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                 History Project I: INSTRUCTIONS  1. Students will be familiar with much of the material in this essay assignment from class discussions and assignments from Unit III. Feel free to reference discussion                History Project I: INSTRUCTIONS  1. Students will be familiar with much of the material in this essay assignment from class discussions and assignments from Unit III. Feel free to reference discussion

                1 Course Final  INSTRUCTIONS  1. Students will be familiar with much of the material in this essay assignment from class  discussions and assignments from Unit III . Feel free to reference discussion material  throughout the course. Students should consider their essay to be comprehensive of the entire course when arguing their thesis  2. Read Peter McCandless , “The Political Evolution of John Bachman: From New York  Yankee to South Carolina Secessionist ,” The South Carolina Historical Magazine, 108 (Jan.  2007): 6 -31 .  3. Read Documents 1 - 5.  4. While you are working on this project, consider the following questions:  a. On what grounds does Daniel Webster (Document 1) oppose the ability of a state to  nullify federal laws, also known as the Doctrine of Nullification? What justifications does South Carolina (Document 2) employ to defend their decision to nullify federal laws? W hose arguments regarding the concept of nullification are most persuasive to  you and why?  b. The previous response paper dealt with the creation of a nation, its constitution, and early evolution. What inconsistencies does Frederick Douglass (Document 3) id entify  with the founding principles of the nation and the current status of people of African descent within it?  c. How does Alexander Stephens (Document 4) define the Confederacy and why does he believe secession is justified and necessary? How does Presiden t Lincoln  (Document 5) frame the Civil War and effort to restore the Union as a moral imperative?  d. How is the story of John Bachman reflected in the following documents? As part of  your response, provide a case or issue (political, economic, social, or cult ural) within  the United States since the Civil War where you could imagine a scenario in which  nullification could play out . R eflect upon both the positive and negative consequences  of such action.   The path to the American Civil War was long and arduous. The “peculiar institution” known as  slavery was present at the creation of the republic and steeped into the very fabric of the Constitution through the Three Fifths Clause. This intimacy translated into every question about slavery’s role and future in th is country into discussions and quarrels over the fundamental  nature of our government and the meanings of liberty and democracy. These documents trace the philosophical trails of political, economic, social, and cultural sectionalism that ultimately erupt ed into full scale civil war.  DOCUMENT 1  Daniel Webster on Liberty and Union (1830) [excerpt] 2 Responding to South Carolina Senator Robert Hayne’s argument that states had the power to protect their liberties by resisting federal laws they deemed unconstitu tional,  Massachusetts Senator Daniel Webster defended the supremacy of the Union over individual states. Although Webster did not plan his speech beforehand, it is generally considered one of the greatest speeches ever delivered on the floor of the US Sena te.   … I say, the right of a state to annul a law of Congress cannot be maintained but on the ground of  the inalienable right of man to resist oppression; that is to say, upon the ground of revolution. I admit that there is an ultimate violent remedy, above the Constitution and in defiance of the  Constitution, which may be resorted to when a revolution is to be justified. But I do not admit that, under the Constitution and in conformity with it, there is any mode in which a state government, as a member of t he Union, can interfere and stop the progress of the general  government, by force of her own laws, under any circumstance whatever…   This absurdity (for it seems no less) arises from a misconception as to the origin of this government and its true characte r. It is, sir, the people's Constitution, the people's government,  made for the people, made by the people, and answerable to the people. The people of the United States have declared that this Constitution shall be the supreme law. We must either admit th e  proposition or dispute their authority. The states are, unquestionably, sovereign, so far as their sovereignty is not affected by this supreme law. But the state legislatures, as political bodies, however sovereign, are yet not sovereign over the people. So far as the people have given power  to the general government, so far the grant is unquestionably good, and the government holds of the people and not of the state governments.   We are all agents of the same supreme power, the people. The general govern ment and the state  governments derive their authority from the same source. Neither can, in relation to the other, be called primary, though one is definite and restricted, and the other general and residuary. The national government possesses those powers , which it can be shown the people have conferred  on it, and no more. All the rest belongs to the state governments, or to the people themselves. So far as the people have restrained state sovereignty, by the expression of their will, in the Constitution o f the United States, so far, it must be admitted, state sovereignty is effectually  controlled….   