National
Archives Museum. Ten of the proposed 12 amendments were ratified by three-fourths of the state legislatures on
December 15, 1791. The ratified Articles (Articles 3—12) constitute the first 10 amendments of the Constitution, or
the U.S. Bill of Rights. In 1992, 203 years after it was proposed, Article 2 was ratified as the 27th Amendment to
the Constitution. Article 1 was never ratified.

Transcription of the 1789 Joint Resolution of Congress Proposing 12 Amendments to the U.S.
Constitution

Congress of the United States
begun and held at the City of New-York, on
Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine.

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a
desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses
should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best ensure the
beneficent ends of its institution.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress
assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of
the several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which Articles, when
ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said
Constitution; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by
Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original
Constitution.

Article the first... After the first enumeration required by the first article of the Constitution, there shall be one
Representative for every thirty thousand, until the number shall amount to one hundred, after which the
proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall be not less than one hundred Representatives, nor
less than one Representative for every forty thousand persons, until the number of Representatives shall amount
to two hundred; after which the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be less than
two hundred Representatives, nor more than one Representative for every fifty thousand persons.

Article the second... No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives,
shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.

Article the third... Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Article the fourth... A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

Article the fifth... No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the
Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Article the sixth... The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable
cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.

Article the seventh... No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia,
when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken
for public use, without just compensation.

Article the eighth... In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by
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an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation: to be
confronted with the witnhesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and
to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Article the ninth... In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right
of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the
United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

Article the tenth... Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.

Article the eleventh... The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or
disparage others retained by the people.

Article the twelfth... The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

ATTEST,

Frederick Augustus Muhlenberg, Speaker of the House of Representatives
John Adams, Vice-President of the United States, and President of the Senate
John Beckley, Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Sam. A Otis Secretary of the Senate

Amendments 11-27

Note: The capitalization and punctuation in this version is from the enrolled original of the Joint Resolution of

Congress proposing the Bill of Rights, which is on permanent display in the Rotunda of the National Archives
Building, Washington, D.C.

The U.S. Bill of Rights
The Preamble to The Bill of Rights

Congress of the United States
begun and held at the City of New-York, on
Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine.

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a
desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses
should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best ensure the
beneficent ends of its institution.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress
assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of
the several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which Articles, when
ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said
Constitution; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by
Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original
Constitution.

Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution in their original form.
These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the "Bill of Rights."

Amendment |

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
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abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Amendment Il

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed.

Amendment llI

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of
war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported

by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be
seized.

Amendment V

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual
service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in
jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be

deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use,
without just compensation.

Amendment VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of
the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the
Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment VI

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall
be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than
according to the rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment [X

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained
by the people.

Amendment X

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.
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The Bill of Rights: A Transcription

Note: The capitalization and punctuation in this version is from the enrolled original of the Joint Resolution of Congress proposing the
Bill of Rights, which is on permanent display in the Rotunda of the National Archives Building, Washington, D.C.

Page URL: hifp://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill of rights transcript.html
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Exopus, CHAPTER 20

The Ten Commandments.*

1 Then God spoke all these words:

2 3 Iam the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,
b out of the house of slavery.

3 You shall not have other gods beside me.*

4 You shall not make for yourself an idole or a likeness of anything* in
the heavens above or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the
earth;

S you shall not bow down before them or serve them.d For I, the LORD,
your God, am a jealous God, inflicting punishment for their ancestors’
wickedness on the children of those who hate me, down to the third

and fourth generation*;

6  but showing love down to the thousandth generation of those who love
me and keep my commandments.

7 You shall not invoke the name of the LORD, your God, in vain.* e For
the LORD will not leave unpunished anyone who invokes his name in
vain.

8 Remember the sabbath day—keep it holy.*
9 Six days you may labor and do all vour work,

10 but the seventh day is a sabbath of the LORD your God.f You shall not

http://www.uscch.org/bible/exodus/20 1/6
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Exodus, chapter 20

do any work, either you, your son or your daughter, your male or
female slave, your work animal, or the resident alien within your gates.

For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and

all that is in them; but on the seventh day he rested.g That is why the
LORD has blessed the sabbath day and made it holy.*

* h Honor your father and your mother, that you may have a long life
in the land the LORD your God is giving you.i

You shall not kill.* j

You shall not commit adultery.k

You shall not steal.!

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.m

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife, his male or female slave, his ox or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbor.n

Moses Accepted as Mediator.

Now as all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the blast of
the shofar and the mountain smoking, they became afraid and
trembled.o So they took up a position farther away

and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let
God speak to us, or we shall die.”

Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid, for God has come only
to test you and put the fear of him upon you so you do not sin.”

So the people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the
dark cloud where God was.
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