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                 The Cold War: The Balance of Terror: American Foreign Affairs 1945-1990 , from  Sage American History , is available under a Creative Commons Attrib ution- NonCommercial- ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License . © 2014, Henry J. Sage. The Cold War: The Balance of Terror  American Foreign Affairs 1945 - 1990   From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an i ron curtain has descended across the Continent. 
 Behind that line lie all the capitals of the ancient states of central and eastern Europe. — Winston S. Churchill   The Cold War kept the world on edge for over 50 years, and the best that can be said of it is that it never erupted into the holocaust many feared. For a time, during the 1950s, the question of the Third World War was less a matter of “if” than of “when?” People built bomb shelters in their back yards and school children practiced a- bomb drills. It seemed inevitable. People talked about what it would be like after the third world war. Then came the Cuban Missile Crisis, and for those thirteen days, it seemed as if the unthinkable might really be about to happen. The Cold War Era was charact erized by one factor: the “balance of terror,” or nuclear standoff between the United States and the Soviet Union. Under that shadow of potential nuclear holocaust, the NATO and Warsaw Pact (or Eastern Bloc) nations twisted and turned to advance their goals while avoiding the spark the might instigate a war of surpassing destruction. Most events of the period of international significance, from trouble in the Middle East, to wars of national liberation, to issues of developing nations in Africa and Latin Am erica, were played out against the backdrop of the Cold War. The Cold War had many ramifications for the American people: the anti- Communist witch hunts of the 1940s and 50s; McCarthyism, and the anguish that the excesses of that period visited upon thousa nds of Americans; the Korean and Vietnam wars; and, most of all, the fear of nuclear war. The collapse of the Soviet Union ended the Cold War, but the remnants of that age— the thousands of nuclear warheads still in existence —are still with us. This section will be devoted to examining how the United States and its allies and adversaries dealt w ith the momentous issues of that time. We should heed the lessons of the Cold War to see what was done right, as well as what might, tragically, have gone wrong. We are still not out of the woods.  
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                Simply post your question and get it answered by professional tutor within 30 minutes. It's as simple as that!
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                We've got thousands of tutors in different areas of study who are willing to help you with any kind of academic assignment, be it a math homework or an article. 
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