I must now beg to ask, sir, whence is this supposed right of the states derived? Where do they find the power to interfere with the laws of the Union? Sir, the opinion which the honorable  gentleman maintains is a notion founded in a total misapprehension, in my judgment, of the origin of this government, and of the foundation on which it stands. I hold it to be a popular government, erected by the people; tho se who administer it, responsible to the people; and itself  capable of being amended and modified, just as the people may choose it should be. It is as popular, just as truly emanating from the people, as the state governments. It is created for one purpos e; the state governments for another. It has its own powers; they have theirs. There is no  more authority with them to arrest the operation of a law of Congress than with Congress to arrest the operation of their laws. 3  We are here to administer a Constitu tion emanating immediately from the people, and trusted by  them to our administration. It is not the creature of the state governments....   This government, sir, is the independent offspring of the popular will. It is not the creature of state legislatures ; nay, more, if the whole truth must be told, the people brought it into existence,  established it, and have hitherto supported it for the very purpose, among others, of imposing certain salutary restraints on state sovereignties. The states cannot now mak e war; they cannot  contract alliances they cannot make, each for itself, separate regulations of commerce; they cannot lay imposts; they cannot coin money. If this Constitution, Sir, be the creature of state legislatures, it must be admitted that it has ob tained a strange control over the volitions of its  creators.   The people, then, sir, erected this government. They gave it a Constitution, and in that Constitution they have enumerated the powers which they bestow on it. They have made it a limited governm ent. They have defined its authority. They have restrained it to the exercise of  such powers as are granted; and all others, they declare, are reserved to the states or the people.  But, sir, they have not stopped here. If they had, they would have accompli shed but half their  work. No definition can be so clear as to avoid possibility of doubt; no limitation so precise as to exclude all uncertainty. Who, then, shall construe this grant of the people? Who shall interpret their will, where it may be supposed t hey have left it doubtful? With whom do they repose this  ultimate right of deciding on the powers of the government? Sir, they have settled all this in the fullest manner. They have left it with the government itself, in its appropriate branches….   The Con stitution has itself pointed out, ordained, and established that authority. How has it  accomplished this great and essential end? By declaring, sir, that "the Constitution, and the laws of the United States made in pursuance thereof, shall be the supreme l aw of the land, anything in  the constitution or laws of any state to the contrary notwithstanding."   This, sir, was the first great step. By this, the supremacy of the Constitution and laws of the United States is declared. The people so will it. No state law is to be valid which comes in  conflict with the Constitution, or any law of the United States passed in pursuance of it. But who shall decide this question of interference? To whom lies the last appeal? This, sir, the Constitution itself decides also, by declaring, "that the judicial power shall extend to all cases  arising under the Constitution and laws of the United States." These two provisions cover the whole ground. They are, in truth, the keystone of the arch! With these it is a government; withou t  them it is a confederation. In pursuance of these clear and express provisions, Congress established, at its very first session, in the judicial act, a mode for carrying them into full effect, and for bringing all questions of constitutional power to the final decision of the Supreme Court.  It then, sir, became a government. It then had the means of self -protection; and but for this, it  would, in all probability, have been now among things which are past….   4 Sir, I deny this power of state legislatures alt ogether. It cannot stand the test of examination.  Gentlemen may say that, in an extreme case, a state government might protect the people from intolerable oppression. Sir, in such a case, the people might protect themselves, without the aid of the state go vernments. Such a case warrants revolution. It must make, when it comes, a law  for itself. A nullifying act of a state legislature cannot alter the case, nor make resistance any more lawful….   The people have preserved this, their own chosen Constitution, for forty years and have seen  their happiness, prosperity, and renown grow with its growth, and strengthen with its strength. 
 They are now, generally, strongly attached to it. Overthrown by direct assault, it cannot be; evaded, undermined, nu llified it will not be if we, and those who shall succeed us here, as agents  and representatives of the people, shall conscientiously and vigilantly discharge the two great branches of our public trust, faithfully to preserve and wisely to administer it... .   I have not allowed myself, sir, to look beyond the Union, to see what might he hidden in the dark recess behind. I have not coolly weighed the chances of preserving liberty when the bonds that unite us together shall be broken asunder. I have not accust omed myself to hang over the  precipice of disunion, to see whether, with my short sight, I can fathom the depth of the abyss below; nor could I regard him as a safe counselor in the affairs in this government whose thoughts should be mainly bent on conside ring, not how the Union may be best preserved but  how tolerable might be the condition of the people when it should be broken up and destroyed. 
 While the Union lasts, we have high, exciting, gratifying prospects spread out before us, for us and our childre n. Beyond that I seek not to penetrate the veil.   God grant that in my day, at least, that curtain may not rise! God grant that on my vision never may be opened what lies behind! When my eyes shall be turned to behold for the last time the sun in heaven, m ay I not see him shining on the broken and dishonored fragments of a once  glorious Union; on states dissevered, discordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood! Let their last feeble and lingering glance rather behold  the gorgeous ensign of the republic, now known and honored throughout the earth, still full high advanced, its arms and trophies streaming in their original luster, not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a single star obscured, bearing for its motto, no such miserable interrogatory as "What is all  this worth?" nor those other words of delusion and folly, "Liberty first and Union afterwards"; but everywhere, spread all over in characters of living light, blazing on all its ample folds, as they f loat over the sea and over the land, and in every wind under the whole heavens, that other  sentiment, dear to every true American heart -Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and  inseparable!  DOCUMENT 2  South Carolina’s Ordinance of Nullification (1832)   5 In direct response to President Andrew Jackson and the Tariff of 1832, South Carolina held a special convention on November 24, 1832 that resulted in the following document. 
 This ordinance represents South Carolina’s official position on the power of a sta te  government to nullify federal laws it deemed unconstitutional.   An ordinance to nullify certain acts of the Congress of the United States, purporting to be laws laying duties and imposts on the importation of foreign commodities.   Whereas the Congress o f the United States by various acts, purporting to be acts laying duties  and imposts on foreign imports, but in reality intended for the protection of domestic manufactures and the giving of bounties to classes and individuals engaged in particular employm ents, at the expense and to the injury and oppression of other classes and individuals,  and by wholly exempting from taxation certain foreign commodities, such as are not produced or manufactured in the United States, to afford a pretext for imposing highe r and excessive duties  on articles similar to those intended to be protected, bath exceeded its just powers under the constitution, which confers on it no authority to afford such protection, and bath violated the true meaning and intent of the constitutio n, which provides for equality in imposing the burdens of  taxation upon the several States and portions of the confederacy: And whereas the said Congress, exceeding its just power to impose taxes and collect revenue for the purpose of effecting and accompl ishing the specific objects and purposes which the constitution of the United States  authorizes it to effect and accomplish, hath raised and collected unnecessary revenue for objects unauthorized by the constitution.   We, therefore, the people of the State of South Carolina, in convention assembled, do declare  and ordain and it is hereby declared and ordained, that the several acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States, purporting to be laws for the imposing of duties and imposts on the importation of foreign commodities, and now having actual operation and effect within the United States, and, more especially, an act entitled "An act in alteration of the several acts imposing duties on imports," approved on the nineteenth day of May, o ne thousand eight  hundred and twenty - eight and also an act entitled "An act to alter and amend the several acts  imposing duties on imports," approved on the fourteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty -two, are unauthorized by the constit ution of the United States, and violate the true  meaning and intent thereof and are null, void, and no law, nor binding upon this State, its officers or citizens; and all promises, contracts, and obligations, made or entered into, or to be made or entered into, with purpose to secure the duties imposed by said acts, and all judicial proceedings  which shall be hereafter had in affirmance thereof, are and shall be held utterly null and void.   And it is further ordained, that it shall not be lawful for any of the constituted authorities,  whether of this State or of the United States, to enforce the payment of duties imposed by the said acts within the limits of this State; but it shall be the duty of the legislature to adopt such measures and pass such acts as may be necessary to give full effect to this ordinance, and to  prevent the enforcement and arrest the operation of the said acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States within the limits of this State, from and after the first day of Februar y next, 6 and the duties of all other constituted authorities, and of all persons residing or being within the limits of this State, and they are hereby required and enjoined to obey and give effect to this ordinance, and such acts and measures of the legisl ature as may be passed or adopted in  obedience thereto.   And it is further ordained, that in no case of law or equity, decided in the courts of this State, wherein shall be drawn in question the authority of this ordinance, or the validity of such act or acts of the legislature as may be passed for the purpose of giving effect thereto, or the validity of the aforesaid acts of Congress, imposing duties, shall any appeal be taken or allowed to the Supreme Court of the United States, nor shall any copy of the record be permitted or allowed for  that purpose; and if any such appeal shall be attempted to be taken, the courts of this State shall   proceed to execute and enforce their judgments according to the laws and usages of the State, without reference to such attempted appeal, and the person or persons attempting to take such  appeal may be dealt with as for a contempt of the court.   And it is further ordained, that all persons now holding any office of honor, profit, or trust, civil or military, under this Sta te (members of the legislature excepted), shall, within such time, and in  such manner as the legislature shall prescribe, take an oath well and truly to obey, execute, and enforce this ordinance, and such act or acts of the legislature as may be passed in pursuance  thereof, according to the true intent and meaning of the same, and on the neglect or omission of any such person or persons so to do, his or their office or offices shall be forthwith vacated, and shall be filled up as if such person or persons w ere dead or had resigned; and no person hereafter  elected to any office of honor, profit, or trust, civil or military (members of the legislature excepted), shall, until the legislature shall otherwise provide and direct, enter on the execution of his offi ce, or be he any respect competent to discharge the duties thereof until he shall, in like  manner, have taken a similar oath; and no juror shall be impaneled in any of the courts of this State, in any cause in which shall be in question this ordinance, or any act of the legislature  passed in pursuance thereof, unless he shall first, in addition to the usual oath, have taken an oath that he will well and truly obey, execute, and enforce this ordinance, and such act or acts of the legislature as may be passed to carry the same into operation and effect, according to the true  intent and meaning thereof.   And we, the people of South Carolina, to the end that it may be fully understood by the government of the United States, and the people of the co -States, that we are determined to  maintain this our ordinance and declaration, at every hazard, do further declare that we will not submit to the application of force on the part of the federal government, to reduce this State to obedience, but that we will consider th e passage, by Congress, of any act authorizing the  employment of a military or naval force against the State of South Carolina, her constitutional authorities or citizens; or any act abolishing or closing the ports of this State, or any of them, or otherwi se obstructing the free ingress and egress of vessels to and from the said ports, or any  other act on the part of the federal government, to coerce the State, shut up her ports, destroy or harass her commerce or to enforce the acts hereby declared to be nu ll and void, otherwise than 7 through the civil tribunals of the country, as inconsistent with the longer continuance of South Carolina in the Union; and that the people of this State will henceforth hold themselves absolved from all further obligation to ma intain or preserve their political connection with the people of  the other States; and will forthwith proceed to organize a separate government, and do all other acts and things which sovereign and independent States may of right do.   Done in convention at Columbia, the twenty -fourth day of November, in the year of our Lord  one thousand eight hundred and thirty -two, and in the fifty -seventh year of the Declaration of the  Independence of the United States of America.  DOCUMENT 3  “The Meaning of the Fourth of July for the Negro” (1852)  Former slave Frederick Douglass spent much of the 1850s traveling on speaking tours throughout the North championing the cause of abolitionism. Enslaved in Maryland, Douglass escaped slavery in 1838 after several failed attempts. Once free, Douglass became  a social reformer, orator, and noted abolitionist. People who read his published work and heard Douglass speak were often shocked that he was a former slave, as many believed slaves lacked the basic intellect needed to deliver t houghtful arguments on slavery.  Delivered on July 5, 1852 in Rochester, New York.   Fellow Citizens, I am not wanting in respect for the fathers of this republic. The signers of the Declaration of Independence were brave men. They were great men, too -great enough to give  frame to a great age. It does not often happen to a nation to raise, at one time, such a number of truly great men. The point from which I am compelled to view them is not, certainly, the most favorable; and yet I cannot contemplate their gr eat deeds with less than admiration. They were  statesmen, patriots and heroes, and for the good they did, and the principles they contended for, I will unite with you to honor their memory....   ...Fellow -citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I calle d upon to speak here to -day? What  have I, or those I represent, to do with your national independence? Are the great principles of political freedom and of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence, extended to us? and am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble offering to the national altar, and to  confess the benefits and express devout gratitude for the blessings resulting from your independence to us?   Would to God, both for your sakes and ours, that an affirmative answer could be truthfully  returned to these questions! Then would my task be light, and my burden easy and delightful. For who is there so cold, that a nation's sympathy could not warm him? Who so obdurate and dead to the claims of gratitude, that would not thankfull y acknowledge such priceless benefits? Who so  stolid and selfish, that would not give his voice to swell the hallelujahs of a nation's jubilee, when the chains of servitude had been torn from his limbs? I am not that man. In a case like that, the dumb migh t eloquently speak, and the "lame man leap as an hart." 8  But such is not the state of the case. I say it with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I am not included within the pale of glorious anniversary! Your high independence only reveals the immeas urable distance between us. The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed  in common. The rich inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and independence, bequeathed by  your fathers, is shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that brought light and healing to you, has  brought stripes and death to me. This Fourth July is yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must mourn. To drag a man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of liberty, and call upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery and sacrilegious irony. Do you mean,  citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak to -day? If so, there is a parallel to your conduct.  And let me warn you that it is dangerous to copy the example of a nation whose crimes, towering up to heave n, were thrown down by the breath of the Almighty, burying that nation in  irrevocable ruin! I can to -day take up the plaintive lament of a peeled and woe -smitten people!   "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down. Yea! we wept when we remembered Zion. W e  hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there, they that carried us away captive, required of us a song; and they who wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How can we sing the Lord's song in a stran ge land? If I forget thee, 0  Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth."   Fellow -citizens, above your national, tumultuous joy, I hear the mournful wail of millions!  whose chains, heavy and grievous yesterday, are, to -day, rendered more intolerable by the  jubilee shouts that reach them. If I do forget, if I do not faithfully remember those bleeding children of sorrow this day, "may my right hand forget her cunning, and may m y tongue cleave  to the roof of my mouth!" To forget them, to pass lightly over their wrongs, and to chime in with the popular theme, would be treason most scandalous and shocking, and would make me a reproach before God and the world. My subject, then, fel low citizens, is American slavery. I  shall see this day and its popular characteristics from the slave's point of view. Standing there identified with the American bondman, making his wrongs mine, I do not hesitate to declare, with all my soul, that the ch aracter and conduct of this nation never looked blacker to me than on  this 4th of July! Whether we turn to the declarations of the past, or to the professions of the present, the conduct of the nation seems equally hideous and revolting. America.is false t o the  past, false to the present, and solemnly binds herself to be false to the future. Standing with God and the crushed and bleeding slave on this occasion, I will, in the name of humanity which is outraged, in the name of liberty which is fettered, in t he name of the constitution and the Bible  which are disregarded and trampled upon, dare to call in question and to denounce, with all the emphasis I can command, everything that serves to perpetuate slavery Ñ the great sin and shame of America! "I will not equivocate; I will not excuse"; I will use the severest language I can  command; and yet not one word shall escape me that any man, whose judgment is not blinded by prejudice, or who is not at heart a slaveholder, shall not confess to be right and just.   9 But I fancy I hear some one of my audience say, "It is just in this circumstance that you and your brother abolitionists fail to make a favorable impression on the public mind. Would you argue more, an denounce less; would you persuade more, and rebuke less ; your cause would be much  more likely to succeed." But, I submit, where all is plain there is nothing to be argued. What point in the anti -slavery creed would you have me argue? On what branch of the subject do the  people of this country need light? Must I undertake to prove that the slave is a man?   That point is conceded already. Nobody doubts it. The slaveholders themselves acknowledge it in the enactment of laws for their government. They acknowledge it when they punish disobedience on the part of the slave. There are seventy -two crimes in the State of Virginia  which, if committed by a black man (no matter how ignorant he be), subject him to the punishment of death; while only two of the same crimes will subject a white man to the like punishment. What is this but the acknowledgment that the slave is a moral, intellectual, and  responsible being? The manhood of the slave is conceded. It is admitted in the fact that Southern statute books are covered with enactments forbidding, under severe fines and penal ties, the  teaching of the slave to read or to write. When you can point to any such laws in reference to the beasts of the field, then I may consent to argue the manhood of the slave. When the dogs in your streets, when the fowls of the air, when the cattl e on your hills, when the fish of the sea, and the  reptiles that crawl, shall be unable to distinguish the slave from a brute, then will I argue with you that the slave is a man!   For the present, it is enough to affirm the equal manhood of the Negro race. Is it not astonishing  that, while we are ploughing, planting, and reaping, using all kinds of mechanical tools, erecting houses, constructing bridges, building ships, working in metals of brass, iron, copper, silver and gold; that, while we are reading, w riting and ciphering, acting as clerks, merchants and  secretaries, having among us lawyers, doctors, ministers, poets, authors, editors, orators and teachers; that, while we are engaged in all manner of enterprises common to other men, digging gold in Cali fornia, capturing the whale in the Pacific, feeding sheep and cattle on the hill -side,  living, moving, acting, thinking, planning, living in families as husbands, wives and children, and, above all, confessing and worshipping the Christian's God, and looki ng hopefully for life  and immortality beyond the grave, we are called upon to prove that we are men!   Would you have me argue that man is entitled to liberty? that he is the rightful owner of his own body? You have already declared it. Must I argue the wro ngfulness of slavery? Is that a question  for Republicans? Is it to be settled by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a matter beset with great difficulty, involving a doubtful application of the principle of justice, hard to be understood? How should I look to -day, in the presence of Americans, dividing, and subdividing  a discourse, to show that men have a natural right to freedom? speaking of it relatively and positively, negatively and affirmatively. To do so, would be to make myself ridiculous, and to  offer an insult to your understanding. There is not a man beneath the canopy of heaven that does not know that slavery is wrong for him.   10 What, am I to argue that it is wrong to make men brutes, to rob them of their liberty, to work them without wages, to keep them ignorant of their relations to their fellow men, to beat them  with sticks, to flay their flesh with the lash, to load their limbs with irons, to hunt them with dogs, to sell them at auction, to sunder their families, to knock out their teeth, to burn their flesh,  to starve them into obedience and submission to their masters? Must I argue that a system thus marked with blood, and stained with pollution, is wrong? No! I will not. I have better employment for my time and strength than such argumen ts would imply.   What, then, remains to be argued? Is it that slavery is not divine; that God did not establish it; that our doctors of divinity are mistaken? There is blasphemy in the thought. That which is inhuman, cannot be divine! Who can reason on suc h a proposition? They that can, may; I cannot.  The time for such argument is passed.   At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. O! had I the ability, and could reach the nation's ear, I would, to -day, pour out a fiery stream of biting ridicule, blasting  reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of the nation must be qui ckened; the conscience of the nation must be roused; the  propriety of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy of the nation must be exposed; and its crimes against God and man must be proclaimed and denounced.   What, to the American slave, is your 4th o f July? I answer; a day that reveals to him, more than  all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license; your national greatness, swe lling vanity; your sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless; your denunciation of tyrants,  brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious para de and solemnity, are, to  Him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy -- a thin veil to cover up crimes  which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on the earth guilty of practices more shocking and bloody than are the p eople of the United States, at this very hour.   Go where you may, search where you will, roam through all the monarchies and despotisms of the Old World, travel through South America, search out every abuse, and when you have found the last, lay your facts by the side of the everyday practices of this nation, and you will say with  me, that, for revolting barbarity and shameless hypocrisy,   America reigns without a rival....   ...Allow me to say, in conclusion, notwithstanding the dark picture I have this day presented, of  the state of the nation, I do not despair of this country. There are forces in operation which must inevitably work the downfall of slavery.   11 "The arm of the Lord is not shortened," and the doom of slavery is certain. I, therefore, leave off  where I began, with hope. While drawing encouragement from "the Declaration of Independence," the great principles it contains, and the genius of American Institutions, my spirit is also cheered by the obvious tendencies of the age. Nations do not now sta nd in the same  relation to each other that they did ages ago. No nation can now shut itself up from the surrounding world and trot round in the same old path of its fathers without interference. The time was when such could be done. Long established custom s of hurtful character could formerly  fence themselves in, and do their evil work with social impunity. Knowledge was then confined and enjoyed by the privileged few, and the multitude walked on in mental darkness. But a change has now come over the affair s of mankind. Walled cities and empires have become  unfashionable. The arm of commerce has borne away the gates of the strong city. Intelligence is penetrating the darkest corners of the globe. It makes its pathway over and under the sea, as well as on the earth. Wind, steam, and lightning are its chartered agents. Oceans no longer divide, but  link nations together. From Boston to London is now a holiday excursion. Space is comparatively annihilated. Thoughts expressed on one side of the Atlantic are distin ctly heard on  the other….  DOCUMENT 4  “Cornerstone Speech” (1861)  Shortly after being elected as Vice President of the Confederate States of America or Confederacy, Alexander Hamilton Stephens returned to his home state of Georgia where he delivered what be came known as the “Cornerstone Speech” in Savannah, Georgia on  March 21, 1861.   Savannah, Georgia, as reported in the Savannah Republican   At half past seven o’clock on Thursday evening, the largest audience ever assembled at the Athenaeum was in the house, waiting most impatiently for the appearance of the orator of the  evening, Hon. A. H. Stephens, Vice -President of the Confederate States of America. … MR.  STEPHENS rose and spoke as follows: …   … We are passing through one of the greatest revolutions in the annals of the world. Seven  States have within the last three months thrown off an old government and formed a new. This revolution has been signally marked, up to this time, by the fact of its having been accomplished without the loss of a single d rop of blood. [Applause.]   This new constitution, or form of government, constitutes the subject to which your attention will be partly invited. In reference to it, I make this first general remark. It amply secures all our ancient rights, franchises, and liberties. All the great principles of Magna Charta are retained in  it. No citizen is deprived of life, liberty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers under the laws of the land. The great principle of religious liberty, which was the honor and pri de of the  old constitution, is still maintained and secured. All the essentials of the old constitution, which 12 have endeared it to the hearts of the American people, have been preserved and perpetuated. … So, taking the whole new constitution, I have no he sitancy in giving it as my judgment that it is  decidedly better than the old. [Applause.]   .…But not to be tedious in enumerating the numerous changes for the better, allow me to allude to one other — though last, not least. The new constitution has put at rest, forever, all the  agitating questions relating to our peculiar institution — African slavery as it exists amongst us  — the proper status of the negro in our form of civilization.   This was the immediate cause of the late rupture and present revolutio n. Jefferson in his forecast,  had anticipated this, as the “rock upon which the old Union would split.” He was right. What was conjecture with him, is now a realized fact. But whether he fully comprehended the great truth upon which that rock stood and sta nds, may be doubted. The prevailing ideas entertained by him  and most of the leading statesmen at the time of the formation of the old constitution, were that the enslavement of the African was in violation of the laws of nature; that it was wrong in princ iple, socially, morally, and politically. It was an evil they knew not well how to deal with,  but the general opinion of the men of that day was that, somehow or other in the order of Providence, the institution would be evanescent and pass away. This idea , though not  incorporated in the constitution, was the prevailing idea at that time. The constitution, it is true, secured every essential guarantee to the institution while it should last, and hence no argument can be justly urged against the constitution al guarantees thus secured, because of the common  sentiment of the day. Those ideas, however, were fundamentally wrong. They rested upon the assumption of the equality of races. This was an error. It was a sandy foundation, and the government built upon it fell when the “storm came and the wind blew.”   Our new government is founded upon exactly the opposite idea; its foundations are laid, its cornerstone rests upon the great truth, that the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery — subordination t o the superior race — is his natural and normal condition. [Applause.]   This, our new government, is the first, in the history of the world, based upon this great physical, philosophical, and moral truth. This truth has been slow in the process of its deve lopment, like  all other truths in the various departments of science. It has been so even amongst us. Many who hear me, perhaps, can recollect well, that this truth was not generally admitted, even within their day. The errors of the past generation still clung to many as late as twenty years ago. Those at the  North, who still cling to these errors, with a zeal above knowledge, we justly denominate fanatics. All fanaticism springs from an aberration of the mind — from a defect in reasoning. It  is a species of insanity. One of the most striking characteristics of insanity, in many instances, is  forming correct conclusions from fancied or erroneous premises; so with the anti -slavery  fanatics; their conclusions are right if their premises were. They assume that the negro is equal,  and hence conclude that he is entitled to equal privileges and rights with the white man. If their premises were correct, their conclusions would be logical and just — but their premise being  wrong, their whole argument fails. I recoll ect once of having heard a gentleman from one of the  northern States, of great power and ability, announce in the House of Representatives, with 13 imposing effect, that we of the South would be compelled, ultimately, to yield upon this subject of slavery, th at it was as impossible to war successfully against a principle in politics, as it was in  physics or mechanics. That the principle would ultimately prevail. That we, in maintaining slavery as it exists with us, were warring against a principle, a principle founded in nature, the  principle of the equality of men. The reply I made to him was, that upon his own grounds, we should, ultimately, succeed, and that he and his associates, in this crusade against our institutions, would ultimately fail. The truth ann ounced, that it was as impossible to war  successfully against a principle in politics as it was in physics and mechanics, I admitted; but told him that it was he, and those acting with him, who were warring against a principle. They were attempting to make things equal which the Creator had made unequal.   In the conflict thus far, success has been on our side, complete throughout the length and breadth of the Confederate States. It is upon this, as I have stated, our social fabric is firmly planted; and I c annot permit myself to doubt the ultimate success of a full recognition of this principle  throughout the civilized and enlightened world.   As I have stated, the truth of this principle may be slow in development, as all truths are and ever have been, in th e various branches of science. It was so with the principles announced by Galileo  — it was so with Adam Smith and his principles of political economy. It was so with Harvey,  and his theory of the circulation of the blood. It is stated that not a single one of the medical  profession, living at the time of the announcement of the truths made by him, admitted them. 
 Now, they are universally acknowledged. May we not, therefore, look with confidence to the ultimate universal acknowledgment of the truths upon whi ch our system rests? It is the first  government ever instituted upon the principles in strict conformity to nature, and the ordination of Providence, in furnishing the materials of human society. Many governments have been founded upon the principle of the subordination and serfdom of certain classes of the same race;  such were and are in violation of the laws of nature. Our system commits no such violation of nature’s laws. With us, all of the white race, however high or low, rich or poor, are equal in the  eye of the law. Not so with the negro. Subordination is his place. He, by nature, or by the curse against Canaan, is fitted for that condition which he occupies in our system. The architect, in the construction of buildings, lays the foundation with the p roper material — the granite; then comes  the brick or the marble. The substratum of our society is made of the material fitted by nature for it, and by experience we know that it is best, not only for the superior, but for the inferior race, that it should be so. It is, indeed, in conformity with the ordinance of the Creator. It is not for us  to inquire into the wisdom of his ordinances, or to question them. For his own purposes, he has made one race to differ from another, as he has made “one star to diffe r from another star in  glory.”   The great objects of humanity are best attained when there is conformity to his laws and decrees, in the formation of governments as well as in all things else. Our confederacy is founded upon principles in strict conformity with these laws. This stone which was rejected by the first builders  “is become the chief of the corner” — the real “corner -stone” — in our new edifice. [Applause.]   14 I have been asked, what of the future? It has been apprehended by some that we would have  arrayed against us the civilized world. I care not who or how many they may be against us, when we stand upon the eternal principles of truth, if we are true to ourselves and the principles for which we contend, we are obliged to, and must triumph.   [Imme nse applause.]   Thousands of people who begin to understand these truths are not yet completely out of the shell; they do not see them in their length and breadth. We hear much of the civilization and christianization of the barbarous tribes of Africa. In my judgment, those ends will never be  attained, but by first teaching them the lesson taught to Adam, that “in the sweat of his brow he should eat his bread,” [applause,] and teaching them to work, and feed, and clothe themselves. …   But to return to the question of the future. What is to be the result of this revolution? …   Our growth, by accessions from other States, will depend greatly upon whether we present to the world, as I trust we shall, a better government than that to which neighboring State s belong. If  we do this, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas cannot hesitate long; neither can Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri. They will necessarily gravitate to us by an imperious law. We made ample provision in our constitution for the admission of other States; it is more guarded, and  wisely so, I think, than the old constitution on the same subject, but not too guarded to receive them as fast as it may be proper. Looking to the distant future, and, perhaps, not very far distant either, it is not b eyond the range of possibility, and even probability, that all the great States of  the north -west will gravitate this way, as well as Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, Arkansas, etc.  Should they do so, our doors are wide enough to receive them, but not until they are ready to  assimilate with us in principle.   The process of disintegration in the old Union may be expected to go on with almost absolute certainty if we pursue the right course. We are now the nucleus of a growing power which, if we are true to ou rselves, our destiny, and high mission, will become the controlling power on this  continent. To what extent accessions will go on in the process of time, or where it will end, the future will determine. So far as it concerns States of the old Union, this p rocess will be upon no  such principles of reconstruction as now spoken of, but upon reorganization and new assimilation. [Loud applause.]   Such are some of the glimpses of the future as I catch them. …   As to whether we shall have war with our late confede rates, or whether all matters of differences  between us shall be amicably settled, I can only say that the prospect for a peaceful adjustment is better, so far as I am informed, than it has been.   The prospect of war is, at least, not so threatening as it has been. The idea of coercion, shadowed  forth in President Lincoln’s inaugural, seems not to be followed up thus far so vigorously as was 15 expected. Fort Sumter, it is believed, will soon be evacuated. What course will be pursued toward Fort Pickens, and t he other forts on the gulf, is not so well understood. It is to be greatly  desired that all of them should be surrendered. Our object is peace, not only with the North, but with the world. All matters relating to the public property, public liabilities of the Union when  we were members of it, we are ready and willing to adjust and settle upon the principles of right, equity, and good faith. War can be of no more benefit to the North than to us. Whether the intention of evacuating Fort Sumter is to be receiv ed as an evidence of a desire for a peaceful  solution of our difficulties with the United States, or the result of necessity, I will not undertake to say. I would fain hope the former. Rumors are afloat, however, that it is the result of necessity. 
 All I c an say to you, therefore, on that point is, keep your armor bright and your powder dry. …  DOCUMENT 5  Gettysburg Address (1863)  On November 19, 1863, President Abraham Lincoln consecrated the battlefield at Gettysburg with arguably one of the greatest (and shortest) speeches in American History.   Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, on this continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived, and so  dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting -place for those who here gave t heir lives, that  that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate — we cannot hallow — this ground. The brave  men, living and dead, who struggled here, have con secrated it far above our poor power to add or  detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here  dedicated to the great task remaining before us — that from these honored dead we take increased  devotion to that cause for which they here gave the last full measure of devotion — tha t we here  highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain — that this nation, under God, shall have  a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. 
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